
INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

 DESCRIPTION

Solvability Points :

Call For Service # :

Other # :

18-260333

Total Damage :Disposition :

Begin Date/Time :

$0.00INACTIVE

UCR Disposition Date :UCR Disposition : 07/10/2018NON-UCR 

REPORTABLE

End Date/Time : 07/10/2018  18:22

07/10/2018  18:21

 Date Reported : 07/10/2018

Occurence Date :

 CLASSIFICATIONS

Photos Taken

Audio Recording

Officers

BRANDON REIGSTADPrimary Officer :

Name : Role : Reporting Date Assigned :07/10/2018REIGSTAD, BRANDON

Name : Role : Assisting Date Assigned :07/10/2018REIGSTAD, BRANDON

Name : Role : Assisting Date Assigned :07/10/2018PICKAR, NOLAN

Name : Role : Assisting Date Assigned :07/10/2018HADJI, ADEM

Name : Role : Investigator Date Assigned :07/10/2018MESSENGER, CATHLEEN

Name : Role : Assisting Date Assigned :07/10/2018PLUIM, BENJAMIN

Name : Role : Investigator Date Assigned :07/10/2018SMITH, JAMES

Name : Role : Assisting Date Assigned :07/10/2018LINGLE, JASON

Name : Role : Investigator Date Assigned :07/10/2018BARTNICK, SCOTT

Name : Role : Assisting Date Assigned :07/10/2018HETRICK, TYLER

Name : Role : Investigator Date Assigned :07/10/2018HARTMAN, MICHAEL

Name : Role : Reporting Date Assigned :07/10/2018COX, RYAN

 OFFENSES

UCR Code : IBR Code : 

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

AFD Primary Violation

NCIC Code : 9999

 LOCATIONS

 PRIMARY ADDRESS

Place Name :

Location Type : Incident Address : N BRISTOL ST AND E MAIN ST

SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

 PERSONS

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

M

JOHN

COLEMAN

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

Cell :

ATTORNEY

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

STEPHEN

HURLEY

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

ATTORNEY

Ethnicity :

Primary :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

 Address :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

TRACI

MARTINEZ

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : ATTORNEY

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

DEAN

STRANG

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

ATTORNEY

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

BEAR COMMUNICATIONS

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

BUSINESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

EL PRIMO MEXICAN AMERICAN GROCERY

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

BUSINESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

HENNESSY & ROACH PC

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

BUSINESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

HURLEY BURISH SC ATTORNEYS

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : BUSINESS

Primary :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Weight :

 Address :

Business :Ethnicity :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

JET UNDERGROUND

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

BUSINESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

CHAD

KRUEGER

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

BUSINESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

MERITER HOSPITAL

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

BUSINESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

SQUIRE PATTON BOGS LLP

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

BUSINESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

STRANG BRADLEY, LLC

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

BUSINESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :
USIC

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : BUSINESS

Primary :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Weight :

Height :Race :

 Address :

Ethnicity :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

USIC

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

BUSINESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

USIC LOCATING SERVICES LLC

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

BUSINESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

VC TECH

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : BUSINESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

WAGNERS BAR

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

BUSINESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

WE ENERGIES

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : BUSINESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Birth Date :

Sex :
BARRLast Name :

Involvement : DECEASED
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

M

LEE

IGL

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

Cell :

INTERVIEWED

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

J

CALVIN

JENSEN

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Cell :

INTERVIEWED

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

L

JAMES

JENSEN

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

INTERVIEWED

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

ARNOLD

KLEVEN

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

INTERVIEWED

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Home :

Cell :

INTERVIEWED

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

AUSTIN

LLOYD

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

INTERVIEWED

Ethnicity :

Primary :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

ALLAN

NEMITZ

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

INTERVIEWED

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

Cell :

INTERVIEWED

Ethnicity :  

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

GREGORY

PAVLIK

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

INTERVIEWED

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

MARK

STEVENS

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

INTERVIEWED

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

RYAN

WELCH

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

INTERVIEWED

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

A

BRANDEE

GODFREY

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

MEDICAL PRACTITIONER

Ethnicity :

Primary :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

AGNIESZKA

ROGALSKA

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

MEDICAL PRACTITIONER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

CHAD

COURTIER

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : MENTIONED

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

BRIAN

DRIESSEN

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

MENTIONED

Ethnicity :

Primary :

 Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

A

DEBORAH

PORTER

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Cell :

MENTIONED

Ethnicity :  

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

BLANCA-PATRICIA

AMADOR-RANGE

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

B

JOHNATHAN

BOHLING

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

 Address :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

MONTA

BOLLES

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

R

STANLEY

BROOME

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Home :

CELL :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

WILLIAM

BROWN

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

LAINE

SHARI

BUCKMASTER

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Home :

Cell :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

/ /

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

A

SHIRLEY

BUCKMASTER

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : OTHER

Ethnicity :

(  -Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

A

LOIS

DAEHLING

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

 Address :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

CODY

BRYANT

DAVIS

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

ROBERT

FASICK

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

JEREMY

FISCHER

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

KIERRE

FISKE

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Cell :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

KEVIN

FOSSO

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Work :

Cell :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

SHELLEY

GAYLORD

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : OTHER

Primary :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Weight :

 Address :

Ethnicity :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

MARK

GOGGIN

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

SPENCER

GUSTAFSON

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Cell :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

LEO

HOLZINGER

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

A

MITCHELL

IGNATIUS

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Cell :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

HANS

IWAND

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : OTHER

Primary :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Weight :

Height :Race :

 Address :

Ethnicity :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

J

DONALD

KALINOWSKI

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

M

TOBIN

KALLIES

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Cell :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

JULIE

KIRKPATRICK

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

L

NAOMI

KNOWLES

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

I

DIANE

MCLEOD

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

A

PATRICIA

MCNEILL

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : OTHER

Primary :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Race :

 Address :

Suffix :

Ethnicity :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

S

JON

MOORE

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Home :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

FERNANDO

MORA UGALDE

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Home :

Cell :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

-

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Home :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Juvenile

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

NICOLE

AMANDA

MORAUSKE

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Cell :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

L

GORDON

MORAUSKE

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

HOME :

Cell :

OTHER

Ethnicity :  

Primary :

Birth Date :

Sex :
POWELKALast Name :

Involvement : OTHER
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Race :

B

SKY

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

PETE

REEVE

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

D

JOSHUA

RINGELSTETTER

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Home :

Cell :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

ALEX

RUIZ

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

ADAM

SCHLEICHER

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

A

KEVIN

STANFORD

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Home :

OTHER

Ethnicity :  

Primary :

Birth Date :

Sex :
THOMPSONLast Name :

Involvement : OTHER

Printed: 12/10/2018   1:55:20 PM Incident Page 14 of 186



INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Race :

 

L

AMY

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

R

RENA

THOMPSON

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Home :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

P

JOHN

TICE

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

C

W

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Home :

Business :

Cell :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

M

TRAVIS

WALDSCHMIDT

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Cell :

OTHER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

215 S HAMILTON ST COURT 2 , MADISON, 

WI 53719

DANE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business : (608) 266-4211

OTHER AGENCY

Ethnicity :

(608) 266-4211Primary :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

115 W DOTY ST , MADISON, WI 53703

DANE COUNTY COMMUNICATIONS CENTER

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : OTHER AGENCY

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

210 MARTIN LUTHER KING JUNIOR BLVD , 

MADISON, WI 53703

DANE COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business : (608) 266-4211

OTHER AGENCY

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

3111 LUDS LN , MCFARLAND, WI 53558

DANE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER'S OFFICE

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business : (608) 284-6000

OTHER AGENCY

Ethnicity :

(608) 284-6000Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

119 INDUSTRIAL DR , MARSHALL, WI 

53559

MARSHALL VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business : (608) 655-3322

OTHER AGENCY

Ethnicity :

(608) 655-3322Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

5915 MILWAUKEE ST , McFarland, WI 

53558

MCFARLAND FIRE AND RESCUE

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business : (608) 838-3278

OTHER AGENCY

Ethnicity :

(608) 838-3278Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

2840 O KEEFFE AVE , SUN PRAIRIE, WI 

53590

.

ST. MARY'S SUN PRAIRIE EMERGENCY CENTER

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Work : (608) 229-8484

Business : (608) 229-8484

OTHER AGENCY

Ethnicity :

(608) 229-8484Primary :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

135 N BRISTOL ST , SUN PRAIRIE, WI 

53590

SUN PRAIRIE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business : (608) 837-5066

OTHER AGENCY

Ethnicity :

(608) 837-5066Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

600 HIGHLAND AVE , MADISON, WI 53792

UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL ER

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business : (608) 263-6400

OTHER AGENCY

Ethnicity :

(608) 263-6400Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

5249 E TERRACE DR , MADISON, WI 53718

UW HEALTH EAST CLINIC

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business : (608) 265-1295

OTHER AGENCY

Ethnicity :

(608) 265-1295Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

KARL

VOECK

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Cell :

OTHER AGENCY

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

WAUNAKEE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

OTHER AGENCY

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

CARREN

CORCORAN

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Business :

Cell :

OTHER OFFICER

Ethnicity :

Primary :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Address :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

VIRGINIA

PATRICIA

MAHLUM

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Cell :

OWNER

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : TRANSLATOR

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Juvenile

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

S

M

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : TRANSLATOR

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : WITNESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Cell :

WITNESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

M

D

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Home :

Work :

Cell :

WITNESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Address :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : WITNESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

VINCENT

MCCABE

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Cell :

WITNESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Cell :

WITNESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement : WITNESS

Ethnicity :

Primary :

Weight :

Height :

Hair Length :

Hair Color :

Eye Color :

Birth Date :

Sex :

Race :

 

C

V

Address :

Suffix :

MI :

First Name :

Last Name :

Involvement :

Home :

Cell :

WITNESS

Ethnicity :  

Primary :

 VEHICLES

MI

 2018 

TOWMASTER

State :

Year :

Model :

Make :

TRL

Vehicle Type :

Tag Type : 

Tag Expires :

Tag # :

Color :

Registration # :

VIN :

Body Style : TR
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Towed/Impounded :NoImpounded :NoTowed :

NoRecovered :$0.00Stolen Value :No $0.00Recovered value:Stolen :

Stripped / Burned : No NoLeft At Scene :

NoReleased At Scene : Released To :

MI

 2015 

Ram Wagon

Dodge

State :

Year :

Model :

Make :

LTK

Vehicle Type :

Tag Type : 

Tag Expires :

Tag # :

02/01/2019

Color :

Registration # :

VIN :

Body Style :

WHI

Pickup

Towed/Impounded :NoImpounded :NoTowed :

NoRecovered :$0.00Stolen Value :No $0.00Recovered value:Stolen :

Stripped / Burned : No NoLeft At Scene :

NoReleased At Scene : Released To :

WI

 1999 

ESCORT

Ford

State :

Year :

Model :

Make :

AUT

Vehicle Type :

Tag Type : 

Tag Expires :

Tag # :

04/01/2018

Color :

Registration # :

VIN :

Body Style :

SILSIL

Sedan, 4-door

Towed/Impounded :NoImpounded :NoTowed :

NoRecovered :$0.00Stolen Value :No $0.00Recovered value:Stolen :

Stripped / Burned : No NoLeft At Scene :

NoReleased At Scene : Released To :

WI

 2012 

TERRAIN SLT

General Motor Corp.

State :

Year :

Model :

Make :

AUT

Vehicle Type :

Tag Type : 

Tag Expires :

Tag # :

07/01/2019

Color :

Registration # :

VIN :

Body Style :

SIL

Sport Utility Vehicle

Towed/Impounded :NoImpounded :NoTowed :

NoRecovered :$0.00Stolen Value :No $0.00Recovered value:Stolen :

Stripped / Burned : No NoLeft At Scene :

NoReleased At Scene : Released To :

 PROPERTY

2 

 

 

 

    

 1Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

L T ITEMS

 

 

 

    

 2Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

 

 3Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

FIRE JACKET  

 

    

T POCKET

 

 

 

Current Tracking Info:      

 4Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

S

 

 

 

     

 5Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

BOXERS

 

 

 

    

 6Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

YELL D

 

 

 

    

 7Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

 

 

 

    

 8Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

HELMET - RY

 

 

 

    

 19Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

C MAN BOOTS

 

 

 

    

 32Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

 

 

 

    

 16Sequence # : HARTMAN, MICHAELRecovered By :

 

 

 

    

 41Sequence # : HARTMAN, MICHAELRecovered By :

 OF DRILLING

 

 

 

    

 12Sequence # : MESSENGER, CATHLEENRecovered By :

CONSENT O SEARCH - 2

 

 

 

    

 13Sequence # : MESSENGER, CATHLEENRecovered By :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Description:

4 MAPS

 

 

 

    

 14Sequence # : MESSENGER, CATHLEENRecovered By :

 BEAR TRK

 

 

 

    

 20Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

MAPS FROM TRUCK BEAR COMM

 

 

 

    

 21Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

CITY I D WORK PERMITS

 

 

 

    

 22Sequence # : PLUIM, BENJAMINRecovered By :

D WORK PERMIT

 

 

 

    

 23Sequence # : PLUIM, BENJAMINRecovered By :

D PERMIT

 

 

 

 24Sequence # : PLUIM, BENJAMINRecovered By :

Printed: 12/10/2018   1:55:20 PM Incident Page 24 of 186



INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE
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Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009
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(608) 837-7336

     

D PERMIT

 

 

 

    

 25Sequence # : PLUIM, BENJAMINRecovered By :

D PERMIT

 

 

 

    

 26Sequence # : PLUIM, BENJAMINRecovered By :

EMAIL COMMUNICATION

 

 

 

    

 36Sequence # : HARTMAN, MICHAELRecovered By :

DIGG OTLINE TICKET

 

 

 

    

 37Sequence # : HARTMAN, MICHAELRecovered By :

MAPS

 

 

 

    

 38Sequence # : HARTMAN, MICHAELRecovered By :

 

 39Sequence # : HARTMAN, MICHAELRecovered By :
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

NOTES  

 

     

 

 

 

    

 40Sequence # : HARTMAN, MICHAELRecovered By :

SEARCH WARRANT RIGHT OF WAY

 

 

 

     

 43Sequence # : VEDVIK, NICOLERecovered By :

DOCUMENTS

 

 

 

 

    

 44Sequence # : HALL, DAVIDRecovered By :

MOTI R ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

 

 

 

    

 45Sequence # : VEDVIK, NICOLERecovered By :

 FOR DOCUMENTS USIC

 

 

 

    

 46Sequence # : VEDVIK, NICOLERecovered By :
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SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

DVR PLAYER

 

     

 15Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

M ER

 

 

 

    

 31Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

PLAY SCREEN

 

 

     

 34Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

 

 

     

 35Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

DIGITAL VIDEO RECORDER

 

 

 

     

 42Sequence # : HARTMAN, MICHAELRecovered By :

PAPER CURRENCY

 

 

 

     

 18Sequence # : HARTMAN, MICHAELRecovered By :
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SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

Description:

 AND PROPERTY SEAL

 

 

 

     

 9Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

 BAG

 

 

 

    

 17Sequence # : HARTMAN, MICHAELRecovered By :

BORING EQUIPMENT

 

 

    

 27Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

METAL MESH

 

 

    

 28Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

IC PIPING

 

 

    

 29Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

IC SHAVINGS

 

 Item Location :

 30Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

Printed: 12/10/2018   1:55:20 PM Incident Page 28 of 186
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SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590
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Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

     

W PLASTIC TUBING

 

 

 

     

 33Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

 

 

 

    

 10Sequence # : WHITE, JASONRecovered By :

 INCIDENT SYNOPSIS

On July 10th, 2018, the Sun Prairie Police Department along with the Sun Prairie Volunteer Fire 

Department responded to a report of a gas leak in the intersection of W. Main St. and N. Bristol St. in the 

City of Sun Prairie, Dane County, WI. As a result of the gas leak, an explosion occurred leveling several 

buildings including the Barr House, and causing fires to several surrounding buildings including Glass 

Nickel Pizza. The investigation into the cause of the gas leak, subsequent explosion, and fire was 

conducted by the Sun Prairie Police Department and WI Dept. of Justice, Division of Criminal 

Investigations - State Fire Marshal’s Office.
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INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

 INCIDENT NARRATIVE

NOTICE OF CONFIDENTIALITY

The information contained in the following or attached report is intended only for the personal and 

confidential use of the designated recipient(s) named above.  This report may contain information that is 

privileged, confidential and/or exempt from the disclosure under applicable laws.  As a recipient of the 

information contained in this report you are responsible for protecting the privacy of this 

information.

If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, dissemination, copying 

or distribution of this transmission is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, 

please notify us by telephone at (608) 837-7336 immediately, so we can arrange for the return of the 

documents to us at no cost to you.  Additionally, email us immediately at kpittz@cityofsunprairie.com.

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  MESSENGER, CATHLEEN

SP1800012009.1 CATHLEEN MESSENGER 07/16/2018

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On Tuesday, July 10th 2018 at approximately 6:21 PM, I was operating as a detective for the City of Sun 

Prairie.  

At this time, I was operating in the unmarked black Chevrolet SUV on Windsor Street just west of North 

Bristol Street in the City of Sun Prairie, Wisconsin.

At this time, the Sun Prairie Police Department and the Sun Prairie Fire Department were dispatched 

to the area of North Bristol Street and East Main Street for the report of a gas leak or gas odor.  

I contacted the officer in charge, Sergeant Thomson, via radio, and asked if he would like me to 

respond to assist.  I was advised that at that time, my assistance was not needed.  Therefore, I stayed 

available and in the area.  

At approximately 7:05 PM, while seated in the black unmarked detective Chevrolet SUV on Windsor 

Street just east of North Bristol Street, I heard what I could describe as a loud bang.  At this point, I 

heard over the radio an officer advised that a building had blown up.  

As a result, I engaged my emergency lights and siren in the unmarked Chevrolet SUV eastbound on 

North Bristol Street.  In an attempt to assist with traffic, by minimizing vehicles in the area of North Bristol 

and East Main Street, I parked the unmarked black SUV on North Bristol Street at Windsor Street, so to 

prevent vehicles from travelling south on N. Bristol St.

While in this location, I assisted in moving vehicles away from the scene with the emergency lights on 

my vehicle.
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I, however, noticed that I had no traffic cones to assist in traffic.  Therefore, I requested a fully marked 

patrol car to respond to my location to take over, as I would begin assisting in the investigation portion 

of this incident. 

Shortly thereafter, field training Officer Jason Scott, along with his trainee, Officer Adem Hadji, 

responded to my location and positioned their vehicle where mine was.

At this point, I operated the black SUV further south on Bristol Street in an attempt to assist in the 

immediate area.

INITIAL OBSERVATIONS:

While proceeding southbound on North Bristol Street, I could see large flames coming from the area 

from the northwest corner of North Bristol Street and Main Street.  There was also excessive amounts of 

smoke in the air and a very strong odor of natural gas.  

I parked the unmarked black SUV on Church Street and approached the area of North Bristol at W. 

Main Street on foot.  

At this point, there were still a lot of people in the area on foot.  I continued to tell them to evacuate the 

area quickly.

I was approached by several individuals, advising that several people were still standing behind the 

area of Wagner’s Bar and Grill in the parking lot adjacent to the Bristol and Main Street intersection.

Once there, I observed a female and male standing.  I quickly escorted them out of the area towards 

Church Street where their family members were waiting.   

 

 

  

A nearby Madison EMS ambulance was parked just in front of the East Side Sun Prairie Fire Station .  

They responded to tend to   

CONTACT WITH   AND  

While assisting in evacuating the area, I observed two subjects wearing bright yellow vests.  I know, that 

subjects working on roads, in construction, etcetera, are commonly required to wear these types of 

vests.
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At this point, I believed that the explosion was caused by a gas leak.  Therefore, I immediately made 

contact with these two subjects, who were standing at the intersection of Columbus St. and Angell 

Street.  These subjects verbally identified themselves as   and  .  They 

provided their current address to be .   

advised that  was working for VC Tech when they struck a gas line.  

 and  advised that they would stay near the scene at a safe distance and would await 

contact to obtain a statement.

I thanked both for their cooperation and advised that once the area was evacuated, I would re-contact 

them to obtain more information about the incident.  My initial contact with both subjects then ended.  

CONTINUED EVACUATION:

After ending my initial contact with   and   I continued to assist in removing 

any citizens and vehicles from the area.  

Once the general area was evacuated, it was determined that the command post would be set up at 

Sacred Heart’s Church. It was then relocated to Patrick Marsh Middle School.

I responded to the Sacred Heart’s Middle School, and briefly spoke with other investigators on scene.  It 

was determined that at this point, I would make contact with the workers,   and  

  

RE-CONTACT WITH  

At approximately 8:30 PM on Tuesday, July 10th 2018, I made phone contact with     

advised that  was working in the area of East Main Street and North Bristol Street attempting to install 

fiber optics for MCI Metro/Verizon.  

 and  crew started the job at approximately 10:00 AM on the morning of Tuesday, July 10th 

2018.  At the beginning of the job,  was operating with five crew members.  When the job was 

almost complete, two of the five had been released and only three remained on scene.  

When  and  crew were attempting to install the fiber optics,  advised that  had put 

the pipes in the ground, which consisted of two inch conduit for approximately 400 feet.   had 

started approximately 400 feet north of the intersection of West Main Street at North Bristol Street .

During the installation of the pipes, there were no issues.  However, while the pipes were being 

removed, the crew began smelling gas.   immediately contacted 

9-1-1 and began assisting in evacuating the area.

 advised that in order to ensure  does not strike the gas line , the gas line was pre-marked.  

Printed: 12/10/2018   1:55:20 PM Narrative Page 3 of 157 Incident Page 32 of 186



INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  MESSENGER, CATHLEEN

 then uses a transmitter to locate the drill while drilling.

 did not believe  had struck anything, but believes something must have happened 

approximately 40 feet north of the southwest corner of North Bristol Street and West Main Street .  

 advised that after reaching their destination at this intersection , they began pulling back 

approximately 40 feet.  It was then that the crew began smelling gas.  

After speaking with  briefly over the phone, it became clear that the work completed was fairly 

extensive.  Therefore, I asked if  and I could meet in person, along with  coworker,    

 advised that  was in the area and would speak with me in person, so to explain the process 

of what  was doing that day.

In the end, it was determined that   and   would meet Officer Todd Lukens 

and me at the Sun Prairie High School.

RE-CONTACT WITH  

At approximately 9:15 PM on Tuesday, July 10th 2018, I made contact again with   and 

 

I asked if   would speak with me inside the unmarked detective SUV.    

would speak with Officer Todd Lukens.  Please see Officer Lukens report for further details reference 

his contact with  

  was advised that  was not under arrest and was willing to leave at any time .  I, 

however, did ask  if  had any weapons on  prior to allowing to sit in the front passenger seat of 

the detective SUV.   advised  did not and consented to a pat down of his person.  Nothing was 

located on   

  willingly sat in the front passenger seat of the detective SUV.  I sat in the front driver 

seat.  I reminded  that  was there freely and could leave at any time.  I explained to  that I 

would be asking questions about the process  had taken while working, as well as the information 

about the gas leak.  

  confirmed  identification.   advised that while  is currently living at  

,  permanent address is  

in .

.  VC Tech is currently contracted by Bear Communications to install 

conduit for fiber optics cable.  

 stays in the  during the week days and returns to  residence in  on the 
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weekends.  

  has been working in the Madison, Sun Prairie and Waunakee area since May 2018.

While VC Tech has been contacted by Bear Communications, Bear Communications has been hired 

through MCI Metro/Verizon.

 

 

  

On Tuesday, July 10th 2018 at approximately 9:00 AM,  met with a Bear Communications field 

supervisor prior to beginning the work on North Bristol Street at West Main Street .

During this contact, the field supervisor requested  complete the installation of conduit from the 

area of North Bristol Street to the southwest corner of North Bristol Street and West Main Street .  

 was advised that a different company had begun the job north of this location , but felt the job 

was too difficult to complete.  Therefore, VC Tech was contacted to complete it.

 informed me that prior to drilling or installing the conduit , the water, gas, sewer, electric, phone, 

etcetera, has to be marked by a company, so to ensure that  and  coworkers do not strike 

any utilities.

For this process, digger’s hotline is contacted.  Specifically, 8-1-1 is dialed to advise of the work order.  

At that point, USIC marks the utilities for WE Energies.  

Prior to beginning the job on North Bristol Street at West Main Street,  confirmed that there 

were markings on the area that  would be drilling.  

For the job on Tuesday, July 10th 2018,  was there with      

and 

 informed me that in order to complete this job,  has a drill head which makes approximately 

a four inch hole underground.  The drill head must avoid all utilities.  After making the hole, a PVC pipe, 

which serves as a two inch conduit, is pulled back through the hole made by the drill head.  Tracer wire 

is then left with the conduit so that workers performing other work underground can see the new conduit 

pipe when digging

At this point, I hand drew a four way intersection, showing Main Street and North Bristol Street.

I specifically drew areas where the Barr house was as well as Glass Nickel Pizza.  
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I provided the intersection and requested that  show me where approximately the gas line was , 

and where  was drilling.

The original drawing of this was later entered into RMS as evidence under barcode 62297.

In the drawing,  marked that the gas line, for the most part, was just west of North Bristol Street.

 placed  machine approximately 400 feet north of the Main Street and Bristol Street 

intersection. The machine was facing south and was located on the west side of the street.

 began drilling to the south with  drill.

 however had to dig a total of four holes, so to expose the utilities underground, so to ensure that 

the drill did not strike it.  Two holes were dug for gas, one for the phone line and one for a power line.

 made a perpendicular mark just north of the Barr House, indicating that this hole was dug for 

gas.   advised that during the drilling process,  was able to pass it without any problems.

As  continued to drill south,  had to dig a second hole for the gas line, which was just in front of the 

Glass Nickel Pizza.

 advised that the gas pipe was approximately three to three and a half feet deep .   placed the 

drill at approximately one and three quarter’s feet deep, so to avoid the gas line.  

 advised that the law requires that all utilities be kept 24 inches from each other.

 advised that  did not strike the gas at this location either .

 then connected the PVC pipe out of a hole just to the south of the gas line , exposed in front of 

the Glass Nickel Pizza.   advised that this hole, dug just to the south of the gas line, was so that the 

PVC pipe could be connected to the pipe and pulled backwards.      

 was able to pull the PVC pipe back approximately four rods or 40 feet in length.  At that point, 

however,  told  to stop as  smelled gas.

 then exited the drill and immediately began smelling gas.  He called 9-1-1 and then 8-1-1 for an 

emergency ticket.  

 stood by with fire fighters, assisted in clearing the area and was then contacted by law 

enforcement.

 advised that while drilling and boring out the four inch hole ,  was operating the drill 
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machine.  While  was drilling,  was using the transmitter, so to ensure that the drill did not 

strike any utilities.

After the hole was dug and the PVC pipe was to be pulled back through,  began operating the 

drill and pulling the PVC pipe back.  

 explained that while one of the operators is in the drill machine, they remain on the phone with 

another employee who is on scene, advising the operator of the locates. This is to ensure that there are 

no issues and the two can be in constant communication with each other.   

 advised that  felt confident in doing this job and completing it .

 did not know what happened, but was certain that  did not strike the gas lines that were marked 

and exposed by  crew when digging the hole to expose the utilities.

For the most part,  stayed to the east of the gas line.  When  needed to cross it, the line was 

exposed and a crossing occurred outside the 24 inch requirement.

After discussing the incident further, and having a fairly good understanding of the process, my contact 

with  ended.  I provided  with my business card and case number and requested that  

remain in contact with me, as additional questions and follow-up would probably be needed.   

asked questions about anyone injured.  I, however, was unable to release and information about known 

injuries or fatalities.

I thanked  for  cooperation, and my contact with  ended.

COMMAND POST:

After ending my contact with   I responded to the command post, which was now 

located at the Patrick Marsh Middle School.  I provided a description to various investigators on sight 

about my statement with   

After providing this information to investigators, it was determined that I would not be needed for the 

evening as the fire was still active and my portion of investigations would  not be needed until the fire 

was extinguished and further follow-up occurred.  

Therefore, at approximately 11:15 PM, I cleared from this call for service.

WEDNESDAY JULY 11th 2018:

For Wednesday, July 11th 2018, I was assigned to work from 7 AM – 3 PM.  

PROPERTY:
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Upon arriving to the Sun Prairie East Side Police Department, I was contacted by Sun Prairie Dispatch 

who requested I make contact with Sun Prairie firefighter, Vincent McCabe.  I was advised that I would 

need to collect the uniform from an injured firefighter, Ryan Welch.  

Detective Bartnick and I responded to the Sun Prairie East Fire Department and made contact with 

Vincent McCabe at approximately 7:10 AM.  

Vincent McCabe advised that he believed that the uniform worn by Ryan Welch would need to be turned 

over to the Sun Prairie Police Department.  This included his uniform he had worn during the incident, 

as well as his air pack, jacket, etcetera.

McCabe then turned over to me the air pack, jacket and pants that Welch was wearing during the 

incident.

I was advised that Welch's uniform did have a knox box key in his pocket, which was removed by Mark 

Stevens.  Aside from these items, however, Welch’s flashlight, helmet and gas meter were still on 

scene.

Detective Bartnick and I bagged the air pack, jacket and pants and placed them in the storage 

compartment area of the detectives’ maroon Dodge SUV.

It was later determined that these items would not be needed and were then turned back over to Vincent 

McCabe.

At approximately 7:19 AM, Detective Bartnick, McCabe and I entered the explosion sight area as 

McCabe wanted to point out the items left on scene.

McCabe pointed out a flashlight, gas meter and the helmet belonging to Cory Barr.  Barr’s helmet was 

located on the awning of the building, located on the northeast corner of the North Bristol and East Main 

Street intersection.  

Detective Bartnick took photographs of the items and area that the items were located at.  Detective 

Bartnick downloaded these photos after.  

After observing where these items were, it was determined that collection for these items would not 

occur yet.  Therefore, at approximately 7:30 AM, Detective Bartnick, McCabe and I exited the scene.         

PHONE CONTACT WITH  

After seeing the area damaged by the gas leak, and thinking about the initial statement provided by 

 I did have follow-up questions.  Therefore, I placed a phone call back to  at 
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approximately 8:30 AM.  

During this conversation, I informed  that I did have some follow-up questions.   agreed to 

provide additional information.  

Initially, I began asking questions about the transmitter  had used while digging.   advised that 

there is a transmitter and a receiver which is used to ensure that the drill head is on target.  A small 

beacon is placed on the bore head that is drilling the hole.  While the digging was being completed, 

 held a transmitter, described as a DigiTrack F5.  The DigiTrack F5 receiver is able to pick up 

the location of where the drill head is.  

The receiver has the potential to have memory capabilities.  It however does not work off of a GPS 

system.  

Although the receiver does have memory capabilities,  believed that the memory had to be 

setup ahead of the dig.   believed that  did not have it set up.  

 has been using this equipment for more than four years.

 described the receiver as approximately a one foot by one foot small box with a handle.  He advised 

that the brand was a DigiTrack F5.

When asked,  advised that he would send a photograph of what the receiver looked like .   

believed that  last set the receiver down in front of the Glass Nickel Pizza restaurant.

 later sent me an email with a google image of the DigiTrack F5.  A copy of that e-mail and 

image shall be attached to this report.

 has been working in this area of construction for approximately four years .  
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 advised that each job is considered a “package.”  Each package is normally approximately 

500 feet.  

At this point, I asked  why  felt that the first company declined to continue the job from 

approximately 400 feet north of the Westt Main and North Bristol Street intersection.   advised that  

believed that they felt it was too difficult.   

  

I informed  that I had no further questions at this point , and requested  contact me should  

have any questions or comments about the incident.

At approximately 1:40 PM on Wednesday, July 11th 2018,  contacted me via phone.  

 

  

 also advised that the safety director of Bear Communication was Rich Morris .   contact is 

.  

AUTOPSY:

Detective Bartnick and I were to attend the autopsy of Cory Barr, which was to begin at approximately 

10:30 AM on Wednesday, July 11th 2018.  The medical examiner conducting the autopsy was to be 

Doctor Agnieszka Rogalska, who is the Dane County Deputy’s Chief Medical Examiner.

Detective Bartnick and I arrived at the medical examiner building, located 3111 Luds Lane in 

McFarland, Wisconsin 53558 at approximately 10:00 AM.

The Dane County Medical Examiner case number was 18-4263.  

Prior to the autopsy beginning, medical examiner Doctor Agnieszka Rogalska briefly met with Detective 

Bartnick and I.  Detective Bartnick relayed information that Chief Garrison had provided to us about the 

explosion. 

After discussing the incident briefly, the autopsy began.  

The body bag, which sealed the body of Cory Barr, was body bag number 0007477.  The bag was 

sealed at 10:54 PM on Tuesday, July 10th 2018, by Brandee Godfrey.  For purposes of the autopsy, the 

body bag seal was cut at 11:05 AM.  

Detective Bartnick took photographs of various items during the autopsy.  Please see Detective 

Bartnick’s report and photographs for further details reference this.
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For the majority of the autopsy, Detective Bartnick and I remained in the observation area.  However, 

when Doctor Rogalska was beginning to document the property belonging to Cory Barr, Detective 

Bartnick and I entered the autopsy room.

It should be noted, that upon entering the autopsy room, both Detective Bartnick and I each put on a new 

pair of protective gloves.

Once in the autopsy room, I observed Doctor Rogalska cut the property seal at 11:17 AM.  

While documenting the property Cory Barr had on him and with him, Doctor Rogalska and Detective 

Bartnick took photographs.
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After discussing the autopsy with Rogalska, our contact with her then ended.

EVIDENCE:

After leaving the medical examiner’s office, at approximately 4:30 PM on Wednesday, July 11th 2018, 

Detective Bartnick and I returned to the Sun Prairie West Side Police Department to enter all ten pieces 

of property into evidence under RMS.

Once at the Sun Prairie West Side Police Department, Detective Bartnick and I met with Property 

Officer, Jason White.  Detective Bartnick and I brought in the ten pieces of property to the evidence lab 

area.  Once there, I initialed and dated each piece of evidence.  The evidence was then entered into 

RMS by Property Officer, Jason White.  The evidence includes: 

o 62271- Black Socks

o 62272- Left Jacket pocket contents; dragon fire glove, white protective mask, plastic 

safety glasses

o 62273- Sun Prairie Fire Department jacket

o 62274- Right jacket pocket contents; black fire hood, dragon fire glove, blue pen

o 62275- Suspenders

o 62276- Fruit-of-the-loom boxer shorts

o 62277- Yellow Honeywell cord

o 62278- Extra-large Aeropostale plaid shirt

o 62279- Red biohazard bag and white patient belonging bag and seal

o 62280- Projectiles

After all ten pieces of evidence were entered into RMS and were initialed, the items of evidentiary value 

were turned over to Property Officer Jason White.

CONTACT WITH BRANDEE GODFREY:

After handling the evidence, I sent a follow-up e-mail to Brandee Godfrey requesting information that I 

had not known.  Specifically, I asked about life saving measures, doctors assigned and which hospital 

Barr was taken to, as well as who had transported Barr and what was the time of death.
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THURSDAY JULY 12th, 2018:   

For this date, I was assigned to work as a detective from 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM

PHONE CONTACT WITH  

At approximately 11:50 AM, I placed a follow-up phone call to   reference the incident.  

Due to the fact that there were several holes dug during the job that  was doing , I wanted to 

follow-up about the various depths  dug versus the depth of the utilities  was attempting to avoid.

  answered the phone and agreed to answer any needed questions .  

On the morning of Tuesday, July 10th 2018,  met with a Bear Communication field supervisor, 

identified only as A  at Kwik Trip on American Parkway in Madison, Wisconsin.  The meeting 

occurred due to the fact that  original job in Madison was unable to be completed due to the 

fact that the utilities had not been marked.

Instead of doing this job, A  met with  to discuss the job located on North Bristol Street at 

West Main Street.  While at the Kwik Trip on American Parkway, A  provided  with a map of 

the job which needed to be completed.  A  told  that the markings were there and were valid.  

A  advised that this was a partial job due to the fact that the previous company had stopped.

 advised that when  responded to North Bristol Street and West Main Street ,  found the 

location where the previous company had stopped, approximately 400 feet north of the intersection.  It 

was there, that  parked his truck, and began using the drilling machine.  

Through the course of the 400 foot approximate job,  drilled at the deepest depth of 

approximately six to six and a half feet deep.  At the shallowest point,  dug at approximately one 

to one and a half feet in depth.  

 advised that there was a gas main directly in front of Glass Nickel , located at approximately a 

depth of three to three and a half feet.   however drilled at approximately one to one and a half feet in 

depth.  This caused  drill and PVC pipe to be above the gas main.

Furthermore, there were two gas service points that  had to dig up.  The first gas service was 

dug next to Guimo’s Mexican restaurant.  This area was dug in the grass.   believed that the gas 
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service was approximately two feet deep.   however, laid  drill at approximately six and a half feet 

deep.  

The second gas service location was approximately 100 feet south of the first gas service, located next 

to Guimo’s Mexican restaurant.  This second gas service piping was approximately three to four feet in 

depth.   however, drilled at a depth of approximately two to two and a half feet.  

Again,  advised that  was confident in  work and did not believe that anything had gone 

wrong.  It was not until  began laying the PVC pipe, that the odor of gas was detected.

At this point, I asked about  jobs.   advised that in most cases,  had been receiving, what 

 referred to as “packages” from Bear Communications.  This is an entire job from start to finish.  For 

example,  advised that if the first company had finished their job, they would have ended at 

North Bristol andWest Main Street, but would have had begun much further north on Bristol Street.  

In fact,  advised that on Monday, July 9th 2018,  received  first partial job from Bear 

Communications.   was unsure where exactly this had occurred, but advised it was in Sun Prairie.  

Bear Communications requested that  finish a job where a contractor reportedly run out of rods 

to complete the job.  On that date, Bear Communications advised  that the job was already 

marked and to continue with the same marks.   advised that  had received an e-mail 

reference this and offered to forward it to me if need be.  I did request this information. 

 advised that prior to Monday, July 9th 2018,  had never received a partial job.  It was not until 

the 9th that  received  first partial job and then received a second partial job the morning of the 

10th, which consisted of the North Bristol and West Main Street location.

In order to understand the utility marking process, I asked additional questions of 

 advised that some requirements, including distance of utilities, markings, etcetera, vary state 

by state.   has worked in different states previously and knows that there are differences .  

However,  advised that in most cases, the contractor is to submit a ticket to the marking 

company.  The ticket is good for ten days.  If however, for whatever reason, a contractor stops work on a 

location for eight days or more, the locates have to be remarked.  

At this point, I asked  that if one contractor has an area marked for their job and is then picked 

up by a second contractor, is that ticket and marking still valid for the second contractor picking up the 

work.   advised that  believes that the ticket is transferable, but needs to be transferred to the new 

company.   however, was not 100 percent sure.  

When asked if the ticket was transferred to  company, VC Tech,  advised that  did not know if it 

was or was not.   however, did not have it transferred.
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When asked about the company doing the previous work,  advised that the company was Jet 

Underground who had begun the work on North Bristol Street and had stopped where  began 

 portion of the job.

I again thanked  for  cooperation and informed  that  has been very helpful in explaining 

this process to me from  perspective.   advised that I could contact if further questions arise.  My 

contact with  then ended.

INJURY LIST:

The Sun Prairie Police Department elected to send out a Nixle Alert in regards to anyone injured as a 

result of the explosion that had occurred in the area of East Main Street and North Bristol Street.  As a 

result, I was tasked with contacting any subjects injured from the incident and documenting them.  

I was also provided an e-mail with partial information of subjects injured and transported.  Those names 

include:

o Firefighter- Ryan Welch

o Firefighter- Cory Barr

o Firefighter- Matthew Scovila

o   transported by Madison Fire

o Gregory Pavlic- transported by Madison Fire

o L  D - transported by McFarland Fire

o Brian Davis- transported by McFarland Fire

o Anthony- transported by Waunakee Fire

o A  R - transported by Marshall Fire

o C  W - a civilian

After following up on these names, it was determined that I would not make contact with any Sun Prairie 

firefighters, as those contacts would be made in person.  It was found that this included Ryan Welch, 

Gregory Pavlic, Brian Davis, Anthony, and Matthew Scovila.  

I first made phone contact with C  W r.  I know W  through previous professional contacts 

and  being the .

After speaking with  on the phone briefly at approximately 10:00 AM on Thursday, July 12th 2018, 

W  advised  would come into the Sun Prairie East Side Police Department to provide a 

statement, obtain photographs and provide a release of medical information form.

At approximately 10:30 AM on Thursday, July 12th 2018, W  arrived at the Sun Prairie East Side 

Police Department lobby area.   was there, with one of  of , verbally 

identified as S   B  ( ).
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W  advised that   was driving through the area of East Main and Bristol Street prior to the 

explosion, but after the gas leak. When W   arrived home,  told W  that there was a 

very strong odor of natural gas at the intersection.

C  W  responded to   on East Main Street and made contact with  employee , M  

C .  W  told C  to evacuate everyone.  C , however, was already in the 

process of doing so as emergency personal on scene had requested  do.

C  W  was then trying to assist in ensuring everyone was evacuated .  

W  was directly in front of  bar, facing north next to a fireman trying to ensure that all of  

tenants were out of the building.  While standing in front of , an explosion occurred just to  left 

(west).  As a result of the explosion, glass shattered nearby.  Some of the glass struck W  

eye, cheek and face area. 

 

  

 

  

 

 

C  W  further advised that  is the owner of .  The tenant 

at  was S  B , who was with W  during my contact with    

110 East Main Street is Wagner’s Bar and Grill.  W  reported no injuries sustained from anyone 

inside.

W  attempted to make contact at , but was unable to make contact at the 

residence.   however, did make contact with  tenant, identified as K  S .  W  was 

informed by S  that  was not home during the explosion and was fine.  

I provided W  with my business card and the case number.  I requested that  contact me should 

 have any questions or require follow-up with  doctors from  injuries.
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After obtaining this information from W , my contact with  then ended.

A  R :

I made phone contact with A  R .  R  primarily speaks Spanish.  Therefore,  turned  phone 

over to     who assisted in translating.

With the assistance of  a statement was able to be obtained.

Just before the explosion, R  was with several of  friends, standing in front of the barber shop.  

Based on this description, I believe this to be Mr. Rudd’s Barber Shop, located at 200 East Main Street.  

While there, the explosion occurred in the area of Bristol and Main Street.  As a result of the explosion, 

glass exploded nearby.  

R  sustained several cuts to  right leg and right shoulder.

R  had no further statements to make reference the incident.

I requested that R  contact me should  have any further questions.  I also requested  contact me 

should  follow-up or have complications with  doctors reference  injuries.

I provided  with a business card, case number and a phone number to contact me.

L  D :

I attempted phone contact with L  D .  However, when dialing  number, , I 

spoke with  family member, D  M .  M  advised that  

.  Mc  advised that D  sustained no 

injuries as a result of the incident.   however, was transported by EMS to .  

M  advised that  would ensure that this was the case and would contact me if D  was in 

fact injured.  My contact with  then ended.

R  H :

I then made phone contact with R  H .   advised that as a result of the explosion,  was 

transported by the Madison Fire Department to .
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H  advised that  was at  residence of  

 when  heard a loud boom which caused  window to blow in and  door to explode.  

H  advised that the glass was all over  apartment.   then went downstairs and began 

shaking.   

  

  

H  reported no other injuries.

I provided H  with the case number, my contact information and requested  contact me should 

 have further complications about the incident or have any questions.  My contact with him  

ended.

S  P :

I received a follow-up phone call from S  P  reference the Nixle Alert.

S  P  advised that  was at  residence on  

 sitting in  kitchen.   advised that while there, all of the glass windows blew in to the 

residence.

P  denied any injuries but advised  went to  doctor on Wednesday , July 11th 2018,  

 

  

P  had no further statement to make, and my contact with  ended.  I, however, did provide  

with the case number, my name and contact information, should  have any further questions or 

follow-up reference injuries.

R  T :

Also after the Nixle Alert was sent, I received a phone call from A  T .  A  T  

verbally identified  as well as   R  T .  

A  advised, that while   R  is ,  is unable to use the phone currently 

as  is having a difficult time hearing as a result of the explosion .  

A  was able to obtain a partial statement from R  about the incident.
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R  was walking in front of Ben’s Auto, located at 225 West Main Street in the city of Sun Prairie, 

Wisconsin.  

While at this location, an explosion occurred. 

R  did not sustain any cuts, but  sustained injury to  ears. 

 

 

A  advised that aside from the hearing, R  did not report any other injuries.  They were concerned 

about concussions, but R  advised that  did not fall down as a result of the explosion.

I provided A  with my contact information as well as the case number.  I requested that  follow-up 

with me if there is any additional updates reference any damage sustained to R  T  

hearing.  

F  M ,  -  B  P  A  :

Reference the Nixle Alert, I received a phone call from a subject identified as S  M .  M  

advised that  speaks both Spanish and English and was calling on behalf of friends who are 

affiliated with the El Primo restaurant, located at 105 East Main Street in the City of Sun Prairie, 

Wisconsin.  

M  advised that as a result of the explosion,  friends are currently staying with  and  

residence on .  

F  M  is the .   along with  -  and B  

P  A  R , were standing outside  store, after the gas leak.  The three were then 

evacuated to the area of Salvatore's restaurant, located at 121 East Main Street in the city of Sun 

Prairie, Wisconsin.  

After the explosion had occurred, glass had broken from the area windows.  Due to the glass being 

airborne, F  M ,  -  and B  P  A  R  sustained numerous 

cuts to their arms and heads.  The three responded to the Patrick Marsh Middle School where they 

were tended to by the Red Cross.  They did not respond to a hospital, nor did they seek treatment from 

a doctor.

I provided M  with the case number, my contact information and name and requested that  or 

another translator contact me on behalf of M , -  or A  R  if any of the injuries 
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experience complications.  My contact with  then ended.

J  M :

After the Nixle Alert, I was then contacted by a subject verbally identified as J   M .  M  

resides at .  

M  advised that at approximately 6:30 PM on Tuesday, July 10th 2018,  was seated in a chair in 

 backyard.  While seated in  backyard, an explosion occurred and debris began falling into 

M  backyard.

M  was pushed back into  seat as a result of the explosion and immediately stood up and ran 

directly into a laundry pole in  yard.

M  went to the emergency room at  

M  denied having any other injuries.  I provided  with the case number, contact information and 

name and requested that  contact me should  have any complications.

J  RI :

As a result of the Nixle Alert, I received information, via e-mail reference another complaint of injury.  The 

subject was identified as J  R .  

Due to the call activity reference this incident, I was unable to re-contact  until Friday, July 13th 2018.  

At that time, I made phone contact with R , who verbally identified 

R  advised that  was driving south on North Bristol Street.  Due to the gas leak,  was 

routed onto Angell Street to Church Street and then towards Main Street.

While on Church at Main Street, an explosion occurred at what R  advised was 7:04 PM.

R  denied being hit with any debris.

At the time of the explosion,  was seated in the passenger seat of  friend’s vehicle.    

friend was driving the vehicle during the incident.

However, after the explosion, R  reported having a headache for approximately three days, 

along with mild confusion and stomach pain.   
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Ri  also advised that   friend who was driving the vehicle, also had a stomach ache, 

headache and reported ears ringing.

I provided R  with the case number, my contact information and name and requested that  

contact me should  have any complications as a result of the incident.  Furthermore, I requested that 

 pass the information along to   friend who was driving the vehicle during the incident if  

had any issues as well.  My contact with  then ended.

WITNESSES:

In addition to contacting the injury victims, I was also tasked with documenting any subjects calling to 

report being a witness of the incident.  However, up until the date of this report, Sunday, July 15th 2018, I 

have made no contact with the majority of the subject identified by me.  I did however, make contact with 

one witness reference the incident.  The following, however, is a list of other subjects who called and 

were willing to provide statements:

o J  M  

o S  B   

    

o T  R  

o R  E  

o M  D  

Despite being unable to obtain witness statements from the majority of the subjects identified, I was 

able to obtain a statement from M  D .  M  D  is an  

.  Lieutenant Konopacki and Sergeant Cox were advised that D  may have video about the 

incident.  As a result, I made contact with  on Friday, July 13th 2018 at approximately 12:00 PM.

 

 

M  D  was  at the Glass Nickel Pizza on Tuesday, July 10th 2018, from approximately 

4:45 PM- 6:30 PM.  

While  at the Glass Nickel Pizza in Sun Prairie, Wisconsin,  observed workers digging holes 

directly in front (north) of the Glass Nickel Pizza restaurant.   believed in total, there were four or five 

males working.  

While  at the Glass Nickel, D   stopped in to talk with 

D  was interested in what the workers were doing outside and requested that   speak 

with them to see exactly what they were doing.  
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When D   was outside smoking a cigarette,  was going to speak with the workers.  

However,  was unable to speak with them as  observed them speaking in a different language .  

D  advised D  that  did not know what they were doing because  could not 

understand them.

Shortly thereafter, D  observed a male, described as approximately six feet tall, average height 

and build, running north from the hole they were digging directly in front of the Glass Nickel Restaurant.  

As the male began running, M  D  began walking towards the front (north) entrance of the 

restaurant.  As D  approached the front of the restaurant,  immediately smelled a strong odor of 

natural gas.  

D  was standing directly in front of the front (north) window and began recording the two 

holes that the workers were digging up.  

Located at the southwest corner of the hole, located on the sidewalk in front of Glass Nickel, were 

several bubbles of liquid that were bubbling up from the ground.

D  showed me a snapchat video recorded by   of the liquid.  

D   was asked by D  to lock the front door, at which time all subjects inside 

immediately left.  Shortly thereafter, the explosion occurred.

M  D  advised that the worker’s had been there since  had arrived  at 4:45 PM.  

D  checked on the subjects regularly because  was interested in what they were doing.

I asked D  if  would be able to send me a copy of the snapchat video that  had showed me, 

which was only several seconds and only recorded what appeared to be water bubbles bubbling from 

one of the VC Tech digging sights on the sidewalk.

D  advised that  would attempt to send the video to me, and my contact with  ended. As of 

the date of this report, no video has been received. The video however was very short and only showed 

bubbles of some unknown liquid bubbling up from the ground.

FRIDAY JULY 13th, 2018:

I was scheduled to work on Friday, July 13th 2018, from 8:15 AM - 4:15 PM.

CONTACT WITH  

During this shift, Detective Hall and I worked together to complete several tasks.

Printed: 12/10/2018   1:55:20 PM Narrative Page 23 of 157 Incident Page 52 of 186



INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  MESSENGER, CATHLEEN

In the morning, I contacted   and asked if  would be willing to meet with Detective Hall 

and me to discuss the incident further.   advised that we should contact  attorney, John Coleman.  

 advised that Coleman was coming to the area to meet with  that day.  Our contact with 

 ended.

CONTACT WITH JOHN COLEMAN:

Detective Hall and I then contacted  attorney, John Coleman.  Coleman is an attorney, hired by 

Nationwide Insurance.

John Coleman advised that he was coming to the Sun Prairie area to meet with OSHA personnel 

reference the incident at 1:00 PM on Friday, July 13th 2018.  Coleman agreed to meet with Detective 

Hall and me, along with his client  just after the meeting.

After briefly speaking with Coleman, our contact with him ended.

WALK THROUGH OF SCENE:

After speaking with Coleman, Detective Hall and I responded to the area of Angell Street at North 

Bristol Street.  There, we made contact with DCI personal as well as Detective Sergeant Cox.  It was 

determined that Detective Hall and I, along with a DCI agent would check the area of North Bristol Street 

and Main Street to examine the scene further.  Specifically, I wanted to look at the holes that were dug 

by  and  crew as well as the gas line that was struck during the boring process .  

After looking through the scene, I responded back to speak with Detective Sergeant Cox as well as 

other DCI personal.

USIC:

At approximately 11:42 AM, Detective Sergeant Cox was attempting to obtain information from USCI, 

reference the employee who marked the utilities.  

Detective Sergeant Cox was on the phone with a subject, identified as Traci Martinez, an employee of 

Squire Patton Boggs.  Detective Sergeant Cox elected to have the phone call be on speaker phone 

while in contact with Martinez.  Also present during that speaker phone call was Detective Hall, USIC 

employee Pete Reeve, USIC employee Hans Iwand and me.  

Traci Martinez advised that in order to find the employee who marked the utilities , the contractor 

requesting the locates would need to be provided.  

Initially, Detective Sergeant Cox ended this contact with Martinez and informed her that we would be in 

contact with her shortly to see if a contractor’s name could be provided. 
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After Detective Sergeant Cox, Hall and I, as well as other DCI agents discussed the incident, it was 

determined that USCI would be provided with the names VC Tech, Bear Communications and Jet 

Underground.

After this information was to be provided to Martinez, I briefly spoke with USIC employees, Hans Iwand 

and Pete Reeve.  I informed them at this point, I would be the contact person for USIC reference this 

incident.  I requested that when they retrieve the employee assigned to locating the utilities for this job, 

that they contact me directly.  A business card with my contact information was provided to them.  

I was informed by Iwand and Reeve that it would most likely not occur until Monday, not because USIC 

was not attempting to assist in the investigation, but simply because it was Friday afternoon.  I 

explained to Iwand and Reeve that locating the employee who performed the locates was essential to 

our investigation.  Furthermore, while I understood the fact that it was Friday afternoon, many other 

people would be working through the weekend and we ask that USIC do everything that they could to 

ensure that the delay was not extended any longer than necessary. 

I was not contacted by Martinez until 5:34 PM on Friday, July 13th 2018.  At that point, Martinez advised 

that they were checking hundreds of jobs in that intersection.  However, she advised that she was fairly 

certain that VC Tech did not have a ticket for the job.

At that point, they were beginning to check with Bear Communication tickets in the area.  

After verifying with Detective Sergeant Cox, I informed Martinez that a possible employee of USIC, 

identified only as ‘  could possibly be an employee who did the locates.  (This information was 

obtained during my contact with  at 1:00 PM on Friday, July 13th 2018.  See below for 

information obtained during that incident).

Martinez advised that she had not heard of the name  but will check.  

Martinez asked who would be leading the pressure testing of the pipes.  I informed her that I was not 

sure.  However, after checking with Detective Sergeant Cox, he advised that we would be leading with 

the pressure testing. 

My contact with Martinez then ended.

MEETING WITH     AND JOHN COLEMAN:

At approximately 1:00 PM on Friday, July 13th 2018, Detective Hall and I met with   and 

    along with  attorney John Coleman.  

John Coleman advised that they were going cooperate completely with the police investigation.  

Coleman is furthermore an attorney hired by Nationwide Insurance. 

  Coleman, Hall and I spoke together inside the DCI RV, which was parked on North 
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Bristol Street at Angell Street in the City of Sun Prairie, Wisconsin.

Prior to beginning the interview, Detective Hall and I explained to all parties that they were not under 

arrest and were free to go.  They were advised that while we were in a closed RV, the door was 

unlocked and any party could leave at any point.  All were reminded that they were there freely.

Detective Hall and I explained that in addition to the interview, we would be looking for consent to 

search the white truck, bearing  truck plates,  belonging to a 2015 Ram pickup truck, 

which was currently parked on North Bristol Street, just north of Angell Street in the City of Sun Prairie, 

Wisconsin.  The vehicle was registered to VC Tech.  

At this point, Coleman informed us that   is actually the  of     

 is actually an  of  

As a result, it was determined a consent to search form would be requested by   to 

search the vehicle.  All parties agreed to allow officers to search the interior of  truck plate 

  Specifically, Detective Hall and I would be looking for maps, permits or paperwork 

referencing the job on North Bristol Street at East Main Street.

Please see Detective Hall’s report for further details reference the consent to search form reference the 

vehicle.  In conclusion,   signed, allowing consent for officers to search the vehicle and 

  signed as the witness.  

After signing the consent to search form, I began my interview with   reference the 

events prior to the incident on Tuesday, July 10th 2018.  

It should be noted that while the interview was not completely in chronological order, for the purpose of 

this report, it shall be.

  has been working in the area of drilling into the ground to bury conduit for 

approximately four years.  Prior to working in Wisconsin,  

 

 an employee of VC Tech, has been working for Bear Communications in Wisconsin for 

approximately three to four months.  During that time,  has laid approximately ten miles of PVC 

piping.  

Prior to the incident on July 10th 2018,  reported striking a gas line in February 2018 while in 

Indiana. 

Since working for Bear Communications in Wisconsin,  commonly refers to a job as a 

“package”.  Bear Communications assigns "packages" to the various contractors, including VC Tech. 

 up until recently, has received full packages from Bear Communications. 
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However, on Monday, July 9th 2018,  received a partial package.   advised that  had 

received an e-mail in late June about completing a partial job in Sun Prairie.

  

 was referring to an e-mail  had received from J  E  on Thursday, June 28th 2018 at 

4:32 PM.  This is an email with the subject line “Notice to Proceed”.  

The e-mail advised  that attached to the e-mail was a permit and a print-out of the map for a 

600 foot “shot.”  The location was reported as being already located.   was advised that  

would need extra rods to complete the shot and requested that the shot be completed before July 4th, 

2018.  

 advised that the previous company who was working on this job was identified as a company 

called PUSH.  PUSH had informed Bear Communications that they did not have enough range to 

complete the job.  

 advised that this job was near the Culver’s restaurant, located at 1501 West Main Street in the 

City of Sun Prairie, Wisconsin.  While he could not provide the cross streets that the shot was needed to 

be done, the map showed that the work needed to be done in the area of South Bird Street and West 

Main Street.  

PUSH had completed much of the job, but did not complete the work near the intersections.  

 advised that this was the first time  had ever been assigned a partial package .  

Then, on Tuesday, July 10th 2018,  was supposed to work on a job in Madison, Wisconsin.  

However, there was an issue with permits being pulled for the job.  

 had exchanged text messages from the field supervisor , identified only as A   The two 

discussed the work that needed to be done in Madison and what needed to be done reference the 

permits for Madison.

A  then informed  that  had a different job for  since  could not complete the work in 

Madison.  

 then met with A  at the Kwik Trip gas station, located on American Parkway in Madison, 

Wisconsin.

While at the Kwik Trip gas station, A  provided  with two different maps for two different jobs 

that needed to occur in Sun Prairie.  The first job was to occur at the intersection of North Bristol and 

Main Street.  The second job was to occur on North Bird Street near Schiller Street. 

Of the jobs provided by A , both were partial jobs.
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After discussing the job,  responded to the location.

At the same time, on Tuesday, July 10th, at approximately 9:54 AM,   contacted a 

Bears Communication employee, J  E , Bear Communications project engineer.   was 

unable to speak with J  at that time.  J  then contacted  at 10:34 AM but  

missed the phone call.

 then called J  at 10:39 AM.  At that point,  requested e-mails with details about the 

job that  would be completing in the area of West Main Street and North Bristol Street .   also 

requested the maps that  had also received.   informed J  that  would make 

contact to have the locates done as well.  

J  informed  that he would e-mail  the needed paperwork, but further advised that  

did not need to call about locates as the locates were good.  At 10:40 AM, on Tuesday July 10th 2018, 

  received an e-mail from J  E  with a notice to proceed on the North Bristol at 

Main Street location as well as the location on Bird Street near Schiller Street.   was asked to 

complete the job before 07/14/2018. 

In most instances, the e-mails include the work notice to proceed, maps and permits.  The permits were 

not attached to the maps for this job.  

At approximately 11:00 AM on Tuesday, July 10th 2018,  and  crew of four others begin 

scouting the location that they are going to work.  At this time, A , the field supervisor and M  

H , from Bear Communications, were on scene.

 expresses  frustration with receiving partial jobs during the last few days .  

Prior to beginning the job,  has  crew members began setting up for construction.  

Specifically,  has  employees set up cones and signs.  While  crew members were doing this, 

 began planning where  shot or dig will occur.  

 advised, that using white paint,  marked exactly where  wanted  crew members to dig a 

hole, so to expose the utilities that they would need to cross.  

In total, the crew dug six holes along North Bristol Street and West Main Street.  Specifically, the crew 

dug holes for five utilities and dug one hole for an exit point to bring the PVC pipe back through.

On the day of this job,   was working with       

and    

 advised that another company, identified as PUSH, was doing work on West Main Street on 

the south side of West Main Street, but west of North Bristol Street.  PUSH continued to do work 
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throughout the day while VC Tech did work on North Bristol Street.

Prior to  beginning the job,  began planning where exactly  was going to plan  shot.  

While looking at the utilities,  noticed markings on West Main Street, directly in front of the Glass 

Nickel Pizza.  Specifically, there were orange lines spray painted on the far right eastbound lanes on 

West Main Street just west of North Bristol Street.  

However, there was also a solid orange line traveling from the curb of West Main Street , directly in front 

of the far east end of Glass Nickel traveling north.  

 advised that there was approximately six to eight inches between the dotted east and west 

lines and the solid north and south lines.  was aware that a "T" shaped marking indicated 

which direction a utility connected. However, due to the six to eight inch gap,  was not sure if there 

was a connection or not.

 approached the crew leader from PUSH to discuss the markings.  The crew leader of PUSH 

advised that  was aware that a USIC employee, identified only as  had done the markings.  

The crew leader of PUSH asked  if  would like him to call  about the markings .   

asked him to do so.  

The crew leader from PUSH then contacted  from USIC via phone.  The crew leader of PUSH 

asked if  would come out to the scene to look and explain the markings.  

 however, advised that  would simply look at a map and explain the markings to them.  

After looking at a map,  explained to  and the crew leader of PUSH via phone that the gas 

main travels east and west in the eastbound lanes of traffic, but stops just before Bristol Street.

After having this discussion via phone,  continued planning  shot.  

At this point, Detective Hall and I provided  with several google images of the intersection of 

North Bristol Street at West Main Street.  After the interview was completed, these images were later 

entered into RMS as evidence.

Using the google images,  explained  thought process of the job.  

Initially,  had discussed with A  and M  H  the option of doing the shot in the street on 

North Bristol St.  They, however, informed  that they did not want the work done in the street and 

requested that it be done under the sidewalk area instead.  

 advised that  felt if  was allowed to go in the street ,  could avoid many of the utilities.  
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Next,  advised that  believed that if  went deeper than the utilities ,  might be more 

successful.  However, after trying to bore deep into the ground,  struck what  believed to be sand 

stone and was unable to proceed any further.   then backed out.

 began drilling in the road verge area just north of 142 North Bristol Street.  

He advised that Jet Underground had stopped just south of this location.  

In total,  had to dig five utility holes and one exit hole.  The first hole, herein referred to as hole 

number one, was dug at the far north end of the drilling sight., just north of Guimo's Mexican restaurant, 

located at 126 N. Bristol St. This hole was the only hole dug in the grass.   and  crew 

members were attempting to avoid phone lines.

The second hole, herein referred to as hole number two, was dug on the sidewalk for a gas service.  

The gas service was approximately two to two and a half feet deep and  drilled at approximately 

six and a half feet.

The third hole, herein referred to as hole number three, was dug just north of the Barr House to avoid to 

power and phone lines.  The utility lines were approximately two feet deep while  drilled at five 

feet. 

The fourth hole, herein referred to as hole number four, was parallel to the Barr House.  The hole was 

dug to avoid a gas service as well as traffic lights. 

 advised that the gas line was approximately three feet while the lights were very shallow .   

drilled at approximately two feet.

The fifth hole, herein referred to as hole number five, was located on the southwest corner, directly in 

front of Glass Nickel for a gas main.  The gas main was approximately three and a half to four feet deep 

while  drilled at approximately one and a half to 1.8 feet in depth.

The sixth hole, herein referred to as hole number six, was a hole to simply connect the drill to the PVC 

pipe to pull the PVC pipe back through the hole.

At this stage of the job, an attachment is placed on the drill and the PVC pipe is attached to it.  The drill 

is then pulled back through the previously drilled hole and would have been attached to the far north end, 

near the 142 North Bristol Street address, where the job was begun.

While the drill was being operated by  ,   was holding a receiver, to confirm 

where the drill bit was.   then spray painted white spray paint approximately every ten feet , so to 

show where the drill had been digging and where the PVC pipe would be pulled back through.
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During this entire process,  and  were on the phone with one another, ensuring that the 

process went without issues.

After the drilling was completed, and the PVC pipe was attached to the drill,  began pulling the 

PVC pipe back through the hole.  

 advised that after pulling back, four rods or forty feet,  and  began yelling that they 

were smelling gas.

 responded to their area and began hearing and smelling gas.   believed that it was coming 

out of hole number five and hole number six.   also advised that water was used for the drilling 

process.   had observed water bubbles coming out of hole number five.

 used  cell phone and immediately contacted 9-1-1.   began stopping traffic and shortly 

thereafter, fire and police arrived on scene.    

While area units were speaking with each other and evacuating the area,  had a conversation 

with one of the firefighters, advising that  believed it was possible for the gas to enter the sewer and 

go into the nearby buildings.

 then contacted M  H , the Bear Communication’s supervisor at  at 6:25 

PM.   advised  of the situation.  

During the time after the gas line was struck,  had taken a photograph of the intersection.   

advised that  had not taken any photographs prior to the job, but did take a photograph after the gas 

line was struck. It turned out, that  had actually taken two photographs of the intersection.   agreed 

to e-mail these photographs to me.

 then called 8-1-1, digger’s hotline at 6:29 PM and requested an emergency ticket.  Looking at 

 call log,  advised that the conversation lasted for 11 minutes.   attempted to explain the 

severity of the situation, but they did not appear to understand.  

As the area was being evacuated,  responded back to where  drill was on North Bristol 

Street.  At that point, the explosion occurred.   advised that nothing like this had happened 

before to  and  remained in the area until I contacted 

Reference the photographs,  agreed to e-mail them to me.  It was also found that  had 

received several photographs as well  from    

 believed that  had cleared all of the marked utilities and believes that if  had struck 

anything, it would have been approximately forty feet north of the end point, directly in front of Glass 

Nickel Pizza.  
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I also asked follow-up questions reference  previously working with USIC employee   

 advised that he had worked with  before.   advised that  had one missed mark with 

 in Waunakee for a fiber optics cable.

While missed marks are uncommon,  advised that they happen approximately one to two times 

each year.

CONSENT TO SEARCH PHONE:

Detective Hall and I requested for a consent to search for  phone reference text messages, 

phone logs and e-mails about this incident.  With the permission of   consent was 

given.

I completed the consent to search form and read the form verbatim to , who agreed to allow 

Detective Hall and I consent to search his phone.   signed as the subject giving consent and 

 signed as the witness.

Please see Detective Hall’s report for further details reference the content of   phone.

WALK THROUGH OF SCENE:

After obtaining the statement from ,  agreed to walk through the job process with Detective 

Hall and me.  It was also determined that  attorney, John Coleman, would walk through with us.  

Furthermore,  ,  walked with us from approximately 142 North Bristol Street south 

until just south of Angell Street, where the chain link fence blocked access into the area where the gas 

explosion had effected the scene most.  was asked to remain there while  and  attorney, 

Coleman would walk into the blast area. Per this requested,  remained outside the chain linked 

fence.

 first brought us to the area just north of , where  truck and machinery 

remained.  

 pointed out a utility pole in front of .   advised that Jet 

Underground had stopped their work at this location.   pointed out an orange tube attached to the 

utility pole, coming out from the ground.  This was the end of Jet Underground’s job.

 further explained that  began drilling just north of this location .  This was due to the fact that a 

vault needed to be dug just north of the job in front of .

 advised that a vault is used for the wire to come together .
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After  had planned  shot for the work,  pointed out that as the drilling commenced,  

continued to use  receiver to see exactly where the drill was.  In order to ensure  knew where the 

drill was for the entirety of the shot,  took a can of white spray paint and sprayed white dots 

approximately every ten feet.   advised that by doing so, if one of the rods disconnected or needed to 

be retrieved,  could isolate the area that it was located.  

 then walked us to the north end of the Guimo’s Mexican restaurant, located at 126 North Bristol 

Street in the City of Sun Prairie, Wisconsin.  

 pointed out a hole that was dug at the very end of the grassy area , located on the north east 

area of Guimo’s restaurant. 

 advised that this hole was dug in the grass.  The purpose of the hole was to avoid a gas line 

which was located at approximately four feet.

 advised that the drilling was at approximately two feet below the surface .

 experienced no problems at this location.

After successfully passing the gas line,  and  crew continued to drill south.   advised that 

the entire time,  followed parallel to the gas line more than 24 inches.  

The second hole that needed to be dug was located at the far southeast corner of Guimo’s Mexican 

restaurant in the sidewalk area.

 advised that initially,  had elected to try and drill deep, so to avoid all of the utilities.  

Therefore, at this point,  began drilling at a depth of approximately ten feet.  However, after hitting 

what  believed to be sand stone,  pulled the drill back, and began redoing the drilling at 

approximately six to six and a half feet.

For the purpose of the second hole,  and  crew dug a depth of six feet.  The utilities at this 

location were approximately two to two and a half feet.

While approaching hole number three, which was dug approximately sixty feet north of the West Main 

Street and North Bristol Street intersection,  approached at approximately six feet in depth.

However,  advised that the gas line was approximately six to six and a half feet in depth .  

Therefore, prior to reaching the gas line,  and  crew raised the drill and bore a hole at 

approximately three to three and a half feet in depth.

Hole number four, which was located near the northwest corner of North Bristol Street and West Main 

Street, was dug at a more shallow level.
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 advised that due to the number of utilities in the intersection,  approached at a more shallow 

level.   believed that  was drilling the hole at approximately two to two and a half feet in depth.

At this point I pointed out an orange "T" shape in front of the hole.  I asked  what exactly the 

symbol meant.   advised that the symbol meant that a gas service connected to the gas main at this 

location.  However, based on the "T", there would be no utilities to the west.   advised that  

and  crew dug a hole at this location at a depth of three to three and a half feet.   advised that while 

the markings indicated the connection of a gas line,  and  crew did not locate it.   advised that 

this simply meant that the gas line was lower than what they had dug.  They, however, had room to drill.  

Therefore,  and  crew drilled a depth of approximately two to two and a half feet . 

At the North Bristol and West Main Street intersection,  advised that the gas line was now 

located on the west side of the North Bristol Street and West Main Street intersection .  Therefore,  

planned  shot into the street area of North Bristol Street and approached the southwest corner of 

North Bristol Street at East Main Street directly in front of Glass Nickel Pizza at approximately a 45 

degree angle.

Due to the number of utilities in the area,  approached hole number five very shallow.  

 and  crew located the gas line at hole number five at approximately three and a half to four 

feet in depth.   drilled approximately one to 1.7 feet deep.

 advised that this is the area that  had previously spoken to the crew leader of PUSH .   

pointed out the dotted lines, traveling east and west in the far right east bound lane of traffic , indicating 

the gas line was there.   then pointed out a partial solid line traveling north and south.

 advised that while  and  crew dug a hole in this area, this is the location where there was 

approximately six to eight inches in-between the north and south solid mark and the east and west 

dotted marks.  

 again advised that  had spoken with the PUSH crew leader who had then called , 

advising that there was no gas line traveling east at this location and the gas line simply stopped just 

west of North Bristol Street. 

However, due to hole number five having been dug up, the exact area where the dotted lines separated 

from the solid lines could no longer be visible.

I then drew a basic sketch of the area directly in front of Glass Nickel Pizza at the southwest corner of 

North Bristol Street and East Main Street.  I specifically wanted to see where the solid line and dotted 

line met in the area of the hole.   showed me where the dotted line and solid line were on this 

basic drawing.
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The original drawing of this intersection, was later entered into RMS as evidence under barcode 

number 62297.  

Hole number six was simply an exit point to pull the drill through to connect the PVC pipe to.  There were 

no utilities that the crew had to avoid.  

Once the drill had exited hole number six, the PVC pipe was connected to the drill.   began 

pulling the drill back to pull the PVC pipe.   again advised that after pulling approximately four rods or 

forty feet of PVC pipe through,  advised of the odor of natural gas.  At this point, 9-1-1 and 8-1-1 

were contacted.

After obtaining this statement from  I asked if there was anything that I hadn’t asked that was 

 advised that at approximately 3:30 or 4:00 PM on Tuesday, July 10th 2018,  was 

approached by two employees of the City of Sun Prairie.   referred to them as city inspectors.  The 

two employees asked  for the permit to work in the area.   advised that  did have the 

permits, as  believed that they were attached to the maps previously given to him by A  when they 

met earlier that morning.  

 had a coworker go down to the area of Wendy’s, located at the southeast corner of South Bird 

Street and West Main Street.   advised that the maps, previously given to him by A , were located 

in a different truck, where they were finishing up work at that location.

When the map was retrieved,  saw that the permits were not attached to the maps.  However, 

other Bear Communications employees were still on scene.   referred to the Bear Communications 

employees as A , D , C  and one other employee.   remembered one of the subjects 

of Bear Communications was taking photographs of the two city inspectors requesting the permit.

 did not know why these photographs were taken and thought it was atypical .

 believed that Daryl had provided the permit to the city inspector .  Everything was deemed fine 

and the work could continue.

 also advised that the majority of the Bear Communications employees had remained on scene 

for much of the day, which included A , D , C  and one other employee.   advised that A  

was the last subject to leave at approximately 5:00 PM on Tuesday, July 10th 2018.  

 had no further additions to make to  statement.

After walking the scene with  and John Coleman, Detective Hall and I escorted them out of the 

restricted area.

 advised that the white pickup truck, which was parked on South Bristol Street, just east of the 
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Glass Nickel Pizza, belonged to   This vehicle sustained extensive damage and appears to be 

completely totaled.

 requested that I check the center console for a set of  keys for  personal vehicle .  I did 

walk towards the truck and saw that the center console area was completely destroyed and full of ashes.  

Therefore, I did not enter the truck to search for the keys, and informed  that the keys appear to have 

been destroyed as the entire inside of the truck was destroyed.

Reference the equipment owned and rented by VC Tech,  requested that the computer display, 

located on the passenger side of the drill be removed.   wanted to ensure that it was not stolen or 

damaged.  However, after speaking with members of the Sun Prairie Police Department and DCI, it 

was determined that the machine would be left as is.  A plastic bag, however, would be able to be 

placed over the display screen, so to ensure it was not ruined by precipitation.  

John Coleman asked if we would like copies of the statements provided by  along with the rest 

of the crew members.  Detective Hall and I requested that those be sent to us.  Coleman advised that 

they would.

CONSENT TO SEARCH MICHIGAN TRUCK 

Michigan truck plate,  is registered to  at  

. It is for a 2015 Dodge Ram Pickup.

It was determined that Detective Hall would search the interior area of Michigan truck plate   

Please see Detective Hall’s report for further details reference this.  During the consent search of the 

vehicle, I stood by with   and John Coleman.  All three subjects and I were 

approximately 15 feet away from the vehicle.  Therefore, if consent was revoked, all parties involved 

remained with me and in close proximity to the vehicle.  The consent however, was not revoked at any 

point.  

 advised that  had planned on returning back to  for the weekend .   however, 

would be available for phone contact if needed.  

Detective Hall and I thanked   and John Coleman for their assistance and our contact 

with them ended.

E-MAILS AND PHOTOGRAPHS:

During my interview with  and  both agreed to allow officers to see various e-mails and 

photographs reference the incident.

 used  cell phone and forwarded me the e-mail that J  E  sent to  

 on Tuesday, July 10th 2018 at 10:40 AM reference this e-mail. The e-mail included the notice 

to proceed, as well as the map attachments for both the North Bristol Street and West Main Street job 
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as well as the South Bird Street and West Main Street job.  Please see that attachment for further 

details reference the e-mails sent.

 then also used   cell phone and forwarded me the e-mail sent by J  

E , which was sent to  on Thursday, June 28th 2018 at 4:32 PM.  The e-mail included the 

notice to proceed e-mail, as well as the permit for the job and two maps discussing the area.  Please 

see that attachment for further details reference this.

 also forwarded me via e-mail the two photographs that   had taken just after the 

gas line was struck.  The e-mail was sent to me on Friday, July 13th 2018 at 2:49 PM.  The photos shall 

also be attached to this report. 

The two photographs, taken by   on  phone were taken from the northwest corner of 

North Bristol Street and West Main Street, facing south towards Glass Nickel Pizza.

It should be noted, that in the photographs provided by  there does not appear to be any gas 

markings where the gas leak had occurred. 

In addition to this, I had previously been in contact with   via e-mail.  During the e-mail 

exchange,  had sent me a google search of the DigiTrak F5 HDD Locator, which he used 

during this project.

The e-mail also includes my request for a copy of  insurance information that  had previously 

provided me verbally.   however, requested that I contact  insurance agent, Mark, from Nationwide 

directly via a phone number of .  A copy of that e-mail shall also be attached to this report.

EVIDENCE:

Upon completion of the interview and walk through with   and John Coleman, I gathered 

all of the needed paperwork that needed to be entered into evidence and responded to the Sun Prairie 

East Side Police Department evidence lab area.  

Once there, I properly packaged all pieces of evidence.  

The two diagrams used during my interview with   on July 10th 2018 and July 13th 

2018, were placed in a heat sealed plastic bag.  The bag was initialed and dated. The diagrams were 

then entered into RMS as evidence under barcode number 62297.

Furthermore, the two original consent to search forms, reference  cell phone as well as the VC 

Tech 2015 Dodge Ram pickup truck bearing Michigan truck plate  were also packaged 

together in a heat sealed plastic bag.  The bag was initialed and dated after being sealed.  They were 

then entered into RMS as evidence under barcode number 62298.  

Furthermore, the four google maps, used during the interview with  which occurred on July 13th 
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2018, were also packaged together in a heat sealed plastic bag.  After the bag was sealed, I initialed 

and dated the bag.  They were then entered into RMS as evidence under barcode number 62299. 

After all three pieces of evidence, bearing barcode 62297, 62298 and 62299 were properly packaged 

and entered into RMS, all were placed into temporary locker number 73.  The locker was secured and 

the key was dropped in the drop box.  

BEAR COMMUNICATIONS STATEMENTS:

As promised by Attorney John Coleman, he sent an e-mail to Detective Hall and me on Saturday, July 

14th 2018 at 8:54 AM.  The e-mail contained the statements provided by the VC Tech employees, 

consisting of  ,  ,  ,   and    A 

copy of those statements shall be attached to this report.

Cathleen Messenger/cm/kg

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  PICKAR, NOLAN

1800012009.2 NOLAN PICKAR 07/11/2018

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 10, 2018 at 6:21 p.m., the Sun Prairie Police Department was dispatched to assist the Sun 

Prairie Fire Department with a gas leak. This gas leak was caused by a severed line on N. Bristol 

Street at the intersection of W. Main Street in the City of Sun Prairie, County of Dane, Wisconsin. I was 

initially not assigned to this call, but Sergeant Ray Thomson asked for more assistance. I assigned 

myself at 6:42 p.m.

At this time, I was in full Sun Prairie Police uniform and operating fully marked Sun Prairie Police squad 

16. Upon my arrival, I put on my high visibility traffic vest. I was working the 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. shift 

in the W2 police district.

ACTIONS ON SCENE:

I arrived on scene shortly after assigning myself. I initially parked my squad east of the municipal public 

parking lot behind The Barr House. This municipal parking lot is on the north side of The Barr House. 

The entrance to this parking lot is off of N. Bristol Street.

I observed what appeared to be natural gas fumes coming out of the sidewalk that runs along the east 

side of The Barr House. There was a strong odor of natural gas. The natural gas coming out of the holes 

in the sidewalk looked blurry, somewhat like heat waves coming off of asphalt on a hot day.

Due to observing the location of the gas leak, I repositioned my squad car. I backed in my squad car 

into the fire department’s parking lot on Angell Street. This is the row of parking on the south side of the 
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fire department next to the ambulance bays. I turned off my squad car and locked it.

I was given an order by Fire Chief Garrison to begin evacuation of Guimo’s Mexican Restaurant on N. 

Bristol Street. I entered the store and there were only two patrons inside; they left. I told the store 

workers that they must close the shop up and turn off all appliances. They stated that they were already 

working on it; I left.

At this time, I walked to E. Main Street to assist with evacuations.

I observed a large amount of people in Salvatores Restaurant. Sergeant Ray Thomson believed that we 

should order an evacuation of that building. I walked inside of that building and detected a strong odor 

of natural gas inside. It was not as strong as the odor outside of the building near the severed gas line. 

The odor inside of Salvatores was still very noticeable. I had a Salvatores employee, who appeared to 

be a cook, tell me that the odor was giving him a very bad headache. Fire Chief Garrison entered 

Salvatores and ordered all occupants out. At this time, I began making sure that the two floors above the 

restaurant were evacuated. I evacuated people from two different rooms of the building. Multiple rooms 

were vacant, and the other occupants that I was assisting did not know of any other people that should 

be inside. There was still an odor of natural gas on the second and third floor of Salvatores building. The 

Salvatores building address is 121 E. Main Street.

The group of patrons from Salvatores began to congregate along King Street just south of E. Main 

Street. I began to order them to continue moving south towards E. Lane Street.

While I was on the south side of the Salvatores building near the dumpsters, I heard an extremely loud 

explosion nearby. I looked towards the area of The Barr House and saw debris flying towards me. I 

jumped behind the dumpsters at the rear of Salvatores and took cover until the debris had settled.

The largest piece of debris that I could see was a large square piece of wood that was approximately 

two feet by two feet. It landed on one of the entrances to the public parking behind Salvatores. This 

entrance is off of E. Lane Street. I told spectators not to touch that piece of debris as it was evidence.

I continued to shout to all spectators that they must continue to move south towards Linnerud Drive and 

that we needed to evacuate the area. There was a strong odor of natural gas on King Street near 

Salvatores.

Citizens assisted me in directing people south towards Linnerud Drive. Several people that live in the 

apartment buildings on King Street and E. Lane Street came out to their balconies. I shouted to them to 

evacuate from their apartments and make sure that their neighbors also evacuate. I was the only officer 

in this area at this time.

I continued to push people south, down King Street and then down S. Bristol Street. While I was walking 

down S. Bristol Street in front of New Perspective Senior Living, I noticed a strong odor of natural gas 
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coming from the storm sewer in front of the Senior Living Center. The address of New Perspective 

Senior Living is 222 S. Bristol Street.

The City of Sun Prairie Streets Department arrived on scene and began assisting and setting up 

barricades at S. Bristol Street and Linnerud Drive. The Wisconsin State Patrol, Madison Police, and 

Cottage Grove Police also arrived on scene and began to assist me with crowd control. The media had 

also arrived at the corner of S. Bristol Street and Linnerud Drive.

Command had ordered a five block evacuation from the blast zone. At approximately 7:58 p.m., I 

informed New Perspective Senior Living that they may start their evacuation procedure. They did so in a 

very formal fashion, in a calm manner. At this time, I also requested at least two Madison Metro buses to 

the Senior Living Center at 222 S. Bristol Street for evacuations to the high school.

Firefighters along with officers from other departments assisted me with loading senior citizens onto the 

buses. We evacuated approximately two full size buses and one smaller bus from New Perspective 

Senior Living. We then stopped evacuating residents once command had issued a shelter in place for 

the building. Staff had also told me that they made multiple hotel reservations and planned on trying to 

bring many of their residents to those hotels, so they would not have to stay at the high school.

Also on scene, was Assistant Fire Chief Popovich of the Madison Fire Department. He assisted me 

with getting updates on the fire situation. I could see the fire slowly moving west down W. Main Street 

from the explosion site. I could hear many small pops and bangs as other items exploded. I also saw a 

utility truck parked on the east side of The Barr House explode.

Once the evacuation efforts of New Perspective Senior Living had stopped, I began to assist with traffic 

direction at the intersection of S. Bristol Street and Linnerud Drive. I made a phone call to command, 

and they advised that the other officers on scene with me from State Patrol , Madison, and Cottage 

Grove may report back to the staging location at the high school.

I maintained that traffic control post until I was relieved by Officer Brian Waldera . The time that I was 

relieved is unknown to me, but I estimate it to be at approximately 2:30 a.m.

DISPOSITION OF CASE:

The investigation of this explosion remains active.

Nolan Pickar/sjb

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HADJI, ADEM

SP1800012009.3 ADEM HADJI 07/13/2018

INITIAL INFORMATION:
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On 07/10/2018 (Tuesday) I was working as a police officer for the City of Sun Prairie, Dane County, 

Wisconsin. I was wearing a full Sun Prairie Police uniform and operating marked squad number 6. I was 

working the 3:00 PM to 11:00 PM shift and assigned to patrol the west 1 district. Officer Scott was my 

field training officer for the duration of my shift.

At approximately 4:55 PM I was dispatched to  

 for a call of a theft from automobile. 

THEFT FROM AUTOMOBILE:

I was at  working on a theft from automobile case and collecting touch DNA, 

elimination DNA and taking photographs of the vehicle. While conducting my investigation, an officer 

advised dispatch that there was an explosion in the City of Sun Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin. I 

placed my current call for service in pending and started driving  towards E. Main St. and Bristol St. with 

my emergency lights and siren activated. 

ASSIST FIRE DEPARTMENT:

While driving emergency lights and sirens towards E. Main St. and Bristol St., Detective Messenger 

needed assistance at Windsor St. and Bristol St. I arrived at Windsor St. and Bristol St. and relieved 

Detective Messenger from that location. I stayed at that location and directed traffic until approximately 

3:15 AM. I was then relieved by other law enforcement agencies. At approximately 4:00 AM Sergeant 

Smith informed me that I was no longer needed on scene.

Adem Hadji/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  PLUIM, BENJAMIN

SP1800012009.4                     BENJAMIN PLUIM                             07/18/2018

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Schleicher, Adam, City of Sun Prairie employee, verbally identified

Goggin, Mark, Department of Transportation, verbally identified

Fasick, Robert, Department of Transportation, verbally identified

Reeve, Peter, USIC, verbally identified

Krueger, Chad, Digger’s Hotline, verbally identified

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

On July 13th 2018, I was employed by the Sun Prairie Police Department and was acting as a Sun 

Prairie K-9 handler.  On this date, I asked to respond to the Sun Prairie East Police Department, 

located at 300 East Main Street, to make contact with Detective Sergeant Ryan Cox, Detective David 

Hall and Detective Cathy Messenger.  On this date, I was asked to assist the Detective Bureau with an 

investigation involving the explosion that took place on the corner of W. Main Street at N. Bristol Street.  
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Upon arrival, Detective Sergeant Ryan Cox led a short briefing which lasted from approximately 8:00 

AM to 8:45 AM.  During this briefing, I was given several assignments to assist with in the investigation.

The first assignment was to contact the Director of Public Services for the City of Sun Prairie, Adam 

Schleicher, and obtain work permits for installing fiber optics near the intersection of where the 

explosion took place.  After receiving this assignment, I did respond to the second floor of City Hall and 

made contact with Adam Schleicher in his office.  Adam Schleicher did provide me his telephone 

number of .  I specifically asked for any work permit applications that had been filed with 

the City of Sun Prairie, Department of Engineering, in the last six months for the intersection of W. Main 

Street at N. Bristol Street.  Director of Public Services, Adam Schleicher, did contact fellow co-workers 

and had advised that those would be made available within approximately a couple of hours.  

Shortly before noon, I was re-contacted and advised that the permits had been pulled and had been 

printed off and were available for me to pick up.  

PERMIT NUMBER 18-38:

The first permit that I had received was for the company of TDS Metro Com, LLC.  This application was 

dated 02/08/2018 with an approximate date of work listed as 02/19/2018.  During my contact with 

Adam Schleicher, I was informed that businesses, after receiving a proper permit from the City of Sun 

Prairie, could actually conduct the work up to six months from the application date.

On Permit Number 18-38, the contact name for this permit is listed under Sean Murray, located at  

.  The phone number provided on the application .  

The application was to install fiber service to a customer at 106 W. Main Street.  Attached to the 

application was an actual map of where the work would take place.  Attached to the application was 

also a check in the amount $100.00 as well as documentation that the company did have liability 

insurance.  This should include the first application which I had reviewed.  The application was entered 

into RMS as evidence.  Sun Prairie Records Management System also scanned the permit under this 

case number.

PERMIT NUMBER 18-107:

The second permit that I reviewed was provided by the Department of Engineering for a company by 

the name of TDS Metrocom, LLC.  The contact name on this application was Sean Murray of  

.  The telephone number listed on this permit was .  

This application for work was dated on 02/08/2018 with an approximate date of work listed as 

02/19/2018.  Again, companies do have six months to complete the work from the application date.  

The description of work on the second permit that I reviewed was for installing fiber services to a 

customer located at 100 W. Main Street.  Accompanied to this application is a map of where the work 

would be done, a check in the amount of $100.00, as well as a copy of liability insurance.  This permit 
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was also entered into RMS as evidence.  The application for work was also given to Sun Prairie 

Records to scan into the report.

PERMIT NUMBER 18-111:

The third permit that I had received from the Department of Engineering for the City of Sun Prairie was 

for a company called TDS Metrocom, LLC.  The contact name listed was Sean Murray located at  

.  The phone number provided was .  The date of the 

application was 03/20/2018 with an approximate date of work listed as 04/02/2018 through 

04/30/2018.  The explanation of work on the application was to bore 1.25 inch duct wood fiber to 

provide service to the customer at 114 W. Main Street in the City of Sun Prairie.  Attached to the 

application was a map where the work would be done, a copy of a check in the amount of $100.00, as 

well as a liability document indicating that the company did have insurance.  This permit was also 

entered into RMS as evidence.  The document was also given to Sun Prairie Records to have it 

scanned into the report.

PERMIT NUMBER 18-104:

The fourth permit that I was provided by the Department of Engineering for the City of Sun Prairie was 

for a company name of Bear Communications LLC.  The contact name is David Choate, located at 

.  The telephone numbers listed on the application 

are  as well as .  The date of application on permit number four is 

04/17/2018 with an approximate date of work listed as 05/01/2018 through 05/31/2018.  The 

description of the work that is going to be completed is W. Main Street as detailed on the attachment.  

Accompanying this permit was 25 pages of maps indicating the work that was going to be completed 

on W. Main Street.  The maps were entered into RMS as evidence.  A digital PDF will be sent to Sun 

Prairie Records to attach to the supplementary report.  I did not, however, see a document indicating 

liability insurance coverage with the paperwork that I had been issued from the Department of 

Engineering on this permit. 

PERMIT NUMBER 18-114:

The last permit that I had been provided by the Department of Engineering for the City of Sun Prairie 

was for a company by the name of Bear Communications, LLC.  The contact name on this permit is 

David Choate, located at .  The telephone numbers 

listed are  and .  The date of the application 04/24/2018 with an 

approximate date of work listed as 05/01/2018 through 05/31/2018.  The description of the work that is 

going to be completed is described as along Windsor Street and Bristol Street.  The purpose of the 

work was to place fiber optic cable for MCI Metro to service local businesses and network.  Attached to 

this application is a copy of a check in the amount of $100.00.  There are also 23 pages of maps 

indicating where the work would be completed.  Copies of the maps were placed into RMS as 

evidence.  A PDF file will be sent to Sun Prairie Records to attach it to the supplemental report .  It 

should be noted that I did not observe a document indicating liability insurance with this application.  
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This ended my contact with the Department of Engineering and Director of Public Services, Adam 

Schleicher.  I had received all documents before 12:00 PM on July 13th, 2018.  During my contact with 

Adam Schleicher, he advised that once an application had been completed and approved, the 

companies had six months to complete the work or they would need to re-file the application.  I was 

informed that if one company took out an application and it was reviewed and accepted, then that 

company could hire another company to complete the work.  The secondary or sub-company would not 

need to be listed on the application and permit paperwork.  This ended my contact with Adam 

Schleicher.  

CONTACT WITH DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION:

During the briefing, I was also asked to contact a representative from the Department of Transportation 

to see if permits had been issued to complete work in the City of Sun Prairie for installing fiber optic 

cable.  At approximately 9:30 AM, I had left a message with Mark Goggin who is the Southwest Region 

Permit Coordinator.  Approximately one hour later, I did receive a call from Mark Goggin, who again 

indicated that he is the Permit Coordinator for the Southwest Region which would include Dane County 

Wisconsin.  Mark Goggin states that no company took out any application for work in the City of Sun 

Prairie for the intersection of N. Bristol Street at E. Main Street.  While speaking with Mark Goggin, he 

explained that this particular intersection would be a “connecting limit” and that all permits would need to 

be filed through the local jurisdiction “i.e. City of Sun Prairie.”  While speaking with Mark Goggin, the 

Permit Coordinator, he stated that the defined limitations of the connecting limits in the City of Sun 

Prairie would extend from State Highway 19 at N. Thompson Road to State Highway 19 at County Road 

N/Grove Street.  He again indicated that work to be done in this particular stretch of the City of Sun 

Prairie, would again need to be approved through the City of Sun Prairie and not through the 

Department of Transportation.  This ended my contact with Mark Goggin.

I also received a phone call from Robert Fasick who is the state ROW Permits Engineer.  I indicated to 

Robert Fasick that I had just spoke to Mark Goggin and was informed that the permits again would have 

to be approved and applied for through the City of Sun Prairie.  Robert Fasick also reaffirmed this and 

stated that the Department of Transportation did not have any permits for work to be done in the area of 

N. Bristol at E. Main Street.  He again indicated that those permits would be through the City of Sun 

Prairie and that the Department of Transportation did not have any permits on file .  This would end my 

contact with Robert Fasick.

CONTACT WITH USIC:

After obtaining the application and permits for work to be completed for fiber optics installation, I was 

asked by Detective Sergeant Ryan Cox to contact a representative by “USIC” to try to obtain some 

information from them.  I did make contact with the claims representative, identified as Peter J. Reeve 

.  Peter Reeve was seated in the USIC pickup truck on Church 

Street next to the Sun Prairie EMS building.  During my contact with Peter Reeve, I identified myself as 

Officer Ben Pluim with the Sun Prairie Police Department and asked if he would be willing to answer a 
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couple of questions.  I specifically asked where USIC locators obtain the maps or documents on where 

they are supposed to mark and locate gas lines and other lines underground.  According to Peter 

Reeve, they obtain ticket numbers from Digger’s Hotline after the tickets had been phoned in or 

e-mailed in.  I asked Peter Reeve if they were given actual maps and he stated generally they are not.  

He stated that the ticket numbers that they receive are just print outs of a verbal description of the area 

that is to be marked.

Peter Reeve did indicate that after the area which was described to them was marked, that their 

locators do take digital photographs of the markings on the ground area.  I asked Peter Reeve if I could 

obtain the digital photographs of the markings made by the locator for the intersection of N. Bristol at E. 

Main Street.  Peter Reeve states that he is currently on the phone and had been in contact with their 

legal department for USIC and that this is one of the questions he would ask them.

I also asked Peter Reeve if he could provide me the locator’s name and telephone number so that this 

individual could be interviewed.  Peter Reeve indicated that this was also a question that he had made 

to the legal department for USIC.       

During my contact with Peter Reeve, the Claims Representative for USIC, Detective Sergeant Ryan 

Cox did walk over and reiterated the information that the Sun Prairie Police Department was trying to 

obtain.  Peter Reeve also told Detective Sergeant Ryan Cox that he was on the phone with their legal 

department and at that time that information was not available.  This did end my contact with Claims 

Representative Peter Reeve of USIC.  

CONTACT WITH DIGGER’S HOTLINE:

On July 13th 2018, at approximately 11:06 AM, I did make contact with Digger’s Hotline and was 

transferred to the manager of public relations, identified as Chad Krueger.  Chad Krueger’s business 

address is  with a telephone number of 

.

During my contact with the manager of public relations, Chad Krueger, I identified myself as Officer Ben 

Pluim with the Sun Prairie Police Department indicating that I was assisting with the investigation in 

regards to the explosion that took place in the City of Sun Prairie.  Chad Krueger immediately stated 

that he has received several requests from various businesses to get information from Digger’s Hotline 

for various jobs in the area of N. Bristol at E. Main Street.  Chad Krueger stated that Digger’s Hotline 

has not released any information and will not release any information to any company and also 

indicated that he had been putting together information that may be relevant to our investigation.

I asked Chad Krueger how the request process was made with Digger’s Hotline.  Chad Krueger 

indicated that someone would call the hotline number and speak with a Digger’s Hotline operator.  

During the phone call with the operator, various information would be obtained such as the date, the 

time, the company name, a company contact and the description of the area that was to be 
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marked/located.  After all relevant information had been captured from the digger’s hotline operator, a 

ticket number would be created.  After a ticket number would be created, that ticket number would then 

be sent to a company such as “USIC” who would communicate with Digger’s Hotline to locate various 

pipes/wires underneath the ground prior to any type of excavation.  During my contact with Chad 

Krueger, he did indicate that Bear Communications has had five ticket numbers filed between 

05/09/2018 and 06/13/2018 in the Town of West Port, the Village of Waunakee, the Village of 

McFarland and the City of Middleton.  Bear Communications did not have any locate requests for the 

City of Sun Prairie.

The following locate requests were provided to me by the manager of Public relations, Chad Krueger 

via e-mail.

TICKET NUMBER 20182112147:

Ticket number 20182112147 is a locate request filed by Jet Underground, working for Bear 

Communications, on Main Street between South Street and S. Bristol Street.  This ticket number was 

filed on 05/22/2018 at 6:43 PM.  A copy of the recording for this ticket will be saved as evidence in the 

Arbitrator Recording Device by Sun Prairie Records.  The requestor for this ticket was Jim Jenson of 

Jet Underground located at S8617 Highway 23 in Plain, Wisconsin.  The phone number he provided is 

608-588-4247 with a cell phone number of 608-459-0044.  The work type was described as placing 

fiber optics underground using boring equipment.  A copy of the written ticket number will accompany 

this supplementary report.

TICKET NUMBER 20182204057:

On 05/29/2018 at 11:39 AM, Digger’s Hotline received a call from field representative, Cal Jenson, who 

is employed by Jet Underground, located at S8617 Highway 23 in Plain, Wisconsin.  Cal Jenson did 

request that USIC come out and relocate markings along W. Main Street from South Street to S. Bristol 

Street.  Marking instructions on the ticket number read: ‘Starting at the above intersection, mark the ‘S 

row’ of W. Main Street going east to the intersection of W. Main Street and S. Bristol Street to include a 

100 foot radius of the intersection of W. Main Street and S. Bristol Street.’

An audio recording of this relocate request was sent electronically to me by the manager of public 

relations, Chad Krueger.  The audio file will be saved by Sun Prairie Records in Arbitrator under case 

number SP1800012009.  A printout of the ticket number will also accompany this supplemental report .

TICKET NUMBER 20182811206:

Chad Krueger also sent me an audio file as well as a written file of an emergency ticket which had been 

received on 07/10/2018 at 6:32 PM.  The caller verbally identified himself as   an 

employee with VC Tech, located at .  During the phone 

recording, he provided his telephone number of .  This recording is 10 minutes long, and 
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during the recording,  an employee of VC Tech, indicated that  had hit a yellow plastic gas 

pipe in the ground at the intersection of W. Main Street at N. Bristol Street.  During the 10 minute phone 

call, the Digger’s Hotline operator verified personal information, business information as well as 

location of the incident.  At the end of the phone recording, the Digger’s Hotline operator indicated that 

they would send messages to any business listed on the ticket number request.  On the document, 

which was provided to me, the ticket number member’s being notified was: Sun Prairie Utilities, TDS 

Metrocom, WE Energies, the City of Sun Prairie, Charter Communications and MCI.  A copy of this 

police recording was again sent to Sun Prairie Records to be saved in the arbitrary recording device 

under case number SP1800012009.  A printed out copy of the ticket request will also accompany this 

supplementary report.

ADDITIONAL RECORDING:

I also was sent one additional recording by the manager of public relations, Chad Krueger.  On the 

fourth recording that I had received, it was of   (employee of VC Tech) calling Digger’s 

Hotline asking for the ticket number of the job for N. Bristol at E. Main Street.   explained to the 

Digger’s Hotline operator that  insurance company was requesting this information.  During the five 

minute and 36 second audio recording, the Digger’s Hotline operator indicates that  company 

did not make the request, therefore he would not be able to release that information.  It should be noted 

that in regards to the work being completed on N. Bristol at E. Main Street, the original ticket number 

had been taken out by Jet Underground LLC and not VC Tech.   from VC Tech, was not 

provided any additional information and was told to contact the original company that requested the 

locate.  This did end the fourth recording that I had reviewed.

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION:

Also attached to this supplementary report will be an e-mail that was sent to me by Chad Krueger, the 

manager of public relations for Digger’s Hotline.  In this e-mail, he details the documents that he had 

sent to me, as well as described what each ticket number work entailed.  

Benjamin Pluim/bp/kg  

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  COX, RYAN

SP1800012009.5 DET. SGT. RYAN COX 07/24/18

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Wisnefski, Jay, other, verbally identified

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On Tuesday, July 10th, 2018, at approximately 7:15 PM, I was informed of a potential critical incident 
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occurring in the City of Sun Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin. I arrived to the Sun Prairie Police 

Department at approximately 7:45 PM after receiving a short briefing of a potential gas line that was 

struck and caused an explosion at the intersection of W. Main Street and N. Bristol Street. 

At this time, it was uncertain what the ignition source was, but the building located at 100 W. Main 

Street (Barr House) had completely exploded and multiple fire agencies were responding to actively 

fight the fires on nearby buildings including Glass Nickel Pizza, Water Tower Chop House, and The 

Professional Building. 

I received a briefing from Assistant Chief Brian Teasdale and assembled a team of investigators 

including Detective David Hall, Detective Michael Hartman, and Detective Cathy Messenger. Division 

of Criminal Investigations (DCI) also had agents from the Office of the State Fire Marshall respond as 

well.  Agent Bill Boswell, Agent Lisa Wilson and State Fire Marshall Tina Virgil assisted on the first night 

of the investigation.

An Incident Command Post was created at Patrick Marsh Middle School. 

On the night of July 10th, 2018, the investigations team assisted with identification of the boring team 

involved in this incident (VC Tech). Detective Cathy Messenger and Officer Todd Lukens conducted 

those interviews. Please see their reports for further information. 

INITIAL SUMMARY: 

A contractor (VC Tech) was boring on N. Bristol Street across W. Main Street in order to lay fiber optic 

cable.  During the boring, a gas line was struck spilling gas into the Barr House which found an ignition 

source and ultimately exploded.  This then caused additional fires on surrounding buildings that were 

fought through the night into the morning of July 11th. Surrounding agencies responded to assist with 

fighting the fire.  During the explosion, Captain Cory Barr of the Sun Prairie Volunteer Fire Department 

was killed.  Additional firefighters, police officers, and civilians were injured. 

ACTIONS OF JULY 11TH, 2018:

On July 11th, 2018, I was in plain clothes assigned as the Detective Sergeant for the Sun Prairie Police 

Department.  I responded to the incident command at Patrick Marsh Middle School and received an 

updated briefing from Assistant Chief Brian Teasdale. 

EVIDENCE: 

I was made aware of some evidence which was located on the site of the explosion by fire department 

crews still actively fighting the fires. This evidence included a flashlight with Captain Cory Barr's name 

marked on it and Captain Cory Barr's helmet. 

I responded to the scene outside of the Barr House near N. Bristol Street and W. Main Street and met 

with Assistant Chief Gerry Wendt of the Fire Department, currently operating in the area.  Wendt had 
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located the flashlight in the rubble of the explosion and collected it on their rig. I took custody of the 

flashlight at 6:25 AM on July 11th, 2018. Digital photographs were taken of the flashlight and uploaded 

into the Arbitrator system under this case number. 

Further evidence collection and photographs continued on this date by Evidence Officer Jason White .  

Please see his report for further information. 

MADISON HEAVY URBAN RESCUE TEAM:

On July 11th, 2018, a request was made for members of the Madison Heavy Urban Rescue Team, a 

team comprised of law enforcement and fire rescue personnel, to respond to our site and conduct 

secondary searches of the buildings and rubble for any potential additional injured persons.  This 

search was conducted and no further persons were located. 

During this effort, contact with tenants and owners of the area buildings were also conducted by our 

investigative team to account for all who would likely reside or work in those affected buildings . Each 

tenant was accounted for, and several pets were rescued. 

SCENE SECURITY:

On July 11th and July 12th, an independent contractor, Paul Davis, was contracted to install a fenced 

perimeter around the site. The perimeter was expanded around several buildings that were damaged in 

the explosion and law enforcement agencies were positioned around this fencing to hold security over 

the scene until all evidence collection and processing could be completed. 

SITE EXCAVATION AND ASSESSMENT:

Through the next several days (July 12-13), members of our investigative team along with the 

Department of Public Works and WE Energies, worked on excavating and assessing the explosion site 

which included several buildings along with the entire intersection of W. Main Street and N. Bristol 

Street. 

Documentation of these efforts will be in Evidence Officer Jason White ’s and Detective Hartman's 

reports. During this operation, the area where the 4 inch main line and the 2 inch t-line were struck, this 

area was unearthed and photographed. 

As part of the review of the site, several outside agencies or contractors were contacted to conduct 

tests or analyze the site. 

Wisconsin State Patrol was requested and conducted a Total Station Mapping of the entire site area . 

INDEPENDENT SURVEY:

On Monday, July 16th, an employee of R.G. Huston Company out of Cottage Grove, Wisconsin was 
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requested to do an independent marking of the area for our investigation.  Jay Wisnefski was the 

technician who responded to our scene and conducted an independent test of the gas lines in this area. 

During this testing, Wisnefski was able to hookup to the gas meter on a residence on the west side of 

N. Bristol Street, just north of Guimo's Restaurant, and complete a survey heading south to the struck 

line.  During this testing, Wisnefski was able to read the main line that was marked by USIC along the 

sidewalk on the west side of N. Bristol Street. 

Wisnefski also was able to recreate the signal where markings are present heading east across N. 

Bristol Street at the traffic loops manhole on the sidewalk of the west side of N. Bristol Street.  

Wisnefski indicated the signal was showing and would likely indicate to someone marking that a gas 

line was present since he was currently tied into the gas meter on the residence to the north. 

Wisnefski also tied into a gas meter to the east of the Old City Hall building located at 100 E. Main 

Street.  This gas meter is on the north side of the E. Main Street, about 100 feet from the intersection 

with N. Bristol Street.  Wisnefski was able to find a signal along the sidewalk where there were 

markings found indicating that a gas line is present. This signal, however, quickly died off as he left the 

sidewalk and entered N. Bristol Street. to the west.   This would likely indicate the signal line that is 

attached to the gas line was damaged or severed. 

The survey was conducted utilizing a VIVAX Utility Locator. Jay Wisnefski did not have the serial 

number at the time, but could get it to our team if necessary. He indicated this type of locator would be 

similar to what most locating companies use. 

However, all mapping reviewed thus far indicates that the gas line does not actually run under that 

sidewalk on E. Main Street, but actually in the street several feet south of the marks and runs east and 

west connecting into the 4 inch main line that runs north and south on N. Bristol Street. 

Markings that were found on the pavement were identified with evidence markers and photographed by 

Evidence Officer Jason White.  

At Evidence Marker #12, our independent survey indicated no signal, however there was a yellow line 

marked on the pavement indicating a gas line. Evidence Marker #12 was located on the sidewalk at the 

northeast corner of the intersection of E. Main Street and N. Bristol Street. It is unknown at this point who 

painted this line. 

This information was relayed to our investigative team and discussed. 

NON-LAW ENFORCEMENT SCENE ACCESS:

On July 18th, 2018, inspectors, attorneys, technicians and investigators from private parties involved in 

this incident were allowed into the site to conduct their independent civil investigations. This access was 

documented via a Sign-In sheet for the dates of July 18th, July 19th, and July 20th. Copies of the sign-in 

documents are attached to this report. 
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The fencing remained during the course of this scene access, and each private party was allowed 

access into this fenced area with safety equipment. 

EVIDENCE COLLECTION:

On July 20th, I assisted Detective Frank Smith and Evidence Officer Jason White in the collection of 

additional evidence from the excavated hole containing the 4 inch gas line and 2 inch gas line, along 

with the bore rod and storm sewer pipe. 

A section of the 4 inch gas line and the 2 inch gas line were cut by WE Energy personnel. Once cut, 

these lines were collected by myself and Evidence Officer Jason White .  This section was the area of 

the gas line that contained where the line was struck by the bore rod and the signal wire was cut. 

A section of the bore rod, finger sleeve, and swivel were also disconnected and collected.  The process 

was video recorded and photographed.  The evidence was turned over to Detective Hartman and 

Evidence Officer Jason White.  Please see their reports for further information. 

SITE TURNOVER:

On Friday, July 20th, 2018 at approximately 6:00 PM, the Sun Prairie Police Department completed the 

site investigation for this incident. It was turned over to the control of City Building Inspection and 

Department of Public Works. 

SGT. Ryan COX/rc/kg

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  SMITH, JAMES

SP1800012009.6 DET. FRANK SMITH 07/19/2018

Witness

C  . 

Mentioned

D  
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Mentioned

Chad Courtier

City of Sun Prairie Building Maintenance Supervisor

300 East Main Street

Sun Prairie, WI 53590

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

On Tuesday, July 17, 2018 I was assigned to assist in the investigation and made contact with City of 

Sun Prairie Building Maintenance Supervisor Chad Courtier who is a full time employee of the City of 

Sun Prairie.  Chad is also a SPVFD and shared he had contact with C  V  who resides at 

.  The witness lives on the east side of the 

roadway.  Chad informed me C  V  had eye witness information regarding the construction 

workers who were bore drilling during the time of the explosion.   

INTERVIEW C  V  07/17/18 BY DET. SMITH:

On Tuesday, July 17, 2018 at 1:51pm I met with C  . V

At  place of employment and  agreed to speak with me in private regarding witness information 

during the time of the gas leak and explosion.  

C  V  is a  and resides at  

.   is currently living in the residence with  fiancé whom he identified as D  .  

C  verbally identified  and D .  

The interview was conducted inside my unmarked assigned squad, Tahoe.

C  stated on Tuesday, July 10, 2017  was at  residence with D  and had observed 

traffic and police activity at the intersection of Angell Street.   stated traffic was backing up on North 

Bristol St.   stated  had exited  house prior to the explosion and learned of a report of a natural 

gas leak investigation and the fire department was present in the area.  

C  stated prior to the police and fire presence,  observed a truck with an attached trailer parked 

southbound on N. Bristol Street on the west side of the roadway.  The trailer had a work box located on 

the front of the trailer and a container affixed holding water.  Next to the trailer in the “easement” area 

was a “ditch witch” being operated by a  whom was described as possibly having  

.  C  could not provide any further description of the worker. 

C  stated  paid little attention to the worker prior to learning of the gas leak.     
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C stated the worker had the ditch witch operational and had turned off the ditch witch 

approximately at the time the police arrived.  The worker then walked towards the front of the trailer and 

opened the work box and was, “doing something inside” however, C  did not observe what exactly 

 was doing and did not observe  removing anything.  The worker then closed the lid to the work 

box and walked back to the ditch witch.  C  estimated the worker walked to and from the ditch 

witch and work box approximately three times.  

C  stated the worker then started the ditch witch back up and “ramped down the RPM’s” C  

stated the worker was looking around.  

C  stated  neighbors and fiancée D  were outside with  and  decided to obtain  

cell phone from  garage.  As  walked up towards the corner of  garage, a huge explosion had 

occurred and  felt the blast concussion in  chest.  C  then grabbed  cell phone and went to 

the end of  driveway.  C  stated debris was observed traveling upward towards the sky for 

approximately 30 seconds and less than a minute before it started falling back to the ground.  Flames 

were observed coming from the “Bar House” area and he started videotaping.  

C  agreed to allow SNPD to obtain the seven minute, one second video from  cell phone.  

C  stated after  turned off the video camera to  cell phone,  spoke to the director of 

Tuschen-Newcomer Funeral Home (302 Columbus Street) who had arrived at  location.  C  was 

told by D  that  had observed the worker and another worker with hard hats and one of them 

asked  if they were okay.  C  stated D  described one of the workers as having spoken 

with broken English and it was not Hispanic.  C  stated this was not the same worker who was 

operating the ditch witch.  

C  stated the two workers ran north bound on N. Bristol Street away from the blast.  

C  stated  neighbor J  Ho  who resides possibly at , told   

saw two construction workers described as males, running north on N. Bristol Street.  One worker had a 

construction hat and the other did not.   had described one of the workers as having broken English.  

C  stated a white construction helmet and a can of spray paint was still sitting in  neighbor’s 

lawn.  The neighbor lives next door to the north on the same side of roadway (east).  

Note:  After the conclusion of my interview of C , I went to his neighbor’s residence as described and observed the white helmet and can of 

spray paint.  Yellow tape was secured to wooden post around these two items.  I then made contact with Det. Mike Hartman and briefed him on the 

statement and he stated there was no need to collect these items.  I further reviewed evidentiary digital photos (working copies) and observed that 

these items were documented in the initial investigation.  

C  stated they were then evacuated to Cliff Street and then eventually to Windsor Street .  

C  stated  turned over a copy of  video to Madison, 27 News on Friday, July 13, 2018.  
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At this time I made a phone call to SNPD Evidence Tech Jason White and  came to our location to 

collect the video from C  cell phone.

C s explained D  had told  a M  B  (phonetic) had observed a lot and was a 

patron of the Bar House at the time of incident.  D  advised the police department had  

information.  C  did not have a cell phone number for M .  

The interview with C   V  concluded at 2:37pm. 

VIDEO EVIDENCE:

SNPD Evidence Tech Jason White originally obtained the video and copied me a working copy .  Upon 

reviewing the video on the same day, I observed the video in what appears to be a condensed version.  

I made an email request to Evidence Tech Jason White on the same day at 3:17pm, requesting him to 

re-contact C . V  and obtain the video in a non-condensed format.  On Thursday, July 19, 

2018 at 7:37am, I received an email from Evidence Tech Jason White and was informed the video was 

obtained and downloaded to the Arbitrator/Evidence System.  I was provided a working copy via P: 

drive folder and viewed its contents prior to authoring this report.  

Det. Frank Smith/fs/hds

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  REIGSTAD, BRANDON

SP1800012009.7 BRANDON REIGSTAD 07/19/18

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 10, 2018 I was working as a patrol officer for the City of Sun Prairie Police Department , Sun 

Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin.  I was dressed in full military style police uniform and operating fully 

marked squad #15.

On July 10, 2018 at approximately 6:22 p.m., I was dispatched along with other officers to a gas leak at 

the intersection of Bristol Street and Main Street in the City of Sun Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin.  

ARRIVAL ON SCENE:

Upon arrival on scene, I parked my fully marked squad #15 at the intersection of Columbus and E. Main 

in Sun Prairie facing southbound with the rear of my squad facing the Chinese Restaurant and the front 

facing Salvatore’s Pizza where I was directing traffic that was heading westbound on Main Street , 

diverting them north onto Columbus as the southbound Columbus traffic was diverted eastbound onto 

Main Street.  Cones were put out at this intersection to only allow traffic to move that direction .

I also moved the Officer in Charge squad that was parked by Sergeant Thomson directly in front of mine 
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which would have been just south and facing the same direction towards Salvatore’s Pizza.

Squad #15 had all emergency lights turned on as well as the arbitrator recording system and I put on my 

reflective vest.  

EVACUATIONS:

As I parked on scene and arranged the cones as well as arranging the Officer in Charge squad , 

Sergeant Thomson, as well as fire personnel and other police were evacuating properties closer to the 

intersection of Bristol and Main Street.  As the evacuation efforts got closer to my direction, myself and 

other officers attempted to clear out residence and patrons from the Chinese restaurant as well as 

Salvatore’s Pizza.  As this was happening radio traffic was stating that the perimeter would have to be 

pushed farther due to natural gas smell as well as the amount of gas.  

NATURAL GAS ODOR:

It was evident from my position one block east of the natural gas pipe break that it was blowing with the 

wind and up and down the street as there were times no gas could be smelled and then others that were 

very very strong.  

EXPLOSION:

As the evacuation efforts continued, I was at my traffic post on Columbus and Main Street speaking with 

Officer Jason Lingle about further evacuations and the door above Salvatore ’s Pizza on how to get it 

cleared when an explosion happened to our rear which was westbound on Main Street.

The initial blast sent a shock wave that could be felt and heard throughout my position as well as down 

Main Street. From my position I could see the shock wave go eastbound down Main Street as all the 

windows on Main street businesses flexed and then the windows blew out onto Main Street. 

 

 

  It was at this time that Officer Lingle and I retreated to the east 

side of the Officer in Charge squad to put the squad car between us and the explosion as debris 

including cinder blocks and sheet metal and parts of the roof were raining down upon on and the squad 

cars.

ARBITRATOR VIDEO:

The shock wave and debris falling was recorded on my dash cam video that was still recording facing 

Salvatore’s Pizza and the explosion happened from right to left on the video.  This was later 

downloaded into the recording system under this case number.
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RELOCATE OF VEHICLES:

After the initial explosion and a radio check was done to confirm everyone’s status, I relocated my 

squad one block farther east to the intersection of Main and Market to block all traffic westbound as 

Officer Waldinger had assumed traffic duties at that intersection.  I then went back to the Officer in 

Charge squad car and moved that to the drive-thru lanes on the overhang of Bank of Sun Prairie, as 

people continued to flow through to see what had happened.  

APPLYING YELLOW POLICE TAPE:

After vehicles have been relocated, I retrieved yellow police marking tape from the back of the Officer in 

Charge squad as well as squad #15 and began to tape the intersections starting at Bristol and Angel 

allowing no people or vehicles south on Bristol, then moved to the overhang of the Sun Prairie Bank 

drive-thru so people could not travel south onto Main Street through the drive-thru, then continued to 

Main Street and Market blocking it from any pedestrian traffic heading westbound on Main Street .  After 

that was marked, I marked two alleyways that led from Main southbound to Lane Street near El Primo.  

Those were taped for to stop pedestrian traffic northbound onto Main Street from Lane .  I continued 

those efforts westbound around Lane to block off any traffic from King, Bristol or South Street to block 

them northbound into the area.  From there I moved up South Street and came out onto Main Street 

between North Street and South Street where I continued marking with police tape until I ran out in front 

of the Sun Prairie Assisted Living Home.

EVACUATION OF SUN PRAIRIE ASSISTED LIVING HOUSE:

An evacuation was completed of the Sun Prairie Assisted Living House with myself and other officers 

and deputies as well as firefighters.  These residence were not able to walk and all were moved in 

wheelchairs or their hospital / living beds.  These patients were moved down Main Street onto Kroncke 

Road to the address of approximately 50 Kroncke Road into an empty parking lot.  

After the building was clear, I was the last person to exit the building and used the rest of the police do 

not enter marking tape to close the two entrances and exits to the building.

BUS TRANSPORT OF ASSISTED LIVING PATIENTS:

After closing the assisted living house, I went to the intersection of Kroncke and Main Street kitty corner 

from Milio’s subs at the closest address of 50 Kroncke Drive where all patients from the Sun Prairie 

Assisted Living Home were currently at.

Via radio communications with 7611 was at the Sun Prairie High School we were able to facilitate bus 

transport for all of the patients from Kroncke Drive to their relocation spot, which was Waunakee Manor 

in Waunakee, Wisconsin.  All patients, wheelchairs and medical beds were transported via bus or 
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personal truck and trailer.  

RIDE TO SUN PRAIRIE HIGH SCHOOL:

After all patients were moved from the parking lot to Waunakee Manor with the assistance of 7666 he 

then gave me a ride to the Sun Prairie High School to meet up with the Officer in Charge .

RELAY OF INFORMATION TO SERGEANT LINGLE:

While at the Sun Prairie High School, I relayed all known information to Sergeant Lingle who was 

running operations from the Sun Prairie High School parking lot. 

LOCATE SQUAD #15:

After relaying all information to Sergeant Lingle, I was given a ride to the intersection of Cannery Street 

and Linnerud where I found squad #15 that was currently not running and dead with Officer Waldinger at 

that intersection with traffic barriers blocking all traffic northbound on Cannery .  

The barrier barrels were left as squad #15 was jumped and taken to the Sun Prairie High School where 

I dropped off Officer Waldinger.

While at Sun Prairie High School I then rode with Officer Pluim in his squad car to check all cones and 

barriers on intersections to note what needed to be changed or what was working and report back to 

Officer in Charge.

This check was conducted and written down and turned over to Sergeant Lingle and command staff at 

Sun Prairie High School.

STANDING BY FOR ADDITIONAL TRAFFIC BARRIERS:

After command staff made a improve plan for barriers, I took my fully marked squad #15 to the 

intersection of S. Bristol and Linnerud Drive awaiting further barriers from City Streets.  These barriers 

ended up not coming as the city was out of barriers and cones.  It was at that time that I was cleared 

from the traffic and barrier operation and was cleared to go 10-42 as the time was approximately 3:15 

a.m.

EQUIPMENT:

Equipment from squad #15 that was used were all the traffic cones that were left on the street as 

evacuations pushed out farther and were last seen at the intersection of Columbus and Main.  Next 

equipment was yellow police marking tape, the yellow police do not enter tape which was used from 

squad #15.  
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INJURIES:

 

  

Brandon Reigstad /tlh

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  LINGLE, JASON

SP1800012009.8 JASON LINGLE 07/19/18

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 10, 2018, I was acting as a patrol officer in the City of Sun Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin.  I 

was operating fully marked squad #17 and dressed in full Sun Prairie police uniform.  

At approximately 6:21 p.m., Sun Prairie Dispatch advised officers that a gas leak had been reported , at 

the intersection of N. Bristol Street and E. Main Street in the City of Sun Prairie.

ARRIVAL ON SCENE:

On July 10, 2018 at approximately 6:44 p.m., I was assigned to assist in both clearing the area of 

pedestrians and traffic control at the intersection on N. Bristol Street and E. Main Street.  

After arriving on scene, I was directed by Sergeant Thomson to begin evacuating the area of 

pedestrians and residence.  

EVACUATION:

On July 10, 2018 at approximately 6:50 p.m., I began clearing businesses and residence of pedestrians 

and citizens in the immediate area of N. Bristol Street and E. Main Street.  Before I began clearing the 

immediate area, I took note that I could smell a very strong odor of what is known to me to be the smell 

of natural gas.  I was advised that the gas leak was coming from the sidewalk area on N. Bristol Street 

close to E. Main Street.  

I assisted Officer Pickar in clearing Guimo’s Mexican Restaurant of its guest and staff.  As I entered 

Guimo’s Restaurant, I could see open flames coming from the grill within the restaurant.  I advised the 

cook to shut off the gas that was creating the flame on the grill .  The cook did so.  Both the customers 

and the staff then vacated the restaurant.  

After exiting Guimo’s Mexican Restaurant, I began traveling south on foot down N. Bristol Street where I 
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came to the intersection of E. Main Street.  I assisted firefighters in clearing the apartments and 

businesses ranging from 107 through 116 E. Main Street.  These are the businesses and apartments 

on the north side of E. Main Street between the cross streets of N. Bristol Street and Columbus Street.  

After all the residence from the apartments and customers to those businesses left the area, I went to 

the business China Garden located at the corner of Columbus Street and E. Main Street.  I could still 

smell the strong odor of natural gas.  As I entered the restaurant of China Garden, I could see open 

flames coming from the grill area where a cook was cooking food.  I advised the cook to shut off his grill 

and all open flames.  I then told the staff and customers to leave the business for their safety .  I advised 

them to travel east on E. Main Street.  After all of the customers and staff left the China Garden 

Restaurant, I went to the joining business which shares the building with China Garden, the name of that 

business is Meant to Bead.  

I advised the clerk at Meant to Bead that she had to leave the area, travel east on E. Main Street or 

north on Columbus Street to get out of the area.  I then asked that same clerk if anyone else was within 

the business.  She advised me that approximately eight women were having a meeting in the back 

room.  I went into the back room and told the eight women that were seated at a table that they had to 

leave the premises and either go east down E. Main Street or north on Columbus Street to evacuate the 

area as there was a gas leak.  All eight of the women left the store, Meant to Bead.  

After Meant to Bead was vacated, I seen Officer Reigstad park at the intersection of E. Main Street and 

Columbus Street.  I approached Officer Reigstad and asked him if anybody had cleared the restaurant 

of Salvatore’s. Restaurant.  Officer Reigstad said that Officer Pickar was on King Street attempting to 

clear businesses.  I approached Salvatore’s with Officer Reigstad, and spoke with the business 

manager and advised of the gas leak and evacuation.  The manager of Salvatore’s refused to evacuate 

Salvatore’s of customers.  He requested that firefighters come to the restaurant and bring with them a 

gas detection computer system.  

Officer Reigstad explained to Salvatore’s manager of the urgency to evacuate the area due to officers 

and firefighters being able to smell the strong odor of gas in the streets.  The manager came outside 

onto E. Main Street and could smell for himself what officers described.  At this point, the manager of 

Salvatore’s agreed to the warning of officers and evacuated the Salvatore ’s. The customers from 

Salvatore’s exited onto E. Main Street, and then went across King Street and stood on the corner. 

I went around Salvatore’s Restaurant traveling south along King Street checking the doors of 

Salvatore’s Restaurant and searching for any doors that may lead to an upstairs apartment.  I was 

unsuccessful to find any doors that led to apartment complexes.  As I rounded Salvatore’s restaurant, I 

traveled north back up to E. Main Street.  

As I returned to E. Main Street, I approached Officer Reigstad and we began discussing other 

possibilities of evacuation.
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THE EXPLOSION OF BARR HOUSE:

At approximately 7:05 p.m., while I was discussing with Officer Reigstad other possibilities of 

evacuation, the Barr House exploded.  Both Officer Reigstad and myself turned after the explosion and 

could see what remained of the Barr House.  It looked to be the back wall and a foundation remained.  

As I took in the scene, I took note of debris falling around me.  I took cover behind squad #15 that was 

located at the intersection of E. Main Street and Columbus Street.  As I was taking cover, I could see 

and hear the large amount of debris hitting squad #15 and landing in the street around me.  

When the debris stopped falling, I stood up and approached King Street by traveling east on E. Main 

Street.  I approached the previous customers of Salvatore’s Restaurant and demanded that they leave 

the area immediately, traveling east on E. Main Street.  The previous customers of Salvatore’s 

Restaurant listened.  I then turned around and went from E. Main Street at King Street intersection 

towards the E. Main Street and Columbus Street intersection.  

I seen Sergeant Thomson walking towards me and I went to him.   

 

 

 

  

I attempted contact with Sergeant Lingle via cell phone and was unsuccessful.  Sergeant Thomson 

continued to walk east on Main Street.  I could still smell the odor of natural gas.  

I began evacuating N. Bristol Street from W. Main Street up to Cliff Street.  I began going house to 

house and advising people of the gas leak and possibility of secondary explosions.  I directed people 

out of their homes along N. Bristol Street up to Cliff Street where I came into contact with an unknown 

deputy.  The deputy was in full marked Dane County Deputy uniform.  The deputy advised that he would 

continue from the Cliff Street area moving north along N. Bristol Street evacuating residence.  

CONTACT WITH OFFICER PLUIM:

On July 10, 2018 at approximately 7:25 p.m., I came into contact with Officer Pluim on N. Bristol Street 

just north of W. Main Street intersection.  Officer Pluim and myself discussed the possibility of 

secondary explosions due to the still strong odor of natural gas in the air.  I advised Officer Pluim that N. 

Bristol Street from E. Main Street to Cliff Street have been evacuated with all citizens directed to travel 

north.  Officer Pluim and myself crossed through several backyards to go from N. Bristol Street to North 

Street.  

As Officer Pluim and myself came to North Street, we traveled on foot to the intersection of W. Main 

Street and North Street.  We began evacuating the residence who lived on North Street.  We began our 
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evacuation at the W. Main Street and North Street intersection.  We traveled north towards Windsor 

Street.  Officer Pluim and myself evacuated a majority of North Street when we came into contact with 

another unknown deputy.  The unknown deputy was a female white wearing full Dane County Deputy 

uniform.  The Dane County Deputy advised that she would continue evacuating North Street to Window 

Street.  

I returned to W. Main Street where I came into contact with Community Service Officer Ennis.  

CONTACT WITH COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICER ENNIS:

I came into contact with CSO Ennis at the intersection of W. Main street and North street.  I discussed 

with CSO Ennis that I could still smell natural gas and we determined that the area at this intersection 

was unsafe.  A small crowd of people were beginning to approach the area.  This crowd seemed to be 

walking towards the N. Bristol Street and W. Main Street intersection where the explosion had 

happened.  

CSO Ennis and myself began directing people to travel west on W. Main Street away from the area of 

the explosion.  We requested the crowd to travel W. Main Street to the Jones intersection.  While CSO 

Ennis and myself were directing the crowd of people to the Jones Street intersection, I was approached 

by a man who was holding a cell phone.  

CITIZEN TRAPPED IN GLASS NICKEL PIZZA:

The unknown man approached me and described that he was on the phone with his wife.  The man 

continued to explain that his wife was inside of the apartment complex above Glass Nickel Pizza.  I 

turned around to look at Glass Nickel Pizza, which was located directly across the street from the Barr 

House that had exploded.  I could see from where I was standing that the Glass Nickel Pizza Restaurant 

was on fire.  It appeared that the restaurant portion which is located on the first floor was on fire.  The 

second story of Glass Nickel Pizza appeared to not be on fire.  

I asked the man while pointing at the windows above Glass Nickel Pizza which apartment his wife was 

located within.  The man explained that it was the third window in from the front of Glass Nickel Pizza.  

Due to the man’s broken English, I requested to take his cell phone from him and speak with his wife.  

The man gave me his cell phone so that I could speak with his wife.  

I spoke to a female who said that she was currently within an apartment located directly above Glass 

Nickel Pizza.  At this point, I contacted three firefighters that were standing nearby who were unrolling a 

fire hose.  I advised the three firefighters of the resident that was still within the apartment complex 

above Glass Nickel Pizza.  At this time, I gave the cell phone to one of the firefighters and I climbed onto 

a porch railing of a house that was directly west of Glass Nickel Pizza.  As I stood on the rail, I could see 

above a portion of the building that obstructed both mine and firefighters view of the apartment.  I could 

see a female standing within the window of the apartment located above Glass Nickel Pizza.  This 
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window was the third window in from the front of Glass Nickel Pizza.

I could hear the unknown women talking to her pet.  I yelled up to the unknown women and asked her to 

step out onto the roof of a one-story building that was located directly west and connected to Glass 

Nickel Pizza.  The unknown women refused to exit the apartment without her pet.  

Firefighters put the ladder along that one story portion of the building that was attached to Glass Nickel 

Pizza and retrieved both the unknown women and her dog.  When the unknown women and her dog and 

her husband were clear of Glass Nickel Pizza, I requested that the unknown women accept EMS help.  

She refused any medical help and seemed angry.  She, her husband and their dog traveled west on W. 

Main Street leaving the area.  

A fire truck arrived at the intersection of W. Main Street and North Street.  The fire truck had 

approximately five firefighters who exited the truck.  Two of the firefighters traveled east on W. Main 

Street to assist other firefighters.  The other three firefighters were attempting to unroll what they 

described to me to be a very long hose.  These firefighters requested I assist them in attaching that 

hose to a fire hydrant that was located at W. Main Street and South Street intersection.  I assisted these 

firefighters in rolling out the hose and attaching it to that fire hydrant.  

I advised the firefighters that I could still smell what I described to be the smell of natural gas.  The 

firefighters requested that officers continue to evacuate the residence in the area .  It was at this time that 

I was advised by firefighters to avoid manhole covers as they were beginning to blow open.  

EVACUATION OF SUN PRAIRIE HEALTH CARE CENTER:

As I was continuing to evacuate people who were on the street on W. Main Street, I could still smell the 

odor of natural gas.  I was standing directly in front of the Sun Prairie Health Care Center.  I contacted 

the Sun Prairie Health Care Center Staff and advised them that we would have to evacuate all the 

residence.  I was advised that approximately five staff members were on duty and approximately 50 

patients were within the facility.  

I advised the manager of the Sun Prairie Health Care Center that we would have to start evacuating the 

patients immediately.  

I contacted Sergeant Lingle and advised him of the situation.  I advised Sergeant Lingle that 

approximately five staff members were present at the Sun Prairie Health Care Center and 

approximately 50 patients were there.  I requested additional support to evacuate the residence.  It was 

determined that the residence of the Sun Prairie Health Care Center would be evacuated to the Milio’s 

Restaurant at the intersection of W. Main Street and Kroncke Drive.  

I requested a bus and EMS at that intersection for the wellbeing of the residence from Sun Prairie 

Health Care Center.  The residence of the Sun Prairie Health Care Center are in majority either 

Printed: 12/10/2018   1:55:20 PM Narrative Page 62 of 157 Incident Page 91 of 186



INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  LINGLE, JASON

wheelchairs or bedridden.  All the residence of the Sun Prairie Health Care Center were evacuated to 

the Milio’s parking lot located at W. Main Street and Kroncke Drive.  

After evacuating the residence of the Sun Prairie Health Care Center, I was requested by a firefighter to 

escort a gentlemen who was later identified as Cory Barr’s father to the command center.  I was 

advised via radio that the command center was located at Patrick Marsh Middle School.  I transported 

Mr. Barr to the Patrick Marsh Middle School.  

CONTACT WITH POLICE CHIEF ANHALT:

Upon arriving with Mr. Barr at Patrick Marsh Middle School, I was advised by Chief Anhalt to escort Mr. 

Barr to the UW Hospital in Madison so that he could be with his son Cory Barr a firefighter who was hurt 

during the explosion at the Barr House.

ESCORT OF MR. BARR:

I escorted Mr. Barr to the UW Hospital via squad #17.  The transport of Mr. Barr occurred without 

incident.  After arrival at the UW Hospital, I escorted Mr. Barr into the emergency room.  A nurse and a 

UW Police Officer advised that they would stay with Mr. Barr as they awaited Cory Barr’s doctor to 

come and speak with Mr. Barr.  

Jason Lingle /tlh

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  BARTNICK, SCOTT

SP1800012009.9 SCOTT BARTNICK 07/19/2018

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

J , J  ., interviewed, verbally identified

Pavlik, Gregory, interviewed, verbally identified

Stevens, Mark, interviewed, verbally identified

Welch, Ryan, interviewed, verbally identified

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On 07/11/2018 I was working in the capacity as a detective for the Sun Prairie Police Department. I was 

wearing casual detective attire with only my gun and badge exposed.

I did arrive at the Sun Prairie Police Department at 7:00 AM where I was briefed by Detective Sergeant 

Ryan Cox on the events of the evening before. I was placed to assist Detective Messenger with some 

initial evidentiary collection and then to respond to the briefing to delegate case load. At approximately 

7:10 AM I did respond to the Sun Prairie Fire Department at 135 N. Bristol St. I did respond with 

Detective Messenger and a firefighter who was identified by her to the street of N. Bristol St. where he 

wanted to identify some locations of property that potentially was going to have evidentiary value.
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Prior to us walking down there, there was conversation about collecting Firefighter Welch’s turnout gear 

as he was significantly injured in this event. It was determined that at this time the Sun Prairie Police 

Department did not need his turnout gear and it was left.

I did respond down to the northeast corner of Bristol St. I did walk down through this location taking 

photographs of our approach. These photographs were continued through our steps to where the 

firefighter described events as locations of injured firefighters and also property that they had lost during 

the explosion. These photographs were taken while we continued through this process. Once we 

identified all of the items that they located and knew that might have evidentiary value, I explained to him 

and Detective Messenger that I felt that this evidence needed to be stay in place until the scene could 

be processed. We did leave that location at approximately 7:25 AM. I did download these photos as 

evidence.

CONTACT WITH FIRE CHIEF GARRISON:

Detective Messenger and I were assigned to complete the autopsy and evidence collect at the medical 

examiner’s office. Prior to doing that we did stop and make contact with Fire Chief Garrison. I was 

attempting to just get a brief idea where and if he knew where Firefighter Cory Barr was located.

Chief Garrison indicated the last time he saw Cory Barr was approximately three to five minutes prior to 

the explosion. He stated he had a conversation with him and Firefighter Welch at the northeast entrance 

of The Barr House. He did indicate they were all in their turnout gear. He did indicate that Welch had his 

oxygen tanks as well but Firefighter Barr did not. He described them to be approximately 20 feet north 

of the exit entry of The Barr House on the northeast corner. He believed that they were somewhere on 

the sidewalk area but was not 100 percent sure. This was all the information I obtained at this time so I 

could forward it to the medical examiner.

AUTOPSY:

At 10:30 AM Detective Messenger and I did respond to the Dane County Medical Examiner’s Office. 

We did make contact with Pathologist Rogalska. I had known her from past professional contacts. At 

this time we did brief Rogalska on the events and I gave her the information that was forwarded to us by 

Chief Garrison. We also did have her view some of the initial photographs that were taken from the 

explosion area.

It was determined through our phone conversations with Detective Sergeant Cox who was speaking 

with the fire marshal indicating that we would only be collecting the physical evidence and that there 

would be no other bodily fluids or anything collected that this would be completed by the medical 

examiner's office.

Process of completing photographs and evidence collection of all the property. She described that all of 

his belongings were packaged in a hazmat bag and brought over with the medical investigator the prior 

night.
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Detective Messenger and I did respond into the examination room where I photographed all of the 

evidence that was collected. I did assist in placing some into paper bags. It should be noted that all this 

property was in the chain of command of Detective Messenger. Please see her report for complete 

details on this process and all the other processes at the autopsy.

It should be noted that I did wear latex gloves during the entire time of the photographs I have taken.

I did also take overview photographs of Cory Barr’s extremities. These were taken only as a general 

observation of what was seen for us to use at the immediate investigation process. Please note that the 

photographs that were taken by the medical examiner's office are the authentic documents used for this 

process.

The photographs of the evidence collected started at approximately 11:18 AM and the completion of all 

photographs including Cory Barr’s body ended at approximately 1:59 PM. These photographs were 

taken during the timeframe that Dr. Rogalska completed her examination and process of documenting.

All of these photographs that were taken by me were downloaded as evidence into Arbitrator .

I did participate in the complete autopsy. This process was documented by Detective Messenger. 

Please see her report for all of those details.

INTERVIEW WITH FIREFIGHTER MARK STEVENS:

On 07/12/2018 at approximately 11:00 AM Detective Hall and I made contact with Mark Stevens at the 

Sun Prairie Fire Department.

Mark agreed to describe what he saw and did and that information is as follows. Stevens indicated that 

he has been with the fire department for approximately 3.5 years. He is just a firefighter at this time. He 

described on Tuesday the 10th, he was assigned to be the overnight crew. Crew time starts at 6:00 PM. 

He stated that he always arrives early and believes he arrived at 5:30 PM that night. When he arrived 

they initially start the completion of truck check and bag checks to make sure everything is ready to go. 

He believed some time around 6:20 they got a call for a gas leak which was given an address that was 

familiar to him due to the fact that it was literally one block from the fire station at Main and Bristol.

Stevens indicated the crew that left the fire station was the driver, Pavlik, and Firefighters Welch, Lloyd, 

Kim and himself. They left in engine 3 which they took N. Bristol St. right to Main St. he did indicate that 

fire 2 was blocking Bristol St. at Angell St. with assistant Fire Chief Kleven in charge.

Initially Pavlik, the driver, stopped the fire truck in the middle of the intersection at Main and [Bristol]. 

Immediately when they stepped off the truck he could hear and smell gas . He stated that he could see 

three different locations and hear hissing coming from a hole that appeared to be dug by construction in 

front of Glass Nickel, one that was in the middle of the intersection of Main St. and then one over in front 

of The Barr House. Once they noticed, they indicated to Pavlik that he needed to move the truck. Once 
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he was outside he was running a monitor that checked levels of gas. He described the level to be five 

percent LEL and that was significant for outside. Pavlik moved the truck over to the east side of Main St. 

and parked it somewhere in the roadway by Wagner’s Bar. Stevens started to check manhole covers as 

they could see the gas coming out and his machine only reads to 100 percent and the machine was 

indicating that it was 100 percent LEL at the majority of the manhole covers already.

Stevens remembers starting his evacuation that was immediately started in the northeast corner of the 

intersection. This would be the businesses from 100 to 116 E. Main St. He did also check the 

basements of these locations. He did indicate that he had significantly high percentages, 13 to 15 

percent, in the basements of the buildings by Wagner’s. He stated once they got to The Pit Stop 

basement that the readings were down to five percent. Once this was completed he got back to the rig 

and at this time fire 1 showed up. Fire 1 would be described as Chief Garrison. Garrison then decided 

to split the teams as he was with Welch at this time and placed them with newer firefighters . At this time 

he was split with Kenny Kim and continued the evacuation. He did discuss the fact that there was a 

tenant in that northeast corner that never came to the door. They had a key holder of Mr. Wagner show 

up attempting to assist them with getting that tenant to answer the door so they could evacuate him. 

Stevens does remember during that time hearing the radio traffic indicating that the gas company 

stated that they were going to be 30 minutes out. Stevens remembers this making him uncomfortable 

due to the amount of gas that was coming out and the timeframe they were going to have to wait.

Once they were split into teams he does remember that he was continuously searching the 110 area 

and described himself to be behind the fire truck or to the east of the fire truck facing in that similar 

direction.

At that time Stevens felt the huge wave of pressure come by and the overwhelming loud noise. He 

doesn’t believe that he fell over but does know that he was pushed down the street. He was able to turn 

back and described a plume of fire coming out of the south side of The Barr House . He also indicated 

at that same time he started to see and hear bricks falling from the sky.

He then responded over to the fire truck where he saw Pavlik coming back to the truck.  

. He had Kim stay with him 

and he looked over into the street of N. Bristol St. At this time he did observe a partially buried 

firefighter. He responded over to this location and remembered moving light colored bricks off of them . 

He was later to identify that it was Welch and he was moving.

Stevens indicated that the crew, when they left for the call, had put on turnout gear. He remembers 

himself having his complete turnout gear on, helmet, air tanks on; but they were not running off of the 

gas. He does remember Welch having the same turnout gear and equipment on as he did prior to the 

explosion.

Stevens stated that he was able to help Welch to his feet and Lloyd and he assisted him over to the 

Verizon building to meet EMS. They did respond to this location where Stevens left Lloyd with Welch. 

He was requested by new coming firefighters to go assist. He did go back into the N. Bristol St. which 

he described to be north of where they located Welch. He did describe Welch to be very close to the 
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east gutter of N. Bristol St. about the middle of The Barr House building.

Stevens described Barr being located just north of that location.

Stevens then stated that after assisting with this, he went and completed some more medical attention 

at the fire station.

Stevens indicated that he does not feel at this time that he has any injuries. He does not believe he ever 

lost consciousness and feels that he can remember the events that took place satisfactorily. This is the 

end of my interview with Stevens.

INTERVIEW WITH RYAN WELCH:

On 07/16/2018 at 10:20 AM I made contact with Firefighter Welch at the Sun Prairie Fire Department. 

Welch had agreed to meet with me to relay the information that he could remember from the call on July 

10th. Welch relayed the following information to me. He stated that he has been a firefighter for the Sun 

Prairie Fire Department for approximately five years. He is a title of a firefighter. He stated that he was 

on call shift from 6:00 PM to 6:00 AM that night and arrived at 5:45 PM. The normal routine is truck 

checks and complete all the med bags to make sure everything is in working order. He stated he 

remembers them deciding what they were going to do for dinner when the call for a gas leak came out. 

He stated that call came out at Bristol and Main which was approximately one block away. Once the 

alarm went off he recollected the fact when he drove in, he drove through that intersection and 

remembers seeing construction in front of The Glass Nickel which is the southwest corner of that 

intersection. Immediately he started thinking to himself that they were doing underground and more than 

likely that would be the cause of the gas leak.

Welch put on his turnout gear which included his air tanks and helmet but was not running off of gas . The 

truck was driven by Pavlik, who parked it down in the intersection of Main and Bristol. Immediately when 

they got there he could smell a serious odor of gas. He also looked around and could observe the 

plumes of gas leaking from every cap in the roadway area. He described to his experience to be high 

flow natural gas. Welch remembers that Pavlik was the driver of the rig and was going to run the pump 

lines. He indicated that Stevens and he became a team and Kim and Lloyd. He remembers assisting in 

the evacuation of the southwest corner and southeast corner. He believes that Lloyd and Kim headed 

over into the northeast section and southeast section.

He remembers being told that there was significant gas in the northeast corner of that intersection and 

that they were going to make sure the buildings were evacuated immediately. He does remember 

coming back to the fire truck and fire 1 Garrison responded to that location. He does remember being 

split up and going with Firefighter Lloyd and Sullivan and Kim getting together. He then described doing 

his emergency evacuation of the southeast corner of that intersection. He also remembers getting a call 

from Sullivan and Kim about helping an elderly guy that would not leave from the northeast section. He 

does remember when they were over there that the readings were significantly high and he described it 

to be too rich for it to be able to explode. Once he completed with this, he started to head back over 

towards The Barr House where he met up with Firefighter Barr. At this time Barr and he had sent Lloyd 

Printed: 12/10/2018   1:55:20 PM Narrative Page 67 of 157 Incident Page 96 of 186



INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  BARTNICK, SCOTT

over to the north of the building to look for the gas valve. They entered The Barr House through the 

northeast door which faces Bristol St. They went inside there to attempt to make sure that all burners 

and anything that could ignite was off. During that time they were also attempting to close all of the 

doors to limit the movement of the gas. He did describe the basement to have no doorway and they 

were unable to shut it. He did state he also gave away the machine that ran the LELs so he did not have 

a reading. He did say that it was significantly strong in odor. Once all the doors were shut and the stoves 

and fryers were checked to make sure that they were off , they started to exit the building. At this time 

Welch could not remember if he went out the door first or Barr did. He did know that the plan was to exit 

this and head up to car 2 to get more directions on what was needed to be done.

He stated he did not know where fire 1 was at at the time.

He describes walking out of The Barr House and that is all he can remember from the event . He also, 

when asked, he could not remember if he saw Lloyd or Barr outside of the building just immediately 

before the explosion. This was all the information that Welch was able to relay to me at this time.

INTERVIEW WITH FIREFIGHTER GREG PAVLIK:

On 07/16/2018 at 11:00 AM I did make contact with Firefighter Pavlik at the Sun Prairie Fire 

Department. He did agree to speak with me and tell me about the events that took place at that time of 

call. Pavlik relayed the following information to me. He also indicated that he was assigned to the 

overnight shift of cover from 6:00 PM to 6:00 AM. He believes he arrived approximately 20 minutes 

early for the shift where they prepped the trucks and med bags. He believes some time around 6:20 the 

call came out for the gas leak which was directly down the street. He stated that he was the driver of 

engine 1 and the team that went with him was Welch, Stevens, Kim and Lloyd. Pavlik did state that 

because he was driving he did not turn his turnout gear on and all he had was a reflective yellow and 

orange construction vest.

He did describe driving the engine 3 to the intersection of Main and [Bristol]. Once they stopped there, 

he remembers seeing two construction trucks and four to five contractors around the area of Glass 

Nickel and in the intersection. He stated his teams left the truck and headed towards Glass Nickel. 

Immediately when they got out he was told by Stevens that the gas readings were too high and he 

needed to move the truck. At this time he got back into the fire truck and drove it down the east part of 

Main St. and parked it diagonally with the front of the rig facing Wagner ’s Bar in a northeast section and 

the back of the truck that would have been facing towards the Mexican grocery store.

Pavlik remembers Welch calling over the air indicating that they needed to and all called that they 

needed more people and equipment due to the volume of gas being leaked. He believes Welch and 

Stevens were teamed up at some point in time and were doing the northwest buildings. He indicated 

that Lloyd and Kim were also placed in a team and were completing the southwest ones. He did 

describe going to assist in the northeast buildings with them. He did get confirmation that the levels 

were too high and everybody needed to evacuate. He did state that when he went into these buildings 

with them he stayed upstairs while the full-gear firefighters went to do the basement evacuations. Once 

these were completed, they did go back to the fire truck and he described the fire 1 Garrison showing 
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up. He remembers the teams being separated due to the fact of the seniority levels and wanted Welch 

and Stevens to take Lloyd and Kim apart to make sure that they were with them and had more exposure 

to an experienced firefighter. He believes then they went and started to complete the southeast and 

eastern parts of the evacuation. He remembers fire 1 responding to the truck and turning a radio over to 

him so that he was able to hear fire 2. Pavlik would also describe the event of them attempting to get the 

older gentleman out of the northeast section that would not answer his door and refused to do so.

Fire 1 and he then started to help do more of the evacuation. At that time they determined that the 

perimeter needed to be wider so they started to move out into the next extremity of buildings. He 

described going into The House of Mei and Salvatore’s to get the rest of the buildings in this block 

cleared because of the significant amount of gas. He does indicate that there were two officers also 

helping through this process.

Pavlik stated the only officer that he knows was Sergeant Thomson, who was staying next to them, 

getting updates on what needed to be done. He returned back to the front of the truck to monitor that 

location when he observed an individual wearing all dark clothes walking eastbound on the north 

sidewalk of Main St. heading directly towards the professional building and The Barr House.

Pavlik started to walk to this location while he was yelling at him to turn around. During the entire time he 

was in this location, you could see and smell the gas coming from the manhole covers. He described it 

to sound like almost gushing or flowing water. He was able to get in contact with this individual almost 

directly in front of The Barr House and telling him to turn around and go back towards the chief because 

it was not safe to be here. Once he completed this, he described that he was just off of the curb directly 

in front of The Barr House. At that time he started to walk back towards the truck because he did not 

want to be that close to the gas leaks. He remembers out of his peripheral vision observing something 

moving to the north of him. He remembers looking over his shoulder and seeing what he described was 

what he thought Cory Barr walking out of the northeast door of The Barr House. He describes him to be 

heading towards the curb but still on the sidewalk. In the same view he could see who he thought was 

Welch coming out of the small covey of the doorway of The Barr House. He believes that Welch was just 

stepping out of that stoop area onto the sidewalk when the building exploded.

He believes that Barr was heading in sort of a northerly direction but was not completely sure. At this 

time Pavlik indicated that he was in the crosswalks which he felt to be in the center line of N. Bristol St. 

when the explosion happened. He stated the explosion pushed him and carried him over to the gutter 

directly in the corner of the northeast part of this intersection. Pavlik remembers being struck by brick 

and that there was copious amounts of debris falling from the sky.  

 He was able to get himself back to the 

front of the truck where he was attempting to try to get water started.  

Pavlik was able to continue to do emergency services, attempting to get water on the fire that was now 

coming out of the south side of The Barr House. He does remember seeing three firefighters digging for 

someone over just north of where he was at in the intersection. He does remember trying to drag a 
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five-inch hose to get it hooked up to the hydrant as they were not hooked up yet. He did state that they 

did put the 750 gallons of water that was on the truck on the fire which only lasted for two to three 

minutes. The other things that Pavlik remembers is a black uniform fire department showing up and him 

being told that he needed to leave which he did.

When asked if there was anything that we did not talk about, he remembered the fact that during the 

time they were doing the evacuation, the WE Energy truck showed up and parked just northeast of him 

on Main St. He remembers telling him to stop so that he did not run over the fire hose. He remembers 

him getting out of the vehicle, seeing and hearing the gas, and getting back into his truck and working 

on his computer. He does not know where he was at the time of the explosion but feels that he was still 

in that same location. This was the end of my interview with Pavlik.

INTERVIEW WITH KENNY KIM:

On 07/17/2018 at 2:30 PM I did make contact with Firefighter Kim at the Sun Prairie Police 

Department. He did agree to meet with me and described the details of the gas call on 07/10/2018. 

Kim relayed the following information to me. He stated that he arrived for his shift at 5:40 PM, as he was 

part of the overnight shift that was going to run 6:00 PM to 6:00 AM. He described the same events as 

all the other firefighters, getting the truck and med bags ready and remembers the gas leak coming out 

at approximately 6:20. He remembers the team to be Welch, Stevens, Lloyd, and Pavlik was driving the 

truck. He did state that he put his turnout gear on and air tank on his back but was not running it at the 

time. He did state that Assistant Chief Kleven fire 2 was blocking the intersection at Bristol and Angell. 

He did state that they all took engine 3 directly down the street to Main and Bristol. He does remember 

exiting the vehicle and immediately having heard that Pavlik needed to move the truck. He did describe 

him to move the truck over into the eastern part of the intersection on Main St. between Wagner’s and 

the [inaudible] There was a significantly strong odor of gas over here more than he had in the other 

locations he was clearing. Once they were done with the professional building they did meet back at the 

fire truck and he remembers being separated from Lloyd and going with Stevens. Fire 1 was there at 

this time who did that and stated that the perimeter needed to get larger. He does remember this was 

approximately 30 minutes into the call. He does remember going over to El Primo’s Restaurant and 

Grocery Store and starting to assist with that evacuation. He also did remember the struggle with the 

tenant over in the northeast corner above Wagner’s trying to get him to answer. At this time he stated 

that there was police officers also helping this evacuation. Once these were completed he remembers 

being back over to the north of the fire truck with his back facing The Barr House . The next thing he 

remembered was a large bang and glass flying everywhere. He described flames coming out of the 

front of The Barr House and debris and bricks falling from the sky. He remembers looking back and 

seeing Pavlik in the intersection. He ran over to grab him and helped him back to the bumper of the 

truck. Kim had no recollection on where any other firefighters were at. At this time he was ordered to get 

water on the fire which he and Pavlik proceeded to drain the 750 gallons out of the truck immediately. 

They then attempted to get the fire hose hooked up during this timeframe. He also remembers the all 

call that came out and during the time that he was pulling the hose he does remember Firefighter 

Koehler showing up very quickly which he later learned that he was at the Market Street Diner eating 

dinner.
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Kim also told me that after the event took place he had a conversation with Firefighter Skyler Pots who 

he was told was in engine 1 that had just gone past car 2 on N. Bristol St. and was heading towards The 

Barr House immediately before the explosion.

Kim remembers that there was significant fire coming out of the front of The Barr House and also the 

pipe that was directly in front of The Glass Nickel. He remembers feeling that if they would have had the 

hose hooked to a fire hydrant they could have saved Glass Nickel. This was a conversation that they 

were having. He was told by a senior firefighter that that fire could not be put out because if it was it 

could potentially cause more explosions. Kim was ordered to take Pavlik back to the fire station to get 

him medical attention which he did. This was all the actions that Kim completed in the initial part of this 

call. This was the end of my interview with him at this time.

INJURIES:

I did not go in depth with the injuries of all of these firefighters. It is known that Welch has significant 

injuries  from the explosion. He was within feet of the 

building when it blew up.

Pavlik also had injuries of debris that was striking him .  

from being struck by the bricks that were flying through.

Kim had indicated that he only had minor injuries to his extremities of .

 

Scott Bartnick/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  BARTNICK, SCOTT

SP1800012009.10 SCOTT BARTNICK 07/20/2018

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACT:

Lloyd, Austin, interviewed, verbally identified

INTERVIEW OF AUSTIN LLOYD:

On 07/19/2018 at approximately 6:05 PM, I did make contact with Lloyd who verbally identified himself. 

This interview was conducted at the Sun Prairie Volunteer Fire Department station 1.

Lloyd indicated that he was on the night shift for the 07/10/2018 date. He arrived at station 1 at 

approximately 5:45 PM of a shift that started at 6:00 PM and ended at 7:00 AM. He again discussed 

the same as the other firefighters, checking the trucks and med bags to make sure everything is clear. 

He believes approximately at 6:20 PM the call for the gas leak came out. He was familiar with the area 

as it was at Main and Bristol and just down the street.
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Lloyd was able to indicate the crew that went down with him was Pavlik, Welch, Stevens and Kim. He 

did state that Fire Chief 3 Kleven was in command of the scene and had taken up a location on N. 

Bristol St. at Angell St. to run the scene and for traffic control.

Lloyd described Pavlik driving engine 1 with Welch being in the front seat and Stevens, Kim and he 

were all in the back.

He does remember engine 3 being parked in the intersection of Main and Bristol. Once they arrived, 

they determined the significance to it and he indicated at this time he put his turnout gear on, helmet and 

air tank but was not on air.

He does remember that Pavlik repositioned the truck due to the gas that was at that location. He 

indicated that he got teamed up with Kim to start the evacuation process. He does remember Welch 

requesting WE Energy to respond because of the gas leak. He does also remember the comm center 

turning back indicating that it was going to be 45 minutes before WE Energy could arrive.

Lloyd and Kim then proceeded to the northeast buildings which he described between 100 and 116 

Main St. He and Kim entered these locations and started to evacuate. Once they got through the 

buildings and to 114, he came back to engine 3. At that time he gave the all clear for the process that 

was going through trying to get the elderly person out and was then reassigned to go over to the 

southwest corner. At this time they started to walk over towards The Glass Nickel and he described to 

not being able to see or hear but did have a significant smell of gas at the time. Lloyd discussed going 

through addresses 101 through 109 E. Main St. He did state that they were able to evacuate several 

children and people from the upstairs apartments and had cleared them out the south entrance of the 

buildings. Once they completed that, they then again went back to engine 3 to get another assignment 

and this is when he described Fire 1 Chief Garrison showing up. This time he was switched and placed 

with Welch. Welch and he then went to the southeast corner of the building where they went through 101 

and 105, clearing that building. He did state he remembered having Welch to use the knock box to get 

upstairs because it was secured. Once this location was cleared, he remembers heading down towards 

the 120 Columbus St. addresses, as he was getting updates indicating that they needed to expand the 

perimeter because of the gas leak. He does remember going down to the 120 building and meeting up 

with Sergeant Ray Thomson. He was advised by them that the police department has already taken 

care of those and they proceeded back to engine 3.

Lloyd then remembered and stated that he forgot that prior to him getting reassigned, he and Kim also 

went over to the northwest corner and went through the 100 to 114 E. Main St. He stated that The Barr 

House was already starting to evacuate and that they just needed to go up into the apartments and clear 

those. He did discuss that in the professional building, there was a therapist and some other people that 

were all agreeing to evacuate. In that extended perimeter he did go over to 114 and determined that no 

one was in the residence at the time. That all took place when he was still assigned with Kim.

Lloyd was able to continue, stating that they went back to meet up with fire 1. He stated that Welch and 

he met fire 1 somewhere in the center line of N. Bristol St. about the middle of The Barr House building. 
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Welch and fire 1 were discussing the next steps that needed to be done. This was the first time that he 

observed Barr up by fire 3. He remembers his vehicle being parked outside of fire 3’s blocking and then 

saw him head back up to the fire station. He assumed that Barr was going to gear up and was heading 

down. They were there with fire 1 for a period of time and they were discussing the next steps to be 

completed. After a short period of time he remembers watching Barr walking down from the fire station, 

heading to their location. They did make contact with Barr in roughly the same area in the middle of N. 

Bristol St. directly east of The Barr House. He does remember Barr coming down in full turnout gear 

with helmet but remembers he did not have his air tank on.

During this time, Barr and Welch were discussing what may or may not be in The Barr House that could 

be shut off immediately while they were waiting for WE Energy to get there and to have the fire chief try 

to get the electrical grid shut off. Lloyd remembers Welch and Barr talking to the fact that he believes 

that there was some possible fuel and electricity shut offs in the basement of The Barr House that 

potentially could secure that building from electricity and gas. At this time Lloyd indicated that the three 

of them headed into the northeast door of The Barr House. He described Barr leading the way with 

Welch behind him and he was following up in the rear. They went into the bar and Lloyd remembers all 

of the TVs and electricity were still on and drinks were just sitting there . They did head to the basement 

area where he described Barr and Welch to go into the basement and off the stairs . He went down the 

stairs and stood at the edge of the stairway, waiting for Barr and Welch. They both went over to the 

power sources and fuel and were discussing the next steps they could take. He does remember hearing 

Barr tell Welch that the gas was just too much down here and that the power sources down there were 

not going to be able to help them shut off the power and gas effectively .

Lloyd then stated that he heard Captain Barr say we need to get out of here that it is not a good place 

for us to be and we don’t need to be in here any more. At this time Lloyd proceeded up the stairs with 

Welch behind him and Barr following up the rear. He did direct himself up the stairs through The Barr 

House and proceeded to exit The Barr House in the northeast corner directly adjacent to N . Bristol St. 

When he was coming outside of The Barr House, the extensive amount of gas was starting to be very 

uncomfortable for him. At this time he realized that he was missing a piece for his air mask. While they 

were walking out the door, he happened to look over his shoulder and told Welch that he needs to go 

back to the truck and get this part.

He does recall Barr and Welch discussing what their next steps were going to do but did hear Welch 

affirm his response so he felt that Welch knew that he was going to be heading over to engine 3 to get 

that part and then return back.

Lloyd stated that when he came out the door he came out of the northeast door first, Welch was directly 

behind him and Cory was bringing up the rear. The last time Lloyd remembers seeing and looking at 

Welch and Barr he described Welch to be just outside of the doorway on the sidewalk which he 

believed sort of heading in a southerly direction. He knew that Barr was directly behind him at that time. 

He did describe him to be in very close proximity of the door that they had just exited. Lloyd stated that 

because he forgot that part and being probationary he was picking up the pace to go get that part so he 

could return to work. He did state that he was cutting kitty corner across N. Bristol St., heading back 

towards engine 3, and was facing forward heading in the southeast direction towards engine 3. He 
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described getting approximately to the center line again probably half way in the middle of The Barr 

House when he heard the noise and immediately felt the energy coming from behind him.

Lloyd stated that he knew he did not have mask or glasses on so he did not turn back towards it; he just 

put his head down and started moving quickly. Lloyd stated that he was truck with a significant amount 

of debris on his back and was covered with dust. While he continuously moved towards the engine 3, he 

remembers copious amounts of bricks and debris falling on top of him and onto the roadway. He 

described his path that he directly went towards the northeast building at Bristol and Main and hugged 

that down around the sidewalk and came to the front part of the engine 3. Once he got there he looked 

over and happened to see Kim over there, as well. He then looked back and noticed that Pavlik was in 

the area of the rear bumper of the truck. . He remembers 

having a conversation with Kim about getting a med bag that Kim was going to take care of that and he 

proceeded to continuously head down the center of Main St. to the east. He described this to be a little 

bit fuzzy why he headed all the way down this way but he did. He did discuss the fact that he initially 

thought that he was dead but realized he was still moving so he just continued to move because he 

wanted to get out of the blast area. He did hear a secondary explosion take place so he continued just 

walking this way and turned onto Columbus St. following that around and getting back onto Angell and 

heading back towards the fire station.

His initial thought process that he survived the one explosion that he wanted to stay away from it. Once 

he got back over to where fire 3 was, he then started to be able to think a little more clearly and looked 

up and observed firefighters down in the debris in the last location that he remembers Welch and Barr 

being there. He then observed Stevens and Welch over by the Verizon building. He went over to assist 

them and described Welch to be looking like something from photographs from 911 . He was completely 

covered in dust and .  

.  

. He told Stevens to stay with Barr and he headed down to The 

Barr House to help look for Barr. He sort of forgot about Barr until he looked up and realized Barr was 

down there, as well. He remembers having a conversation with Firefighter Sullivan about coming down 

and helping dig. He did state that the majority of the firefighters were digging in a large pile of debris 

that was on the sidewalk area and the west side of N. Bristol St.

He went to his location and started to dig. He described the intensity of the heat was extreme and there 

was a strong odor of gas still. During the timeframe he was digging was only a short period of time but 

he started to become fatigued so he was going to go over to the northeast side of the buildings in the 

parking lot behind Wagner’s and drop off his gear. While he was heading that direction, he happened to 

look up and saw a pair of boots. At that time he knew they were firefighter boots and knew it was Cory. 

He called everyone over to where Cory was at. In a short period, all of the other firefighters came over 

and assisted with the removal of the debris around Barr.

He did describe the fact that they cleared him out, put him on a board and assisted him back to the 

ambulance. Once they were at the ambulance, he indicated that he was asked to go and ride along 

with. He did get in the back of the ambulance with Paramedic Lang.
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Lloyd assisted in lifesaving measures with Lang for Barr.

Lloyd did state that he was at the hospital long enough to determine and learn that Barr was killed from 

the injuries he sustained. He did also go and able to check in on Pavlik and Welch while he was there . 

He did respond back with Paramedic Lang in the ambulance to where he went to assist more with 

anything that he could. He did end up at the command post at Patrick Marsh. During the time he was 

there, he was requested to be reviewed by a paramedic.  

 

 

.

This was all of the pertinent information that was relayed to me at this time.

Scott Bartnick/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HETRICK, TYLER

SP1800012009.12 TYLER HETRICK 07/22/2018

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On 07/10/2018, I was working as a patrol officer for the City of Sun Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin. I 

was dressed in full Sun Prairie Police uniform and operating fully marked patrol squad number 12.

At approximately 6:45 PM I self-assigned to the call in order to help with blocking traffic. I was assigned 

to block traffic on S. Bristol St. at Lane St.

SCENE OBSERVATIONS:

When I arrived on scene, I noticed a large natural gas smell in the area. I observed a large amount of 

people near the intersection of Bristol St. and Main St. I assisted other officers and firefighters by 

helping to evacuate the area.

I had walked up into the intersection in order to speak with firefighters about getting into the apartments 

above probation and parole. I went to go grab a resident who advised we could use his keys if they 

needed to get into the building. As I was leaving the intersection, I could hear a large amount of gas 

leaking from somewhere in the intersection. This noise sounded like someone was holding down the 

lever for an air compressor. I made it to the driveway behind probation and parole when I turned back to 

the intersection and observed it explode.

I radioed that an explosion had occurred. This radio transmission is located under an unrelated case 

number of SP1800012008.

Tyler Hetrick/sah
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IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

  witness, verbally identified

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On Tuesday, July 10, 2018 at approximately 7:30 p.m., I was off duty and had contacted the Sun Prairie 

Police Department reference this case.  I was asked to respond in immediately.  I arrived in plain 

clothes and put on my Sun Prairie Police Department Task Force Jacket, which had Sun Prairie Police 

on the front, shoulder patches on each side and Sun Prairie Police Task Force on the back .  I also had 

my police badge around my neck.

I responded to Sergeant Ryan Cox where I was assigned to interview VC Tech Driller ,    

CONTACT WITH DETECTIVE CATHLEEN MESSENGER:

Detective Messenger made a phone call to   reference speaking with  and  

 reference this case.    and   were drillers for VC Tech that had done 

the drilling during this incident.  Arrangements were made to meet with  and  at the Sun 

Prairie High School located at 888 Grove Street in the City of Sun Prairie.

Detective Messenger and I arrived at approximately 9:15 p.m., at the Sun Prairie High School and met 

with   and  

INTERVIEW WITH  

I made contact with   identified myself and the agency I work for to  and obtained a 

verbal statement reference this incident.  

I informed  that  was not under arrest and could leave at any time, but I would like to ask  

some questions about what had occurred on this evening.   advised that  would answer my 

questions and was clearly visibly shaken at what had occurred.  

 advised that  resides normally at .  

However,  was in town to complete drilling and was currently staying in  

.  

 advised  was working for VC Tech Inc., out of Michigan and started working there 

approximately three months ago.  would stay in  during the week to do the drilling and 

then go home on the weekends to spend time with  family in .  
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 normally ran the drilling operation for VC Tech.  

 advised that  was the owner of the company and who  works for .   advised 

that normally  runs the drill, however on this day;  was running the drill when they smelled the 

odor of gas.  

 advised that  and  and other members of the crew by the names of  and  

had arrived at work around 4:50 p.m.  The VC Tech crew was to take over a job that had been started 

by another company.  

 advised that they drilled a hole just to the west of the Sun Prairie Fire Department located at 135 

N. Bristol Street.  When drilling a hole underneath the cement as they were doing, they need to stay at 

least 2 feet from any yellow lines, which marked gas pipes.  

All gas pipes are marked with yellow.   advised that they were a minimum of 2 feet to the east of 

the yellow spray paint lines that were running down the west side sidewalk area of N. Bristol Street.  

From the Fire Department hole where they had parked their truck and drilling machine, they drilled 

straight south at a depth of approximately 1 ½ feet underneath the surface.   advised that gas 

lines are all 4 feet underneath the surface, so they made sure to stay plenty of distance away from the 

gas lines.  

The drilling continues straight south until they stopped at the north west corner of Main Street and N. 

Bristol Street.  This corner was immediately in front of the Barr House Tavern.  At that point, they started 

drilling across Main Street going south to within about a foot of the curb area on the south west corner 

immediately in front of the Glass Nickel Restaurant.  

 advised that  had been operating the transmitter, which ran above the surface keeping track 

of the drill line.   made the comment that at this point  had looked down and was looking at the 

head of the drill, which was just below the surface.  

 stated that it looked like the yellow gas markings were now turning and going towards the drill so 

they needed to make sure where the drill head was on the drilling equipment.   advised that  

looked down and observed that the drill head was nowhere near the gas line. 

 advised that they started pulling the drill head and rods back towards the Barr House.  

Each rod is approximately 10 feet and they were removing 4 drill rods.   advised that  

was operating the drill and bringing the rods back approximately 40 feet stopping at the corner of the 

Barr House when  advised that  smelled natural gas. 
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 stated that  had been in constant contact with  over their phones , which is standard 

practice.  

Once the odor of natural gas was detected, all drilling stopped and  contacted 9-1-1 and 8-1-1.  

 advised that they had gone into the Barr House Tavern and started telling people that they 

needed to leave due to the smell of natural gas; however, nobody was leaving until the Fire Department 

arrived and started escorting people out.   also advised that the people that they had called at 

8-1-1 took over an hour to come to the scene.  

 advised that they had done everything properly and does not know how a gas line was ruptured 

since they were nowhere near any of the markings that had been placed on the ground ahead of their 

drilling.  I asked  what the drilling was for.   stated they were running a conduit for fiber 

optic cables.   again reiterated that the gas was kept running for over an hour after they had 

talked to the lady on the phone at 8-1-1.  

 was extremely upset and kept reiterating that they had followed the lines that were marked.  That 

 had been checking the drill bit the entire time from above the surface with their transmitter to 

make sure that it was operating properly.   

 advised that  would remain on scene to answer any questions that were needed over the 

evening.  I informed   could go home.  I had asked  for  identification to which  

replied was in  wallet back in the truck that had been parked next to Glass Nickel and was currently 

on fire.  This ended my conversation with  

RED CROSS:

After my interview with   I was sent to run a Red Cross site up at the Sun Prairie High 

School for the remainder of the evening.

Todd Lukens /tlh

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.14 MICHAEL HARTMAN 07/10/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Hudzinski, Anthony P., owner, identified verbally

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 10, 2018 (Tuesday) at 10:00 am, I was working as a detective for the City of Sun Prairie Police 

Department, wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 
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identification. I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau, working a shift 

from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm.

At approximately 7:10 pm, I spoke with Detective Messenger via phone who was currently on duty and 

she informed me that a building had exploded in downtown Sun Prairie while police were assisting the 

Sun Prairie Fire Department with a gas leak. At approximately 7:30 pm, I responded to the Sun Prairie 

Police Department’s east side facility to act in my official capacity as a detective.

ACTIONS UPON ARRIVAL IN SUN PRAIRIE:

Upon arriving for duty, I responded to the initial command post and spoke with Sun Prairie Police Chief 

Anhalt and Sun Prairie Police Department Assistant Chief Teasdale. I was requested to begin 

preparing investigative resources so that police could begin working on the initial scene as soon as the 

fire was extinguished.

I contacted the Wisconsin Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI) via phone at  and 

spoke with the special agent on call. I explained that I was requesting assistance from DCI including the 

State Fire Marshall’s Office.

I was then contacted via phone by DCI Supervisory Special Agent Lisa Wilson via phone . I provided 

Special Agent Lisa Wilson with a brief summary of the current situation occurring in Sun Prairie . Special 

Agent Lisa Wilson indicated that she was en route to the command post and would be contacting Bill 

Fulton from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms along with other agents from DCI.

The command post was moved several times due to the evolving situation occurring at Main and Bristol 

St. in the City of Sun Prairie. The command post was eventually permanently established at Patrick 

Marsh Middle School located at 1351 Columbus St. in the City of Sun Prairie.

CONTACT WITH PROPERTY OWNER FOR 100 WEST MAIN STREET:

On July 10, 2018, I contacted the property owner for 100 W. Main St. via phone at . The 

property owner was verbally identified as Anthony P. Hudzinski with a date of birth of . 

Anthony stated that he had contact with all the tenants living above The Barr House and the business 

next to The Barr House called Razor Sharp Screen Printing. Anthony believed all of his tenants were 

accounted for and no one was in the building when it exploded. Anthony currently has insurance on his 

properties though Harms Insurance in Sun Prairie but Anthony believes the policy is actually written 

through West Bend Insurance.

I requested Anthony email a tenant list to my Sun Prairie Police Department email account . Anthony 

provided the list of tenants for his property, which was turned over to Detective Hall to submit to a DCI 

analyst for analysis.

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL
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SP1800012009.15 MICHAEL HARTMAN 07/10/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Barr, Cory J., deceased, identified through previous professional contacts

McCabe, Vincent, witness, identified verbally

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 10, 2018 (Tuesday) at 10:00 am, I was working as a detective for the City of Sun Prairie Police 

Department, wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification. I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau, working a shift 

from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm.

At approximately 7:10 pm, I spoke with Detective Messenger via phone who was currently on duty and 

she informed me that a building had exploded in downtown Sun Prairie while police were assisting the 

Sun Prairie Fire Department with a gas leak. At approximately 7:30 pm, I responded to the Sun Prairie 

Police Department’s east side facility to act in my official capacity as a detective.

CONTACT WITH VINCENT MCCABE:

At approximately 11:00 pm, Detective Hall and I were leaving the command post and were requested to 

return by Detective Sergeant Cox. Detective Sergeant Cox requested we speak with Sun Prairie 

Firefighter Vincent McCabe, who wanted to turn over evidence to police.

Detective Hall and I contacted and verbally identified Sun Prairie Firefighter Vincent McCabe in the 

parking lot of Patrick March Middle School located at 1351 Columbus St. in the City of Sun Prairie. 

Vincent indicated that he had given a bag containing some of the now deceased Sun Prairie Firefighter 

Barr’s turnout gear that had been collected from the hospital.

Vincent turned over a large plastic red bag that had been tied in a knot at the opening to the bag . 

Vincent stated he believed the bag contained Cory’s Sun Prairie Fire Department boots and pants 

collected from the hospital. I took position of the bag containing the clothing from Vincent at 

approximately 11:15 pm on July 10, 2018.

Vincent stated that Cory had been transported from the initial scene by one of the Sun Prairie 

ambulances to the University of Wisconsin Hospital in the City of Madison. Vincent believed that the 

clothing was turned over to a Sun Prairie Firefighter verbally identified by Vincent as Wyatt Kraiss while 

he was at the hospital with Cory.

Wyatt had placed the gear in the front seat of Sun Prairie Fire Department Tender 2 where it remained 

until being turned over to police. Upon receiving the plastic bag containing some of Cory’s clothing, it 

remained in my continuous and constant care.
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On July 10, 2018 at approximately 11:25 pm, I secured the bag containing the clothing in temporary 

locker 62 at the Sun Prairie Police Department’s east side facility. The key to temporary locker 62 was 

secured in my locked detective office.

On July 11, 2018 at approximately 1:44 pm, I turned over custody of the key to temporary locker 62 to 

Sun Prairie Police Department Evidence Officer Jason White. I requested Evidence Officer White 

photograph and property package the clothing as evidence.

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.16 MICHAEL HARTMAN 07/11/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACT:

H , T  ., owner, identified verbally

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 11, 2018 (Wednesday) at 6:45 am, I was working as a detective for the City of Sun Prairie 

Police Department, wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification. I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau.

CONTACT WITH T  H :

On July 10, 2018, a male later verbally identified as T  H  left a message with Sun Prairie 

Police Department Dispatch indicating his vehicle was parked in front of The Barr House when the 

building exploded.

On July 11, 2018, I contacted T  via phone at  and spoke with him reference his 

vehicle. T  was verbally identified as T  . H , date of birth , residing at  

. T  vehicle is a 2012 GMC Terrain SLT bearing Wisconsin 

passenger car plate  The vehicle is insured through Kemper Insurance.

The vehicle was parked in front of The Barr House on the north side of W. Main St., west of Bristol St. on 

July 10, 2018 prior to the explosion. T  , verbally identified by T  as C  H , had 

driven the vehicle to Sun Prairie to attend an event at Board and Brush. The vehicle was left parked in 

front of The Barr House when all persons were evacuated from the area. H  stated his  was fine 

and all their friends were accounted for. H  stated that he saw his vehicle on news coverage of the 

incident and the vehicle appeared to have been destroyed by fire.

CONTACT WITH RESIDENTS:
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I assisted in identifying and contacting residents that lived in building affected by the explosion . I 

contacted residents and building owners for 100 W. Main St., 104 W. Main St., 108 W. Main St., 110 W. 

Main St., 112 W. Main St., 102 N. Bristol St. and 107 W. Main St. I turned over all the above information 

to Detective Hall who provided the information to the Division of Criminal Investigation for analysis.

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.17 MICHAEL HARTMAN 07/12/2018

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

  witness, Identified verbally

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 12, 2018 (Thursday) at 8:00 am, I was working as a Detective for the City of Sun Prairie Police 

Department wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification.  I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau.

SCENE DESCRIPTION:

The Bar House is located at 100 W Main St in Sun Prairie, Dane county, Wisconsin.  The business is 

located on the North West corner of the intersection of Main St and Bristol St .  In addition to the Bar 

House there were several other business and residences located on the north side of W Main St that 

were affected by the explosion.  There are sidewalks on all corners and both sides of the streets leading 

away from the above intersection.  There are additional business and residences on the northeast, 

southeast and southwest sides of the above intersection affected by the explosion .  

There were two vehicles parked on the north side of W Main St in front of the Barr House damaged by 

the explosion.  There was a vehicle with a trailer parked on the south side of W Main St in front of Glass 

Nickel Pizza that belongs to the underground boring company affected by the explosion and fire .  The 

boring company also had a vehicle parked on the west side of S Bristol St to the east of Glass Nickel 

Pizza.  There was an additional vehicle parked on the east side of N Bristol St to the west of the old Sun 

Prairie City Hall Building.  

The streets, sidewalks, business, residences and greenspace areas surrounding the intersection of 

Main St and Bristol St all sustained damages.  All of the above areas were also covered in debris from 

the explosion.  

Police began to process the scene on July 12, 2018 at 9:00 am.  Agents from the Division of Criminal 

Investigation kept a log of all non-emergency service personal working on the site to include, We 

Energies, USIC, OSHA, Wisconsin Public Service Commission, Wisconsin Utility Exposure Company, 
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Intercon Construction, Sun Prairie Streets Department and Sun Prairie Engineering Department.  All of 

the above agencies were required to sign in prior to beginning work and worked under the direct 

supervision of various law enforcement officers.

PHOTOGRAPHS:

Sun Prairie Police Department Evidence Officer Jason White took numerous digital photographs of the 

scene prior to police looking and processing any evidence.  Please see Evidence officer Jason’s 

Whites report reference the photographs.   

EVIDENCE:

Based on a statement obtained from the owner of the directional underground boring company VC 

Tech, identified as   police were able to recover the hand held electronic boring 

receiver.   stated that  believed the hand held receiver was left on the southwest corner of 

Main St and Bristol St prior to the explosion. 

Agents from the Division of Criminal Investigation and I looked for the device in the rubble on the 

southwest corner of Main St and Bristol St near equipment believed to belong to VC Tech .  The Agents 

and I were wearing protective gloves while looking for the device. 

I believe that police located the electronic hand held receiver but the object was extremely melt and 

unrecognizable.  The object appeared to have a plastic handle and numerous electronic circuit boards 

visible.  The object was located in the location described by  as where the receiver was left 

prior to the explosion.  

I placed the object in a new, clean, unused brown paper bag, which I then secured, in my unmarked 

Detective vehicle.  At approximately 5:05 pm on July 12, 2018, I turned over custody of the receiver to 

Sun Prairie Police Department evidence Officer Jason White.  

UTILITY MARKINGS:

As police wanted to inspect all of the utility location markings on the roadway and sidewalk areas on 

Main St and Bristol St, Police requested assistance from the Sun Prairie Streets Department.  

Members of the Sun Prairie Streets Department used heavy equipment to clear debris from the street.  

Streets employees then used handheld shovels and brooms to clear debris from the sidewalk area as 

to not disturb the utility markings.  All of the utility markings were photographed by Sun Prairie Police 

Department evidence Officer Jason White.

SCENE EXCAVATION:

Police located three locations on the sidewalk area on the west side of Bristol St north of Main St where 

concrete sections of the sidewalk had been removed.  The three locations appeared to have been 

removed by VC Tech to be used as sight holes for their underground bore rods passing by underground 

Printed: 12/10/2018   1:55:20 PM Narrative Page 83 of 157 Incident Page 112 of 186



INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

gas and/or electric utilities.   

Each of the holes was excavated using a vacuum truck and water as to not change or damage any of 

the underground utilities.  The excavation was led by John Tice from WE Energies using employees 

from Wisconsin Utilities Exposure Company.  Law Enforcement personal and all other involved parties 

on scene monitored all of the excavation.  Sun Prairie Police Department Evidence Officer Jason White 

took digital photographs of the excavation process.  

The first sight hole believed to have been dug by VC Tech just north of Main St on the west side of 

Bristol St was at a location where the nearby utility markings indicated the presence of a T intersection 

of underground gas lines.  Police and other parties on scene were unable to locate any T intersection of 

underground gas lines in the sight hole dug near the location of the utility markings on the sidewalk.   

A large hole was cut in the pavement on the north side W Main St in the street .  Prior to the hole being 

cut the pavement was photographed by Sun Prairie Police Department Evidence Officer Jason White .  

No utility markings were located on the pavement indicating the presence of a gas line running east or a 

T intersection of gas lines.  The hole was cut in the pavement based on information provided by 

 as to where  believed  bore head was and underground utility mapping of the area.  The 

pavement was cut and the hole was again excavated using a vacuum truck and water.  The hole was 

again documented using digital photographs taken by Sun Prairie Police Department Evidence Officer 

Jason White.

Upon excavating the hole, a T intersection of underground gas lines was located.  A 4inch in diameter 

pipe was running in a north/south direction and a 2inch in diameter pipe was running east from a T 

intersection in the 4inch in diameter pipe.  The gas line had a wire affixed to the pipe in all directions 

from the T intersection.  The wire is a locating wire for the gas line. Also visible in the hole was a section 

of the bore rod running directly underneath and touching a section of the 2inch in diameter pipe.  Below 

the gas line and bore rod was a concrete sewer pipe.  I observed what appeared to be damage to the 

2inch in diameter pipe at the location the bore rod was touching the pipe.  The locating wire affixed to 

the gas pipe was also cut in the area of the damage to the gas pipe and bore rod.  Persons on scene 

were allowed to enter the hole and photograph the pipes without touching or disturbing them under Law 

Enforcement supervision.  Sun Prairie Police Department Evidence Officer Jason White documented 

the pipes and damage by taking digital photographs.  WE Energies took GPS coordinates of various 

utility markings, bore rod location and underground utility location.        

After Law Enforcement completed their actions for the day, the Sun Prairie Streets Department used a 

large front-end loader to place a large, heavy steel plate over the hole cut into the pavement to view the 

broken pipe.  The entire scene and surrounding area was protected by chain-link fencing.  Various Law 

Enforcement Officers also protected the scene 24 hours a day since the day of the explosion.                       

Detective Michael Hartman

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  MESSENGER, CATHLEEN

SP1800012009.18 CATHLEEN MESSENGER 07/24/2018
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ADDITIONAL INJURIES:

Upon returning to work on Monday, 07/23/2018, I received several voicemails reference this incident. 

Several of the subjects requested to provide information reference injuries. Others requested updates 

and still others offered to provide a statement about observations that had occurred just before the 

incident. Therefore, at approximately 9:00 PM on Monday, 07/23/2018, I attempted follow-up phone 

calls with these subjects.

I was able to make contact with a female subject, who identified herself fully as P . M  (date 

of birth 1 ).

M  advised that  lives at  apartment  on the  of the apartment building.

Just prior to the explosion occurring,  was in  kitchen of  apartment. During that time, the patio 

door was open and the screen was shut.

When the explosion occurred, the screen window bent and the patio door was damaged.

However, as a result of the loud explosion,  

 M  sought medical treatment at the  location of 

. Specifically, M  met with a Doctor .  [phonetic] on Friday, 07/20/2018. At 

that point  was diagnosed with .

M  advised that the damage to  door was covered by  landlord.  however wanted police 

notified of the injuries she received.

I provided M  with the case number, my name and contact information and requested that  call 

back if  experienced any complications or further injuries as a result of the incident. My contact with 

 then ended.

CONTACT WITH N  K :

N  K  had left a voicemail for me on 07/16/2018. Initially, I attempted contact with  at 

approximately 9:00 PM on Monday, 07/23/2018. No contact was made during that time; however, at 

approximately 3:30 PM on Tuesday, 07/24/2018, I was able to make contact with N  K . 

K  verbally identified self and provided a verbal statement.

N  K  advised that  was the driver of a vehicle during the incident.  further advised that 

 friend, J  R , had already contacted law enforcement. I informed K  that I had 

spoken with R  about the incident previously.

N  K  advised that just prior to the explosion  was operating  vehicle in the downtown 

area; however, due to the perimeter having been established due to the gass leak and different streets 

Printed: 12/10/2018   1:55:20 PM Narrative Page 85 of 157 Incident Page 114 of 186



INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  MESSENGER, CATHLEEN

being blocked off,  was forced to redirect to the area of Church St. at E. Main St. At this time 

K  was operating  vehicle while R  was seated in the front passenger seat with the 

front passenger window down.

While at this intersection, the explosion had occurred.

R  had since informed K  that  had a confirmed  from the explosion. 

Furthermore, N  sought medical care on either Thursday, 07/19/2018 or Friday, 07/20/2018 at 

. Although  has had  sporadically, doctors believe 

that she may have .  

K  had nothing further to state. I provided  with the case number, my information and contact 

information and requested that  contact me should  have any complications as a result of the 

incident. My contact with  then ended.

CONTACT WITH S  B :

The Sun Prairie Records Department passed along information that a subject identified as S  

B  had contacted this department on behalf of  , S  B .  

requested contact reference injuries that S  had sustained as a result of this incident.

I made phone contact with S  B  on Tuesday, 07/24/2018 at approximately 4:00 PM. At 

that time, I made phone contact with S . S  first began by verbally identifying self, as well as 

  S  B .

S  advised that S  previously lived at  apartment  in the , 

. S  advised that S  was unable to take police contact at this time as  was 

 Therefore,  offered to provide the 

information that  knew.

On the date of the explosion, on Tuesday, 07/10/2018, S  received a phone call from S  advising 

that there had been an explosion and there was gas everywhere. S  did not know the extent of the 

damage and elected to respond to the area with S  

When S  came close to the area,  discovered how severe the situation was.

In the end, S  Bu  was evacuated from  apartment through a window. As a result of the 

explosion  had several items hit  in the head.

The fire department had encouraged S  to get checked out.  however declined.

Then, on, Tuesday, 07/17/18, S   found S  passed out at their residence. S  

 contacted 911 and EMS responded to their residence. S  advised that EMS began 
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compressions on S  which resulted in injuries to  chest. S  was then transported to  

.

Then, on Thursday, 07/19/2018, S  found S  once again passed out in their residence. S  

contacted 911 at which time EMS responded. No compressions were applied and S  was 

transported to  once again. This time however, it was found that S  had  and 

remained in the hospital until Sunday, 07/22/2018 when  was released.

S  only had partial information about the incident. Therefore, I asked when the best time would be to 

reach S  to discuss the incident. After discussing the incident briefly with S , it was determined 

that I would attempt phone contact with S  B  at approximately 2:00 PM on Wednesday, 

07/25/2018. My contact with S  then ended.

On Wednesday, 07/25/18 I was unable to follow up with S  due to call activity. However, on Thursday, 

07/26/18 I attempted to contact S  via phone. Contact was made with S  who advised S  was 

unable to take contact at this point. I requested S  contact me next week between 2pm - 10pm and 

speak with me if  wanted the information documented. My contact with S  ended.

ATTEMPT TO CONTACT S  B :

I was also advised by Sun Prairie Police staff, that a subject, requested to provide information reference 

injuries. This subject was identified only as S  B .

However, I had briefly made contact with S  B  on Wednesday, 07/11/2018, while making 

contact with C  W . At that point B  had advised  had sustained injuries to   as 

a result of the broken glass. Contact with B  was attempted on Monday, 07/23/2018. I however 

was unable to leave a voicemail and no contact was made.

I also attempted contact with B  on Tuesday, 07/24/20108 at approximately 9:15 PM. Again, no 

contact was made and I was unable to leave a voicemail.

M  M :

I had also received a voicemail from M  M  reference possibly having information and observing 

the work that was being done in the area at N. Bristol St. at W. Main St.  provided a phone number of 

. I attempted phone contact with  on Monday, 07/23/2018 at approximately 9:00 PM. 

No contact was made and a voicemail was left.

I also attempted contact with M  on Tuesday, 07/24/2018 at approximately 9:20 PM. Again, no 

contact was made and a voicemail was left.

On Wednesday, 07/25/2018, contact was made with M  who advised  had already spoken to 

Detective Hall about observations  had made. Therefore, my contact with  ended.

Cathleen Messenger/sah
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SP1800012009.19 MICHAEL HARTMAN 07/12/2018

FIELD REPORT

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 12, 2018 (Thursday) at 8:00 am, I was working as a detective for the City of Sun Prairie Police 

Department, wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification. I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau.

CONTACT WITH BEAR COMMUNICATION:

On July 12, 2018, Detective Sergeant Cox requested that I speak with three individuals who were 

standing outside the perimeter fencing on N. Bristol St. at Angell St. that were with Bear 

Communications. Detective Sergeant Cox indicated that he had already spoken with the subjects but 

requested I attempt to speak with and identify them.

I made contact with two subjects who wished to speak with police as a third subject walked away 

northbound on Bristol St. The first subject was verbally identified as Eddie James, an attorney with 

Polsinelli Law Offices out of Kansas City, Kansas representing Bear Communications. Eddie James 

provided a current phone number . The second subject was verbally identified as Richard 

Morris, the safety director for Bear Communications. Richard Morris provided a current phone number 

of . I asked Morris for Bear Communications’ current business address; he looked 

towards James, and they discussed if they had a business address. Morris eventually provided two 

business address for Bear Communications. The first address was , 

. The second address was . The third subject who 

walked away was verbally identified by Morris as Mitch Patterson, a vice president for Bear 

Communications. Morris provided Patterson’s phone number as .

I asked Morris and James if they wanted to provide a statement to police. Morris and James proceeded 

to ask questions about what was currently occurring on scene and when they would be allowed inside 

the perimeter. Both parties appeared to be upset that WE Energies and USIC were allowed into the 

secure perimeter. I attempted to explain that police and the Division of Criminal Investigation required 

the assistance of both WE Energies and USIC to complete the investigation. I also informed both 

parties that USIC agreed to not take any photographs prior to being allowed into the secure perimeter. I 

attempted to explain that Bear Communications would be allowed into the secure perimeter at a future 

time. This ended my contact with the subjects from Bear Communications and then remained outside 

the secure perimeter.

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.20 MICHAEL HARTMAN 07/16/2018

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:
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F , K , other, verbally identified

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 16, 2018 (Monday) at 8:00 am, I was working as a Detective for the City of Sun Prairie Police 

Department wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification.  I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau.

SUN PRAIRIE UTILITIES VIDEO SURVEILLANCE:

On July 16, 2018, while I was working inside the secure perimeter at the incident location when I was 

notified of a subject wanting to turn over video surveillance to police.  I met with a subject verbally 

identified as B  . S  date of birth  an employee for Sun prairie Utilities in front of the 

Sun Prairie Utilities building located 125 W. Main St. in the City of sun Prairie.  Brace stated that Sun 

Prairie Utilities had video of the building explosion and was wondering if police would like the video 

footage.  B  then allowed me into the Sun Prairie Utilities office and introduced me to a male 

verbally identified as K  F .  K  is the IT Specialist Manager for Sun Prairie Utilities.  

K  allowed me to view the video footage of the incident on his work computer.  The camera angle 

does not directly face the Barr House.  The camera shows the Sun Prairie Utilities parking lot and area 

of W Main St directly in front of the business.  The video footage shows a flash followed by debris falling 

from the sky and the subsequent fire occurring at the surrounding business.

At approximately 12:45 pm, K  provided me with the Sun Prairie Utilities video surveillance from 

July 10, 2018 just prior to the explosion until 1:00 am on July 11, 2018.  K  stated that the times 

visible on the video were correct.  K  placed a copy of the video onto a flash drive belonging to Sun 

Prairie Utilities.  The flash drive then remained in my continuous and constant care.    

I transported the USB flash drive to the Sun Prairie Police Department east side facility.  The USB flash 

drive was packaged in a new, clean, unused paper envelope, which was sealed using red Sun Prairie 

Police Department evidence tape.  The USB flash drive was issued barcode 62312 and secured in 

locker 78 at the Sun Prairie Police Department east side facility.  

FOUND PROPERTY:

On July 16, 2018, Detective Sergeant Cox contacted me via phone and informed me that a bank bag 

containing cash was located at the incident scene and needed to be secured in a temporary locker for 

safe keeping.  The bank bag was currently being held in the Sun Prairie Fire Department building 

located at 135 N Bristol St.  I located the bank bag and secured it in temporary locker 84 at the Sun 

Prairie Police Department eastside facility.  The key to temporary locker 84 was secured in my locked 

Detective office.  

On July 17, 2018, I placed new, clean, unused medical gloves on my hands and removed the bag from 
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the temporary locker.  The bank bag is maroon in color and has a Bank of Sun Prairie logo on it.  The 

bag also has a paper card affixed to one side that was partially burned with just the letters “aker” still 

visible.  Inside the bag was 35 $1.00 bills, 7 $5.00 bills and 4 $20.00 bills for a total of $150.00.  

The bills were placed into a new, clean, unused, clear plastic moneybag with the total written on the 

outside of the bag.  The bag was sealed using red Sun Prairie Police Department evidence tape and 

issued barcode number 62323.  The money was secured in temporary locker number 84 at the Sun 

Prairie Police Department east side facility.

The Bank of Sun Prairie moneybag was packaged in a new, clean, unused brown paper bag, which 

was sealed using red Sun Prairie Police Department evidence tape.  The bank bag was issued 

barcode number 62322 and secured in temporary locker 84 at the Sun Prairie Police Department east 

side facility.  The key to temporary locker 84 was placed into the secure key drop for collection by the 

Sun Prairie Police Department Evidence Officer.                         

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/hds

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.21 MICHAEL HARTMAN 07/16/2018

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Gummin, Wade, other officer, identified verbally

Corcoran, Carren, other officer, identified verbally

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 16, 2018 (Monday) at 8:00 am, I was working as a Detective for the City of Sun Prairie Police 

Department wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification.  I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau.

ACTIONS BY CADAVER DOG’S:

Detective Sergeant Cox made arraignments with the City of Madison Police Department to have a 

cadaver dog respond to the scene to check the area for any possible unknown, unaccounted for 

persons.  Madison Police Officers Wade Gummin and Carren Corcoran arrived at the incident location 

and were allowed into the secure perimeter at approximately 6:30 pm.  

Both Officers conducted a K9 search of the scene and no persons were located.  Officer Corcoran and 

Officer Gummin will be completing reports reference their actions on scene and submitting them to the 

Sun Prairie Police Department.  Both Officers left the secure perimeter at approximately 8:05 pm.  
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Detective Michael Hartman/mh/hds    

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.22 MICHAEL HARTMAN 07/17/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Anderson, Todd, interviewed, identified verbally

Igl, Lee, interviewed, identified verbally

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 17, 2018 (Tuesday) at 8:00 am, I was working as a detective for the City of Sun Prairie Police 

Department, wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification. I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau.

CONTACT WITH TODD ANDERSON:

On July 17, 2018 at approximately 9:05 am, I made contact with an employee of the Sun Prairie 

Engineering Department verbally identified as Todd Anderson at Sun Prairie City Hall located at 300 E. 

Main St. in the City of Sun Prairie. I conducted my interview of Todd on the second floor of city hall in the 

Sun Prairie Engineering Department workroom. Only Todd and I were present for the interview.

I informed Todd that I wanted to speak with him reference meeting with the crew that was conducting 

underground boring in the area of Bristol St. and Main St. in the City of Sun Prairie. Todd stated that he 

was contacted sometime in the afternoon on Tuesday, July 10, 2018 by the head of the Sun Prairie 

Streets Department, later verbally identified as Lee Igl.

Lee told Todd that he was receiving a compliant about the subjects conducting underground boring in 

the City of Sun Prairie. Lee stated that the crew was currently in the area of Bristol St. and Main St. Lee 

had received complaints that the boring crew was chaining their boring machines to trees and 

damaging them. Todd explained that he believed the boring crew was using water during the boring 

process instead of boring lube, which meant there was more stress on the machine; therefore, they 

needed to anchor the equipment to trees.

Todd also explained that he believed the subjects on Bristol St . and Main St. were also the subjects that 

had cut up the colored concrete on W. Main St. earlier in the summer. Todd explained that the boring 

crews do not always fix the ground and concrete up to city standards.

Todd stated that after Lee contacted him about the damaged trees in Sun Prairie he asked the Sun 

Prairie Engineering Secretary to check to see if the boring crew had a permit on file. The secretary told 
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Todd she was unable to find a permit for the boring crew. Todd stated that he and Lee then decided to 

go and contact the boring crew on Bristol St. and Main St. to check their permits. Todd stated they 

talked with the boring crew in the parking lot behind The Barr House. Todd stated that there were four 

members of the boring crew present when he contacted them. Todd explained that the city had received 

a complaint about the crew damaging trees and they needed to check their city permit.

The crew was unable to locate their city permit. The crew began making phone calls in an attempt to 

locate their permit. The crew indicated they believed the permit was left in a different vehicle . The Sun 

Prairie Engineering Secretary contacted Todd via phone and informed him that she had just located the 

permit for the boring company. Todd stated that after the permit was located they left the crew and 

returned to the office.

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.23 MICHAEL HARTMAN 07/17/2018

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Anderson, Todd, interviewed, identified verbally

Igl, Lee, interviewed, identified verbally

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 17, 2018 (Tuesday) at 8:00 am, I was working as a detective for the City of Sun Prairie Police 

Department, wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification. I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau.

CONTACT WITH LEE IGL:

On July 17, 2018, I made contact with Lee Igl who is the head of the Sun Prairie Streets Department. I 

made contact with Lee at the Sun prairie Fire Department located at 135 N. Bristol St. in the City of Sun 

Prairie. I conducted my interview of Lee in the front office area at the above address with Lee and I 

being the only persons present for the interview.

Lee stated that he noticed that the boring crew in Sun Prairie appeared to be wrapping chains around 

trees belonging to the city in order to stabilize their equipment. Lee had also noticed that the crew was 

leaving messes behind and not cleaning up properly after boring was completed. Lee stated that the 

crew was also opening up more holes in the intersection of Main St. and Bristol St. and not properly 

repairing them of the damage done to the sidewalk.

Lee went to meet with Todd to discuss the issues he noticed with the boring crew. Lee stated that Todd 

tried to locate the permit for the boring crew but was unable to locate it. Lee and Todd decided to 

respond out to the boring crew’s location and check their permits. Lee and Todd made contact with the 
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crew in the parking lot behind The Barr House. There were four crew members present when they made 

contact. None of the crew members had the permit with them and the group began to make phone calls 

to locate the permit. Lee stated that the crew also became defensive when asked about the damage to 

trees in the city.

While talking to the group, Lee found it odd that the crew members were saying the job was for MCI 

Communications but their uniforms had a different company name on them. Lee stated that Todd 

received a phone call from the Sun Prairie Engineering Secretary that she had found the permit. After 

Todd confirmed that the crew had a permit, Lee and Todd ended their contact with the group. This 

contact was the only contact Lee had with the boring crew.

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.24 MICHAEL HARTMAN 07/17/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Donoghue, Daniel J., owner, verbally identified

Gustafson, Spencer, other, verbally identified

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 17, 2018 (Tuesday) at 8:00 AM, I was working as a Detective for the City of Sun Prairie Police 

Department wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification.  I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau.

CONTACT WITH DANIEL DONOGHUE:

On July 17, 2018, I made contact via phone with a male verbally identified as Daniel Donoghue 

( , date-of-birth ) with a phone number of .  Daniel is the owner of the 

business located as 107 N. Bristol Street in the City of Sun Prairie called the Chocolate Caper.  This 

business is located on the east side of N. Bristol Street, directly across the street from the Barr House.  

Daniel stated that the business has wireless security cameras that record to a hard drive in the back 

office of the business.  Daniel stated that there is a surveillance camera that points out the front door of 

the business at the side of the Barr House.  Daniel wanted police to know that his camera system may 

have caught video of the building explosion. 

Daniel provided me with verbal consent over the phone to enter his business and remove the hard drive 

system from the office.  Daniel also provided verbal consent for police to conduct an analysis of the hard 

drive to obtain any relevant video footage.  The video system is not password protected.  
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At approximately 2:05 PM, Officer Lukens, Detective Hall and I entered the Chocolate Caper located at 

107 N. Bristol Street.  I located the hard drive unit in the back office.  I took possession of the hard drive 

and power cable from the business.  The hard drive and power cable remained in my continuous and 

constant care.  Police exited and re-secured the business.

At approximately 3:20 PM on July 17th, 2018, I turned over custody of the hard drive and power cable to 

Spencer Gustafson from the Division of Criminal Investigation for analysis.  Spencer is a Digital 

Records Analyst for the Division of Criminal Investigation.

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/kg 

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.25 MICHAEL HARTMAN 07/26/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Jensen, James L., interviewed, identified verbally

Jensen, Calvin J., interviewed, identified verbally 

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 17th, 2018 (Tuesday) at 8:00 AM, I was working as a Detective for the City of Sun Prairie Police 

Department wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification.  I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau.

CONTACT WITH JET UNDERGROUND:

On July 17th, 2018, at approximately 3:45 PM, I made contact with a male verbally identified as James 

Jensen and his son verbally identified as Calvin Jensen in the front lobby of the Sun Prairie Police 

Department east side facility located at 300 E. Main Street.  Both Calvin and James agreed to speak 

with me in a conference room adjacent to the front lobby area.  James is the owner of Jet Underground 

LLC and C  runs one of the two underground boring crews.  Detective Smith was present for a 

portion of the interview.  

Both Calvin and James reside at ,  

.  Calvin provided his cellular phone number of .  James provided his cellular 

number of .  Jet Underground is currently in its fifth year of business.  Jet Underground 

does underground directional drilling.  Calvin learned how to perform underground drilling by working for 

 for approximately 10 years.  Jet Underground usually does work for Michael’s who is a 

subcontractor for Charter Communication.  

James learned through one of his suppliers that a newer company was looking for underground 
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directional drilling subcontractors.  James identified the newer company as Bear Communications and 

stated that he believes they have only been in business for approximately two years.  James contacted 

Bear Communications via e-mail from their website.  James stated in order to work for Bear, they had 

to provide references, be drug tested and wear identification while working.       

James stated that working in Sun Prairie was the first job they ever did for Bear Communications.  The 

job for Bear Communications was running fiber optic cable through parts of the City of Sun Prairie.  The 

job began near the intersection of W. Main Street running east bound along W. Main Street until the 

intersection with Bristol Street.  Once at Bristol Street, the cable would run north along Bristol Street until 

reaching Windsor Street.  Once reaching Windsor Street, the cable would run westbound until ending 

just short of the intersection of Broadway Drive.  While talking with Calvin and James about various 

location within the City of Sun Prairie, I retrieved a paper map of the City of Sun Prairie to aid in all 

parties understanding one another.

I asked James and Calvin to describe some of the steps they take when assigned a job by Bear 

communications.  When assigned a job, someone from Bear Communications sends them a satellite 

map showing the right-of-ways along with where the cable is supposed to be installed.  The maps 

usually have the company name of MCI on them.  After receiving the maps, James will also obtain 

satellite maps from Google.com in order to make notes and plan the best way to complete the job.  

James will typically be the person to contact Diggers Hotline for utility locating.  James will file tickets 

either over the phone or via an internet form.  When James contacts Diggers Hotline, he does not 

request the entire job be marked all at once. James calls the job into Diggers Hotline in segments as 

they complete more and more of the job.  James explained that once an area is marked, work must 

begin within ten days of the marking or it must be remarked.  James originally requested a segment of 

W. Main Street, including a 100-foot radius of the intersection with Bristol Street be marked on May 

22nd, 2018.       

Calvin recalled being in the area of Bristol Street and Main Street in late May or early June when an 

employee with USIC was marking the area for underground utilities.  Calvin was surveying the area prior 

to beginning any work and spoke with the USIC employee about how many utilities were in the area.  

Calvin spoke with James and they decided to start working near 136 N. Bristol Street, which is north of 

the Bristol Street and W. Main Street intersection.  Both Calvin and James discussed the intersection 

and the fact that based on the number of underground utilities they would need to cross, that they would 

need to hand dig numerous sight holes along with hiring subjects for traffic control while working in the 

roadway.  

Thus far, Jet Underground has completed the underground boring from in front of 136 N. Bristol Street 

northbound to Windsor Street and westbound from Bristol Street to the intersection with Bird Street.  

The company has not completed the boring under the intersection of Bird Street and Windsor Street.  

The section westbound from the intersection of Bird Street and Windsor Street to just before the 

intersection of Windsor Street and Broadway Drive is also complete.

James had intended to check the area of Bristol Street and W. Main Street on the weekend of July 8th 
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or July 9th so he could put a request into Bear communications for a higher bid to complete the 

intersection due to the complexity of the job.  James never made it to the intersection and did not take 

any photos of the intersection prior to the explosion.  James received a text message communication 

on July 10th, 2018 at approximately 9:33 AM from a subject he identified as “Carla” from Bear 

Communications indicating that the intersection of Bristol Street and Main Street had been assigned to 

a different boring company.  

James stated that Carla is a field representative for Bear Communications and has a cell phone 

number of .  James identified another Bear Communications supervisor as “Darrel” with 

a cellular phone number of .  Calvin indicated that Darrel is who he calls for information or 

permission to do certain things.  

On July 10th, 2018 after the explosion occurred, James got a phone call from Carla.  Carla requested 

the Digger Hotline ticket from James.  James told Carla that the job was over a month old and the ticket 

belonged to him.  James stated he did not feel comfortable turning the ticket over to Carla.  James also 

sent an e-mail communication to a subject he verbally identified as “Susan Parson” indicating that the 

ticket was opened on 05/29/2018 and expired on 06/11/2018.  James also stated that he did not give 

permission to copy the ticket.  

I asked James if he had any of the documents or e-mails from Bear Communications with him.  James 

stated he would be willing to provide the documents to police but everything was at his residence in 

.  James granted police permission to come to his residence to collect the documents.  

I also requested James and Calvin meet me on Bristol Street in front of the Fire Department to show me 

exactly where they began their drilling.  Calvin showed me the end of a cable sticking out of the ground 

as the starting point for their drilling on Bristol Street heading north.  The starting point was in the grass 

in front of 136 Bristol Street on the west side of the street.  

DOCUMENTS:

On July 17th, 2018, Detective Smith and I traveled to  and again met 

with James.  James provided me with various documents at approximately 6:25 PM while standing in 

front of the residence.  The documents included a copy of the e-mail sent to Bear Communications by 

James, the Diggers Hotline locate ticket for Bristol Street and Main Street on May 22nd, 2018, the 

satellite maps provided by Bear Communications and James’s own satellite images obtained from 

Goolge.com with his handwritten notes.  These documents remained in my continuous and constant 

care until being secured at the Sun Prairie Police Department east side facility.  

While speaking with James at his residence, he stated that while he was driving home with Calvin, a 

subject from Ohio claiming to be from an insurance company contacted Calvin via phone.  James 

stated he has only been speaking to police as he felt that was the right thing to do.

I transported all of the above documents to the Sun Prairie Police Department east side facility and 

secured them in temporary locker 78 at approximately 8:16 PM.  The key to temporary locker 78 was 

secured in my locked detective office at the Sun Prairie Police Department east side facility .  
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EVIDENCE:

On July 26th, 2018 (Thursday), I removed all of the above documents from temporary locker 78 and 

packaged all the items as evidence.  The e-mail communication between James and Bear 

Communications was packaged in a new, clean, unused clear plastic bag, which was sealed with red 

Sun Prairie evidence tape.  This item was issued barcode number 62411 and secured in locker number 

80.    

The Diggers Hotline ticket requested by James was packaged in a new, clean, unused clear plastic 

bag, which was sealed with red Sun Prairie evidence tape.  This item was issued barcode number 

62412 and secured in locker number 80.                            

The satellite maps sent to James by Bear Communications were packaged in a new, clean, unused 

clear plastic bag, which was sealed with red Sun Prairie evidence tape.  This item was issued barcode 

number 62413 and secured in locker number 80.

The notes and Google.com maps created by James were packaged in a new, clean, unused clear 

plastic bag, which was sealed with red Sun Prairie evidence tape.  This item was issued barcode 

number 62414 and secured in locker number 80.

The map used during the interview with James and Calvin was packaged in a new, clean, unused clear 

plastic bag, which was sealed with red Sun Prairie evidence tape.  This item was issued barcode 

number 62415 and secured in locker number 79.

I made copies of all of the documents turned over to me by James.  The copies are attached to this 

report.  

PHOTOGRAPHS:

I took digital photographs using my Sun Prairie Police Department supplied Apple IPhone of the map 

used during my interview with Calvin and James.  The photographs were then uploaded to the Sun 

Prairie Police Department Arbitrator photo management system under Sun Prairie Police Department 

case number SP1800012009.

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/kg  

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.26 MICHAEL HARTMAN 07/27/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Printed: 12/10/2018   1:55:20 PM Narrative Page 97 of 157 Incident Page 126 of 186



INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

Gustafson, Spencer, other, identified verbally

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 27TH, 2018 (Friday) at 8:00 AM, I was working as a detective for the City of Sun Prairie Police 

Department wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification.  I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau.

CHOCOLATE CAPER VIDEO SURVEILLANCE:

On July 17th, 2018, Spencer Gustafson, a digital recordings specialist for the Division of Criminal 

Investigation (DCI), returned the DVR and power cable belonging to the Chocolate Caper to me at the 

Sun Prairie Police Department east side facility.  Spencer also provided me with a USB flash drive that 

contained an analysis of all video surveillance available reference this incident.  I secured the DVR, 

power cable and USB flash drive in temporary locker 78 at the Sun Prairie Police Department east side 

facility.  The key to temporary locker 78 was secured in my locked Detective office.  

On July 27th, 2018, I reviewed the video obtained from the USB flash drive.  Spencer informed me that 

the time listed on the video appears to be correct.  Spencer also informed me that all of the videos end 

just prior to the explosion occurring.  He informed me that as the system is WIFI based, the system 

probably lost power when the explosion occurred and the system did not finish writing the information to 

the DVR.  I reviewed the video on the USB flash drive and confirmed no video of the explosion was 

captured.    

I packed the USB flash drive in a new, clean brown paper envelope and sealed it using red Sun Prairie 

Police Department evidence tape.  The USB drive was issued barcode number 62418 and secured in 

locker number 84 at the Sun Prairie Police Department east side facility.

I packed the DVR recorder and power cable in a new, clean, brown paper bag which I then sealed with 

red Sun Prairie Police Department evidence tape.  The DVR and power cable were issued barcode 

number 62419 and secured in locker 84 at the Sun Prairie Police Department east side facility.  The 

DVR is an OOSSXX brand DVR bearing serial number .

SUN PRAIRIE MUSEUM VIDEO SURVEILLANCE:

Spencer also conducted an analysis of the DVR from the Sun Prairie Museum located on E. Main 

Street in the City of Sun Prairie.  Spencer informed me that the DVR stopped recording sometime in 

2017 and therefore no relevant video was obtained.  On July 27th, 2018 (Friday), I returned the DVR 

from the Sun Prairie Museum to Matthew Tumpach of the Sun Prairie Information/Technology 

Department, as it contained nothing of evidentiary value.  

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/kg         
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SP1800012009.27 MICHAEL HARTMAN 07/19/2018

FIELD REPORT

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 19th, 2018 (Thursday) at 8:00 AM, I was working as a detective for the City of Sun Prairie 

Police Department wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification.  I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau.

ADDITIONAL ACTIONS ON SCENE:

Beginning July 18th, 2018 (Wednesday), once police had completed all of their on-scene investigation, 

except for collection of the gas pipe and boring equipment, various interested and involved parties were 

allowed to conduct an independent investigation of the scene.  The involved parties included, but were 

not limited to, various fire investigators assigned to insurance companies, companies involved with the 

boring, attorneys representing involved parties and engineers for various companies.  All persons who 

entered the secured perimeter were required to sign in and provide information as to which involved 

parties they represented.  All parties worked on scene under the supervision of law enforcement. 

As rain had occurred on some of the prior days, the sites excavated by police had a large amount of 

sediment in them.  Police wanted to ensure that independent investigators could view the holes the 

same way as police.  Sun Prairie Streets personnel were brought in to assist in vacuuming out the 

holes.  At approximately 9:55 AM, a vacuum truck for the City of Sun Prairie vacuumed additional 

sediment out of the hole where the damaged gas pipe was located at the intersection of Main Street 

and Bristol Street.  Law Enforcement stood by to ensure that no piping in the hole was disturbed.  

During the additional vacuuming of the hole, yellow plastic shavings were located by Detective Sergeant 

Cox in the hole.  At approximately 10:24 AM, I took custody of the plastic shavings and placed them in a 

new, clean, unused brown paper bag.  I secured the shavings in my unmarked detective vehicle.  At 

approximately 10:59 AM, I turned over custody of the shavings to Sun Prairie Police Department 

Evidence Officer Jason White.  Sun Prairie Police Department Evidence Officer Jason White also took 

digital photographs of the vacuuming and collection of shavings. 

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/kg                

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.28 MICHAEL HARTMAN 07/23/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

W , C   other, identified through previous professional contacts
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INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 23, 2018 (Monday) at 8:00 am, I was working as a detective for the City of Sun Prairie Police 

Department, wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification. I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau.

PHOTOGRAPHS FROM C  W :

On July 18, 2018 (Wednesday), a male identified through previous professional contacts as C  

W  sent me a text message on my Sun Prairie Police Department issued Apple iPhone containing 

several digital photographs taken by  after the explosion. C  is the  

. The images appear to be Sun Prairie Firefighters 

looking through the debris on N. Bristol St. immediately after the explosion.

On July 23, 2018 (Monday), I uploaded the images sent to me by Charles to the Sun Prairie Police 

Department Arbitrator photo management system under Sun Prairie Police Department case number 

SP1800012009.

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.29 MICHAEL HARTMAN 07/27/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Kallies, Tobin M., other, identified verbally

Ignatius, Mitchell A., other, identified verbally

Waldschmidt, Travis M., other, identified verbally

Bohling, Johnathon B., other, identified verbally

Kalinowski, Donald J., other, identified verbally  

  other, identified verbally

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On July 20TH, 2018 (Friday) at 8:00 AM, I was working as a detective for the City of Sun Prairie Police 

Department wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification.  I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau.

EVIDENCE COLLECTION ON SCENE:

Police assisted various agencies including WE Energies, Wisconsin Utility Exposure INC., and the Sun 

Prairie Streets Department with collecting the damaged gas piping along with the boring rod head and 
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boring rod pullback device.  Police requested the assistance from the above groups to effectively 

collect the needed evidence with the least amount of damage to the surrounding areas.  Sun Prairie 

Police Department Evidence Officer captured the collection process on video.

At approximately 9:42 AM, two members of Wisconsin Utility Exposure, verbally identified as Tobin 

Kallies and Mitchell Ignatius, used a vacuum truck and water to make room in the hole that was cut at 

Main Street and Bristol Street, to cut and remove the gas line.  They completed the process at 

approximately 9:55 AM.  

Prior to the pipe being cut, Detective Sergeant Cox entered the hole to zip tie the locating wire in its 

position on the gas pipe.  At approximately 10:01 AM, a crew member from WE Energies, verbally 

identified as Travis Waldschmidt, entered the hole to cut the pipe in three different locations.  At 

approximately 10:03 AM, Travis first cut the 2 inch (in diameter) pipe on the east side of the damaged 

section.  At approximately 10:06 AM, Travis then cut the northern 4 inch (in diameter) section of the 

t-intersection.   At approximately 10:08 AM, Travis cut the southern 4 inch (in diameter) section of the t- 

intersection.  Travis exited the hole and Detective Sergeant Cox entered the hole.  At approximately 

10:11 AM, Detective Sergeant Cox removed the cut gas pipe from the hole and turned it over to 

Detective Smith.  

Detective Smith placed the T intersection of gas pipe on a piece of plywood and fastened the pipe to 

the board using zip ties.  Various persons were allowed to take photographs of the piping.  At 

approximately 10:48 AM, Detective Smith and I used a City of Sun Prairie pickup truck to transport the 

piping to the Sun Prairie Police Department offsite storage facility.  At approximately 10:59 AM, the 

piping was secured in cage two at the Sun Prairie Police Department offsite storage facility . 

At approximately 10:30 AM, Travis re-entered the hole and sealed the 2 inch (in diameter) pipe.  At 

approximately 10:31 AM, Travis sealed the northern 4 inch (in diameter) pipe.  At approximately 10:30 

AM, Travis sealed the southern 4 inch (in diameter) pipe.  

At approximately 10:35 AM, a member of the City of Sun Prairie Waste Water Department, verbally 

identified as Donald Kalinowski, entered the hole and discounted the clevis that attached the bore 

rod-pulling device to the bore rod head.  Donald also cut the fiber optic cable that was sticking out of the 

pulling device to the south.  At approximately 10:41 AM, the bore rod-pulling device was removed from 

the hole by Detective Sergeant Cox and turned over to Detective Smith.  Detective Smith wrapped the 

pulling device in a new, clean, unused blue tarp.  

Detective Smith and Detective Sergeant Cox wore new, clean, unused medical gloves on their hands 

while handling all pieces of evidence.  The process of removing the gas piping and bore rod pulling 

device was video recorded by Sun Prairie Police Department Evidence Officer Jason White .  

Detective Sergeant Cox, Detective Smith and the boring company operator, verbally identified as 

  assisted in the collection of the bore rod head with transmitter.  In order to remove the 

bore rod head with transmitter, the bore rod was pushed forward several feet with the hole by   

 used his boring machine to push the rod forward and rotate the rod to access the necessary 
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removal hardware.  

The process to remove the bore rod head with transmitter began at approximately 2:17 PM.  The bore 

rod head with transmitter was removed from the hole at approximately 3:03 PM by Detective Smith and 

Detective Sergeant Cox.  At approximately 3:15 PM, I transported the bore rod head with transmitter 

and pulling device to the Sun Prairie Police Department offsite facility using a City of Sun Prairie pickup 

truck.

The bore rod head with transmitter and pulling device were placed on a piece of new, clean, unused 

brown paper in cage 3 at the Sun Prairie Police Department offsite storage facility.  At approximately 

3:26 PM, the gas piping was moved from cage 2 to cage 3 at the Sun Prairie Police Department offsite 

storage facility.  

The damage to the gas piping was covered with new, clean, unused brown paper and sealed with red 

Sun Prairie Police Department evidence tape.  The gas piping was issued barcode number 62349.  

The metal mesh pulling device was issued barcode number 62348.  The bore head with transmitter was 

issued barcode number 62347.  All of the above listed items were secured in cage 3 at the Sun Prairie 

Police Department offsite storage facility.  

CONTACT WITH JOHNATHON BOHLING:

Johnathon in a supervisor for WE Energies and was the supervisor on scene assisting police in the 

process to cut and remove the gas piping from the ground.  I asked Johnathon if once the pipe was 

breached, if the pressure from the gas inside could change the shape of the breach or make it larger.  

Johnathon stated that gas coming out of the breach would not change or effect the size of the hole .  I 

clarified with Johnathon that the pressure of the gas coming out of the breach would not change the size 

or shape of the hole and he responded by saying “not at all.”  

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/kg   

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  EVIDENCE Officer:  VEDVIK, NICOLE

SP1800012009.30 NICOLE VEDVIK 07/31/18

SEARCH WARRANT AND RETURN OF OFFICER:

On Thursday, July 26, 2018, I received an email via my city-issued email account from Detective David 

Hall requesting my assistance in filing a search warrant with the Dane County Clerk of Courts. He 

placed the Complaint for Search Warrant, Search Warrant, Motion/Order to Seal and Return of Officer 

reference case SP1800012009 in temporary locker 72 of our east precinct (300 East Main Street, Sun 

Prairie, WI, County of Dane). 

On Friday, July 27, 2018 at approximately 12:15 p.m., I retrieved the original search warrant documents 

from temporary locker 72. I made one copy of the documents and transported both the original and copy 

to the Dane County Clerk of Courts, 215 S. Hamilton St., Madison WI 53703. While at the Dane County 
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Clerk of Courts, they retained the copy of the search warrant documents for filing purposes. They 

stamped the original and copy as “Filed Jul 27 2018 Dane County Circuit Court” and case number 

2018SW152 was handwritten at the top of the documents by Clerk of Courts staff . 

Upon my return to the Sun Prairie Police Department east side facility on July 27, 2018, I placed the 

original documents in temporary locker 80 at our east precinct and made a property entry in the Global 

Records Management system. I retained the key to the locker in my secure office over the weekend. On 

Monday, July 30, 2018 at approximately 1:00 p.m., I removed the documents from temporary locker 80. I 

packaged the original search warrant documents in a large manila envelope to which I applied Barcode 

62452; I sealed the envelope with evidence tape and marked the tape with my initials and the date. At 

that time, I transported the packaged documents to our west precinct (2598 W. Main St., Sun Prairie) 

and at approximately 1:43 p.m. placed the property on shelf W3 of the secured evidence room. The 

proper movements were done in the Global Records Management System reflecting the property entry 

and movement.

A copy of the search warrant documents is attached to this case report . 

COURT OFFICER NICOLE VEDVIK/nv

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HALL, DAVID

SP1800012009.31 DAVID HALL 7/20/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Other Agency

Wisconsin Department of Justice – Division of Criminal Investigation

Other Officer

Colleen Koerner (DOJ – DCI)

PROPERTY OWNERS AND TENANTS:

On 7/11/2018 (Wednesday), Sun Prairie Police Officer Barb Waldinger, Detective Mike Hartman and I 

all contacted the property owners and renters (residential) to account for everyone effected by the 

explosion and subsequent fires.

We compiled names and contact information, and provided the data to the Wisconsin Department of 

Justice – Division of Criminal Investigation – Wisconsin Statewide Intelligence Center. The data was 

placed into spreadsheets, completed by an intern named Colleen Koerner.

The spreadsheets have been attached to this report for information.
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All residents and property owners associated with the properties in the 100 block of West Main Street 

that had property destroyed were contacted. There were no unaccounted for persons.

Sun Prairie Officer Waldinger and Detective Hartman will not be completing a report reference these 

actions. All three of us made phone calls to property owners after identifying them through Access Dane 

or Sun Prairie Assessor’s Office (website). The property owners supplied rent rolls and/or contact 

information for renters. All property owners verified contact with their tenants after the explosion and 

fires.

End of report.

David Hall/dh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HALL, DAVID

SP1800012009.32 DAVID HALL 7/12/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Interviewed

Chief Christopher Garrison (Sun Prairie Fire Department)

Other Agency

Sun Prairie Fire Department

INTERVIEW WITH CHIEF GARRISON:

On 7/12/2018 (Thursday), I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department - Detective Bureau as a 

detective for the City of Sun Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin. I was wearing plain clothes and had a 

badge affixed on my duty belt next to my firearm.

At approximately 9:40 a.m., Detective Scott Bartnick and I met with Fire Chief Christopher Garrison at 

the Sun Prairie Fire Department, located at 135 North Bristol Street in the City of Sun Prairie. Chief 

Garrison agreed to an interview. The interview took place in Chief Garrison’s office. The three of us 

were the only ones present. The office door was closed.

I know Chief Garrison from professional contacts.

Chief Garrison was awake for more than 30 hours and had only four hours of sleep prior to our 

interview. Chief Garrison had some difficulties recalling all the details of what occurred after the 

explosion due to the gravity of the situation and lack of sleep.

I used a map as an aid in the interview with Chief Garrison. The map had a satellite view of the area 
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where the explosion took place. The map was attached as a document for future reference.

Chief Garrison was at his personal residence listening to the fire call (gas leak) when it was originally 

paged. He routinely listens to the calls for service and subsequent fire department radio transmissions. 

He wants to ensure there is sufficient staffing after 6:00 p.m. to respond to fire related calls for service.

Chief Garrison said gas odor calls for service are common, and in 99 out of 100 calls there are no 

problems (i.e. explosions).

Chief Garrison heard Sun Prairie Fire Fighter Ryan Welch on the fire radio while monitoring the call for 

service from home. Chief Garrison could tell Ryan’s voice was different from normal (sounded 

concerned). In addition, Chief Garrison heard We Energies was estimating a time of arrival in 30 

minutes.

Chief Garrison made the decision to respond to the scene. He estimated being on scene 10 to 15 

minutes before the explosion took place.

Chief Garrison parked his squad (Command Squad) near where Assistant Fire Chief Arnold Kleven 

was parked, North Bristol Street at Angell Street. Assistant Fire Chief Kleven was operating Command 

Squad 2. The command vehicles were parked approximately one block north of the intersection of 

Bristol Street and Main Street.

Assistant Fire Chief Kleven remained scene commander and stayed at the command squad. Chief 

Garrison recalled Assistant Chief Kleven requesting weather information (wind direction and speed).

Chief Garrison was assigned to scene safety. Chief Garrison worked with fire fighters on evacuating 

businesses and residences in the area of the gas leak. Chief Garrison said Cory Barr, Greg Pavlik 

(engineer), Ryan Welch, Mark Stevens, Austin Lloyd and possibly one other fire fighter were on scene.

The fire fighters arrived on scene in Engine 3, which was parked on East Main Street, east of the 

intersection of Bristol Street. Engine 3 was the only “rig” on scene at the time of the explosion.

Chief Garrison could smell gas immediately upon his arrival at the scene. He prepared to expand the 

area of evacuation due to the gas leak. Chief Garrison was concerned about the gas leak location due 

to the populated area where the leak was located.

Chief Garrison could hear the gas leak and located it on West Main Street in front of Glass Nickel Pizza , 

101 West Main Street. Chief Garrison approached the gas leak at the intersection. Chief Garrison did 

not want to be overcome by the strong gas odor so he moved farther away from it.

Chief Garrison requested an “all call” fire response. He wanted additional fire fighters to respond to the 

scene to assist in the evacuation. There were a significant amount of people in the area.

Chief Garrison observed five or six construction workers near the gas leak. Chief Garrison instructed 
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the workers to move back toward the command vehicles (north near Bristol Street and Angell Street).

Chief Garrison helped evacuate businesses, direct pedestrians out of the area and spoke with other 

first responders on scene.

Chief Garrison spoke with Sergeant Ray Thomson from the Sun Prairie Police Department about 

turning power off in the area of the gas leak. Chief Garrison thought that Glass Nickel Pizza would be 

the building to explode based on his observations of the gas leak.

Chief Garrison left North Bristol Street (just north of the intersection) to speak with a Sun Prairie Utilities 

employee. Sun Prairie Utilities is located at 125 West Main Street, a short distance west of the gas 

leak.

Chief Garrison last observed Sergeant Thomson, Ryan Welch and Cory Barr near the center of North 

Bristol Street just north of the intersection. Greg Pavlik was near the center of the intersection where 

Chief Garrison observed the gas leak.

Chief Garrison walked south on North Bristol Street and started walking west on West Main Street when 

he observed a Sun Prairie Utilities worker outside. The utility worker was walking on West Main Street 

in the area of 113 West Main Street. Chief Garrison saw a pedestrian, a previously evacuated resident, 

walking east on West Main Street toward 100 West Main Street (Barr House). The resident wanted to 

get a pet out of his apartment.

Chief Garrison escorted the resident west. Chief Garrison was standing with the unknown resident at 

the corner of 110 West Main Street when Barr House exploded. Chief Garrison saw a fireball shoot 

across the street from the Barr House toward Glass Nickel Pizza at the time of the explosion.

Chief Garrison did not know where Mark Stevens was at the time of the explosion.

Chief Garrison knew he went toward North Bristol Street in the area he last observed Ryan Welch and 

Cory Barr. Chief Garrison thought he ran north of the building (100 to 112 West Main Street). Ryan 

Welch was found somewhere in the middle of North Bristol Street at the north side of the intersection 

with Main Street. Ryan was the first fire fighter found.

Chief Garrison tried speaking with Ryan on Angell Street at North Bristol Street . Ryan was unable to 

answer questions, but was conscious. Chief Garrison wanted an ambulance for Ryan.

Chief Garrison had difficulty recalling all of his actions after the explosion . At some point, he 

remembered returning to the command vehicles. He requested an ambulance and MABIS (mutual aid) 

and looking through the rubble.

Chief Garrison saw Assistant Chief Kleven go toward the debris south of the command vehicle after the 

explosion. Chief Garrison instructed Assistant Chief Kleven to return to his command vehicle .
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Chief Garrison remembered sending fire personnel to evacuate the assisted living facility on South 

Bristol Street, approximately one block south of the explosion.

Detective Bartnick and I provided Chief Garrison with business cards. I asked Chief Garrison to let us 

know if he recalled any other details of the events. Chief Garrison said he would be available for contact 

in the future if we had additional questions.

End of report.

David Hall/dh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HALL, DAVID

SP1800012009.33 DAVID HALL 7/18/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Interviewed

Assistant Fire Chief Arnold Kleven

Other Agency

Sun Prairie Fire Department

INTERVIEW WITH ASSISTANT CHIEF KLEVEN:

On 7/12/2018 (Thursday), I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department - Detective Bureau as a 

detective for the City of Sun Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin. I was wearing plain clothes and had a 

badge affixed on my duty belt next to my firearm.

At approximately 2:10 p.m., Detective Scott Bartnick and I met with Assistant Fire Chief Arnold Kleven 

at the Sun Prairie Fire Department, located at 135 North Bristol Street in the City of Sun Prairie. 

Assistant Fire Chief Kleven agreed to an interview. The interview took place in a conference room on 

the upper floor of the fire department. The three of us were the only ones present.

I know Assistant Chief Kleven from professional contacts. Assistant Chief Kleven has 45 years of 

service with the Sun Prairie Fire Department.

Assistant Chief Kleven was preparing for dinner with the duty crew for the shift from 6:00 p.m. 

(7/10/2018) to 6:00 a.m. (7/11/2018) when the gas leak call for service came in.

Assistant Chief Kleven identified the other duty crew fire fighters as Ryan Welch , Greg Pavlik, Kenny 

Kim and Mark Stevens.

Assistant Chief Kleven responded to the gas leak in the command squad (Command 2). He parked the 

squad on North Bristol Street at Angell Street to stop southbound traffic from entering the area of the 
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gas leak. The others responded in Engine 3. Greg Pavlik was the Engine 3 operator.

Assistant Chief Kleven assumed scene command. The squad he was operating is a Chevrolet Tahoe. 

The tailgate raises and command is assumed from the outside of the squad with the tailgate overhead. 

There are two radios that he controls at the back of his squad.

Assistant Chief Kleven said Engine 3 was parked on East Main Street at Bristol Street.

Assistant Chief Kleven smelled some gas from his location. He did not see or hear the gas leak.

Assistant Chief Kleven received information that We Energies provided a 30 minute estimated time of 

arrival.

Assistant Chief Kleven said Tuesday nights are busy, especially at Barr House. Evacuation of the area 

near the gas leak started immediately. There were “gawkers” standing in the parking lots to the north of 

the gas leak. Those pedestrians were instructed to leave the area.

The fire fighters were using gas meters to relay information on the gas percentages as they checked the 

air near the gas leak and the surrounding buildings. Assistant Chief Kleven received information by 

radio, but did not have any of the information documented. He was unable to locate a notebook. 

Furthermore, he was operating two different radios at the back end of the Command 2. He said scene 

command was hectic.

Assistant Chief Kleven requested weather information to aid their evacuation efforts and know where 

the gas might travel. He recalled the wind direction was coming from the east/southeast. He did not 

recall the wind speed, but the information was provided to him. The wind was blowing the gas in the 

general direction of Assistant Chief Kleven.

Assistant Chief Kleven estimated that Fire Chief Christopher Garrison arrived on scene approximately 

five minutes after him. Chief Garrison parked near Assistant Chief Kleven. Chief Garrison assisted with 

the evacuation of residents, business patrons and pedestrians. Assistant Chief Kleven maintained 

scene command from Command 2.

Assistant Chief Kleven said Cory Barr responded to Command 2 (squad) in his personal vehicle. Cory 

was told evacuation and gas analysis was being performed by their fire department. Cory put his turn 

out gear on and responded to the scene to assist in his professional duty as a fire fighter for the Sun 

Prairie Fire Department.

Assistant Chief Kleven said Cory walked from the fire department, passing Command 2, and met with 

others at the scene of the gas leak.

Assistant Chief Kleven observed Cory and two other firefighters enter Barr House (100 West Main 

Street). Assistant Chief Kleven had his back turned to the intersection of Bristol Street and Main Street 

when the explosion occurred. He turned around after hearing the explosion.
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Assistant Chief Kleven did not know where Cory or the other two firefighters were when the building 

exploded. He told Chief Garrison that three firefighters might be in the building.

Assistant Chief Kleven estimated being on scene 30 minutes prior to the explosion.

Assistant Chief Kleven talked about observing three fire fighters entering Barr House prior to the 

explosion, but was uncertain if any were in the building at the time of the explosion.

Assistant Chief Kleven believed Greg Pavlik was near Engine 3 at the time of the explosion because he 

usually stays with the truck.

The only Sun Prairie Police Officer that Assistant Chief Kleven observed at the scene was Sergeant 

Ray Thomson. Sergeant Thomson was walking south on North Bristol Street prior to the explosion . 

Assistant Chief Kleven did not know where Sergeant Thomson was when the building exploded .

Assistant Chief Kleven was comfortable with the fact that the businesses near Bristol Street and Main 

Street were clear based on the radio communications. He said there was an “all clear” for Barr House, 

the professional building and Glass Nickel Pizza.

Assistant Chief Kleven did not know what the gas percentages were in different locations ; however, he 

knew the firefighters were receiving “high readings” for gas percentages during their investigation and 

evacuation. He believed Mark Stevens and Ryan Welch had the gas meters and were relaying their 

findings.

Assistant Chief Kleven did not go to the scene before or after the explosion (intersection / Barr House); 

he remained with Command 2 at North Bristol Street and Angell Street.

Assistant Chief Kleven said debris fell near Command 2 but the tailgate covered / protected him.

Assistant Chief Kleven observed Barr House and Glass Nickel Pizza on fire after the explosion.

Command 2 (fire squad) does not have video surveillance.

The fire fighters broke up into two person teams to perform the evacuation and gas assessment.

Assistant Chief Kleven did not have any additional information to provide. He provided contact 

information if follow up was needed. Detective Bartnick and I provided business cards and told him to 

contact us if he had any other information to provide.

End of report.

David Hall/dh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HALL, DAVID
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SP1800012009.34 DAVID HALL 7/20/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Business

USIC

Hurley Burish, S.C. Attorneys

Squire Patton Boggs (US) LLP

Attorney

Steve Hurley, letterhead from attorney’s office

Traci Martinez, verbal and business card

Other

Jeremy Fischer (USIC), verbal

Leo Holzinger (USIC), verbal

Julie Kirkpatrick (USIC), verbal

Amanda Morauske, known

Gordon Morauske, known

Mentioned

Brian Driessen (USIC), mentioned by Jeremy and Leo

Interviewed

  (USIC), verbal and WI DOT photograph

USIC:

During the weeks of 7/09/2018 and 7/16/2018, I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department - 

Detective Bureau as a detective for the City of Sun Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin. I was wearing 

plain clothes and had a badge affixed on my duty belt next to my firearm.

Special Agent / Deputy Fire Marshal Ryan Windorff from the Department of Justice – Division of 

Criminal Investigation (DOJ-DCI) told me USIC is the company that locates utilities and marks them in 

the city of Sun Prairie (Dane County, Wisconsin). Special Agent Windorff received this information from 

We Energies.

I was assigned to follow up with USIC to identify the employee that located and marked the utilities in 

the area of Bristol Street and Main Street. 

ATTEMPTS TO IDENTIFY USIC LOCATOR:

  from VC Tech provided written consent to search  cellular phone on 7/13/2018 
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(Friday). I searched the data in  phone and identified two saved contacts associated with USIC:

“Mike Usic” at 

“Jeremy Usic” at 

On 7/14/2018 (Saturday), I called Mike from USIC (  phone contact) at approximately 8:30 

a.m. There was no answer. The voice message system indicated the phone belonged to Mike 

Richardson. I observed a text message Mike sent to  on 7/10/2018 at 2:09 p.m. The message 

was an email address,  I 

did not leave a voice message.

I called Jeremy from USIC (  phone contact) at approximately 8:35 a.m. There was no 

answer. Jeremy had a generic voice mailbox. I did not leave a message. I sent Jeremy a text message 

at the same phone number, asking him to call me (8:37 a.m.).

I queried USIC through Google and learned there was an office for USIC located at 2803 Capitol Drive 

#4 in the City of Sun Prairie. There was a phone number of 608-834-6363 for the business. I called the 

business at 8:39 a.m., but there was no answer.

At approximately 8:45 a.m., I drove to the USIC office on Capitol Drive in the City of Sun Prairie. The 

building did not appear to be staffed. I knocked on the door and there was no answer. There were 

windows for USIC facing the parking lot. I did not see anyone inside.

At approximately 9:04 a.m., I received a phone call from  (Jeremy – USIC). The caller 

verbally identified himself as Jeremy Fischer. I asked Jeremy if he painted the utility markings near or at 

the intersection of Bristol Street and Main Street. He said, “I have no comments on that.” Jeremy said I 

needed to talk with his supervisors. Jeremy was not at liberty to speak with me unless directed by USIC 

administration. Jeremy provided the corporate office address for USIC as W222N615 Cheaney Drive, 

Suite B in Waukesha, Wisconsin 53186. Jeremy directed me to contact the District/Regional Manager 

for USIC, Brian Driessen at .

At approximately 9:11 a.m., I called USIC District/Regional Manager Brian Driessen at , 

as provided by Jeremy Fischer (USIC employee). Brian did not answer, but the voice mailbox was for 

Brian Driessen at USIC. I did not leave a voice message, but I sent a text message, requesting a call 

back (9:12 a.m.).

I had a previous investigation where I identified the owners of the building where USIC is located, 2803 

Capitol Drive. I believed the owners were Gordon and Joseph Morauske. Gordon is the father to 

Joseph. I had prior professional contacts with both. I went to Joseph’s residence to identify contact 

information for USIC. Joseph lives at . I arrived at his residence at 

approximately 9:15 a.m. Joseph was not home, but I spoke with Joseph’s wife, Amanda Morauske. I 

know Amanda from professional contacts, as well.

Amanda used her cellular phone to call Gordon Morauske, her father-in-law. Gordon said he owns 2803 
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Capitol Drive but has no other involvement with USIC. Gordon had a contact for USIC named Leo. 

Leo’s phone number is .

I called Leo at  at approximately 9:23 a.m. The phone call was very brief because it went 

to voicemail almost immediately. I called back at 9:25 a.m. and Leo answered his phone. I verbally 

identified Leo Holzinger. Leo said his main office is in Waukesha, but he is based out of the satellite 

office located in Sun Prairie. Leo talked about being responsible for several counties, but not the City of 

Sun Prairie. Leo directed me to Brian Driessen, a regional manager for USIC. Leo said he has no idea 

what happened in Sun Prairie and is “oblivious” to anything associated to work by USIC in Sun Prairie.

At 10:48 a.m. on 7/16/2018 (Monday), I called Brian Driessen at . He did not answer. I left 

him a voice message identifying who I was, and requested a call back. I provided my contact 

information in the voice message.

ANONYMOUS INFORMATION – IDENTITY OF LOCATOR:

On 7/16/2018 (Monday), I received anonymous information  

 

 

 

ATTEMPTED CONTACT WITH  

At approximately 10:00 a.m. on 7/16/2018 (Monday), Detective Mike Hartman and I went to  

. There were no USIC vehicles parked in  driveway. There were two vehicles 

outside, but those vehicles appeared to be abandoned/non-operational vehicles parked on the side of 

 property. There were dogs inside and one outside the residence. I knocked on the door to the 

garage (only available door without entering a fenced area or other curtilage). There was no answer.

Detective Hartman and I spoke with  neighbor, who advised  lives with   The 

neighbor did not have contact information for  however, she knew that a red truck left  

residence a short time prior to our arrival. She provided directions to  other , , who 

lived down the road.

Detective Hartman and I went to  (  residence as described by the neighbor,  

. There was no answer at the residence. There were no vehicles outside either.

USIC – CAPITOL DRIVE IN SUN PRAIRIE:
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At approximately 11:00 a.m. on 7/16/2018 (Monday), Detective Mike Hartman and I went to USIC, 

located at 2803 Capitol Drive, #4 in Sun Prairie. We knocked on the door to USIC and were allowed to 

enter by an employee (building was secured). I identified the employee as Julie Kirkpatrick.

Julie allowed us into the building and briefly spoke with us in an office . We identified ourselves and I 

showed Julie my wallet badge and identification card.

Julie is the Director of Field – Human Resources for USIC. Julie provided the corporate office address 

for USIC, 9045 North River Road, Suite 300, in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Julie works from home, which is in . Her phone number is . Julie said she was 

planning on being in Sun Prairie until Wednesday (7/18/2018).

I asked Julie if  (   was working. She said  was not and asked why I wanted to 

speak with  I told her it was because we had information  marked the utilities where the 

explosion occurred. Julie exited the room for a moment and returned with a piece of paper that had two 

names and phone numbers on it. The names were Traci Martinez ( ) and Monta Bolles 

( ).

Julie advised that I needed to contact Traci and Monta for further information . Julie refused to provide 

information, advising they have an attorney representing them.

I learned from other investigators that they were having a hard time getting into contact with the people 

Julie identified as points of contact because one or the other were always on an airplane.

Julie downplayed her position as Director of Field – Human Resources.

I asked Julie to have  call me. I provided my business card to Julie so she could pass along my 

contact information. Julie said  already has legal representation so  would not be talking to 

me. I told Julie that I needed  to contact me and tell me self that  does not want to talk. Julie 

accepted my request and we ended our contact with her. (  never called or attempted 

contacting me/SNPD).

CONTACT WITH  

At approximately 4:00 p.m. on 7/16/2018 (Monday), Detective Hartman and I returned to  

residence on . I conducted a query on  through  a law enforcement 

resource, prior to responding to  residence. I located a possible phone number of 

.

Detective Hartman and I encountered similar difficulties at the residence in regards to knocking on the 

front door (dog in fenced area). I knocked on the garage door again. There was no answer.

At approximately 4:07 p.m., I called . An adult  answered the phone. I asked for  
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( ). The  said I had the wrong number. I asked for  and the  said I had the 

wrong number. I identified myself and told  I was outside  residence. I asked  to exit. The 

 responded that  was going to exit the residence.

Minutes later, a  that I recognized from a Wisconsin DOT photograph as   exited the 

residence. I verbally identified   provided a phone number of . I showed 

 my wallet badge and photo identification.

I asked  if  marked the utilities at the intersection of Bristol Street and Main Street in Sun 

Prairie.  refused to answer the question.  said in words to the effect, “I  

”  handed me a business card for a Traci L. Martinez at Squire Patton Boggs, LLP. 

 said Traci is  attorney.

I documented the information from Traci’s business card. Squire Patton Boggs, LLP is located at 2000 

Huntington Center, 41 South High Street in Columbus, Ohio 43215. The phone numbers listed on the 

business card were - -  (T) and - -  (O). Traci’s email address was 

.

 said  was told not to speak with law enforcement, and  did not have to answer the door if 

we showed up at  residence. I thanked  for coming out and speaking with us.  was 

polite and respectful during our contact.

I asked  when  was returning to work.  said  was drug tested for work (USIC) and 

was expecting the drug test results on 7/17/2018 (Tuesday).  was scheduled to go into work on 

7/17/2018 for a meeting reference those results.

I told  we wanted to speak with  if  and  attorney were willing to speak with us in the near 

future. I explained that we wanted to know what the standard practices and policies for USIC are related 

to marking utilities. I said we would like to know the results of the drug test, as well.

I provided my business card to  I asked  to communicate with me if I had to call  or 

stop at  residence in the future.  said  would.

 shook our hands and we ended our contact. I did not observe any signs that  was under 

the influence of alcohol or drugs during our contact.

FOLLOW UP WITH USIC:

I called Traci Martinez (USIC Attorney) on 7/17/2018 (Tuesday) at approximately 8:35 a.m. I left Traci a 

voice message at . I called , which is the main number for Traci’s law firm. I 

asked to speak with Traci and I was sent to the same voice mailbox I called prior to calling the main 

office number. I did not leave a second voice message.

I called  at 8:38 a.m. I told the receptionist that I did not want to be sent to Traci ’s voice 
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mailbox and explained we (law enforcement) were having difficulty communicating with her. The 

receptionist said Traci’s administrative assistant is Tammy Fravel, but Tammy did not answer either. 

The receptionist wrote down my contact information, and was going to have a call returned to me.

At 8:41 a.m., I called Monta Bolles at . There was no answer, so I left a voice message for 

Monta.

At 8:43 a.m., I called Julie Kirkpatrick at . The phone call went directly to voicemail. I did 

not leave a message.

I never received a phone call back from anyone at USIC, prior to returning to the USIC satellite office in 

Sun Prairie.

At approximately 10:00 a.m. on 7/17/2018 (Tuesday), Detective Frank Smith and I went to 2803 Capitol 

Drive in the City of Sun Prairie. There is a small parking lot at the front of the building where USIC is 

located. There are driveways on both sides of the building and additional parking in the back. There 

were USIC marked trucks and civilian vehicles parked on the backside of the building. I observed Julie 

Kirkpatrick, Director of Field – Human Resources standing near a civilian car on the backside of the 

building.

The windows on my squad were open, as I did not anticipate stopping in the back. Julie saw me and 

told whomever she was speaking to that she had to go. I parked my squad and contacted Julie. Julie 

was facing away from me, attempting to make a phone call. I stood several feet away from her and 

waited for Julie to finish her phone call.

Julie finished her phone call and turned toward Detective Smith and me.

I asked Julie for contact information for someone at corporate headquarters. Julie said she is a 

corporate employee. Julie continued telling me that USIC has an attorney and encouraged me to 

contact Traci Martinez or Monta Bolles.

I tried explaining that no one from USIC was returning my phone calls. Julie continually talked over me, 

explaining they have an attorney. I asked her to listen to me numerous times; this upset Julie. Julie 

threatened to walk away if I asked her to listen “one more time.” I told Julie to stop being disrespectful by 

talking over me and I would stop asking her to listen. Julie stopped interrupting me.

Julie refused to provide any other contact information for someone in the corporate office . She said I 

had her contact information and she is from corporate. I explained that the day prior she downplayed her 

role and made me believe her role in the corporate office for USIC was more minimal .

Julie said any information I wanted would be provided pursuant to a subpoena. She said USIC just 

received a subpoena on 7/16/2018 (Monday).

Julie said the subpoenaed records would likely be ready by 7/18/2018 (Wednesday) at the end of the 
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day. She said Monta Bolles is working on the sought records. I asked for her contact information. Julie 

said she already gave it to me, yesterday. I asked for an email address for Monta. Julie said in words to 

the effect, “I can’t give that to you.”

I told Julie no one is returning my phone calls and that email is a standard form of communication. As I 

completed my sentence, Julie said Monta’s email address is  

Julie was terse during both of my contacts with her. She made a comment during my contact with her on 

7/17/2018 that I already talked to  at  residence on 7/16/2018, insinuating I have all that I 

need.

I told Julie that if people from USIC do not return my calls, I will keep coming to their office for assistance 

or contacting  to obtain the information we needed. Other investigators assigned to this 

investigation had difficulty in obtaining responses from USIC in a timely manner , as well.

I ended my contact with Julie and walked back to the squad.

At 10:39 a.m. on 7/17/2018 (Wednesday), I received a phone call from Traci Martinez at . 

The phone conversation was 22 minutes in duration.

Traci told me to contact Jet and Bear Communications because she received information that the 

directional boring/drilling was too dangerous in the area where the gas line was struck. Traci knew there 

was written communication between Jet and Bear Communications. She encouraged me to subpoena 

those records.

I asked Traci if we could schedule a time to speak with   Traci said  will not be 

speaking to law enforcement and insinuated she represented 

Traci questioned our jurisdiction in interviewing  reference the lines marked . She mentioned that 

she has participated as legal representation for all investigations of gas leaks involving USIC since 

2011. She said there will be a formal request through a commission I cannot recall where they will sit 

down. I explained we were conducting an investigation to determine whether a crime was committed.

Traci told me she represents USIC and not  even though she said  would not be speaking 

and insinuated that she represented  I asked Traci if she is a criminal defense attorney along with 

her responsibilities as a civil attorney. Traci is not a criminal defense attorney.

   

Traci does not believe this incident is a criminal case. She pointed blame at VC Tech.

I told Traci we wanted to speak with  if  was willing to. I explained the information we were 

seeking in the contact. Traci said she would work on finding a criminal defense attorney and let me 

know when that occurred.

Printed: 12/10/2018   1:55:20 PM Narrative Page 116 of 157 Incident Page 145 of 186



INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HALL, DAVID

The majority of the phone contact with Traci was banter related to a comment I made about the lack of 

communication, cooperation we have received with USIC and Traci during this investigation. Traci was 

taken aback by the comment. Additional banter was related to who represented  because she 

made statements as  attorney, but then said she does not represent  I had to refocus the 

conversation two times to let her know what was needed in addition to the subpoenaed records.

Traci said the subpoenaed records would be ready by the end of the day on 7/18/2018 (Wednesday).

I provided my contact information to Traci and we ended our phone call . Traci was going to call me with 

the information on  defense attorney, as reported earlier. She never called me back.

  – DEFENSE ATTORNEY:

On 7/18/2018 (Wednesday) at 2:05 p.m., I received an email from  

 The email contained an attached .pdf, which was a letter from 

Stephen Hurley.

Stephen Hurley identified himself as a representative of   The letter advised that  

was not going to speak with law enforcement. He further requested that no one attempt to contact 

Stephen attached an invocation of right to counsel signed by  

The email and its attachment have been attached as documents for this report.

End of report.

David Hall/dh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HALL, DAVID

SP1800012009.35 DAVID HALL 7/23/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Interviewed 

  identified by Detective Messenger

  verbal

Business

Hennessy & Roach, P.C.

Attorney

John Coleman, Illinois photo DL
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FOLLOW UP INTERVIEW AND WALK THROUGH WITH VC TECH:

At approximately 1:00 p.m. on 7/13/2018 (Friday), Detective Cathy Messenger and I met with  

 from VC Tech at North Bristol Street and Angell Street in the City of Sun Prairie (Dane County, 

Wisconsin). I verbally identified  but Detective Messenger obtained  full identification.

 had an attorney representing  and VC Tech, John Coleman. John Coleman works for 

Hennessey & Roach, S.C. in Chicago, Illinois. Detective Messenger and I had phone contact with John 

prior to the follow up interview / walk through on 7/13/2018. John was very cooperative and cordial 

during our contacts. He made statements by phone that  and VC Tech were going to cooperate 

with our investigation.

I reviewed John Coleman’s Illinois photo identification. He showed me his law license, as well. The 

license was issued by the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission of the Supreme Court of 

Illinois. The Registration number was  and indicated John has been active since 10/29/1977.

John’s cell phone number is . His email address is  

.

 brought     who is the owner of VC Tech. I verbally identified 

Detective Messenger was the lead interviewer. I assisted in the interview, but Detective Messenger 

covered the content of information obtained during the interview in her report. There were brief moments 

where Detective Messenger stepped away from the interview for case related actions. I was reviewing 

cell phone content at those times. The information I obtained from  and  while Detective 

Messenger stepped away will be covered in this report.

I audio recorded the interview using my department issued cellular phone. The recording was 2 hours 

39 minutes and 48 seconds. The recording was saved in Arbitrator as evidence.

Written Consent – Dodge Ram

I assisted in obtaining written consent for the search of the Dodge Ram 5500 with  license 

plate  that was parked on North Bristol Street just north of Angell Street. Department of 

Transportation records indicated the Dodge Ram was registered to  

. I read the consent form to   and John. At approximately 

1:00 p.m., they agreed to provide written consent.  signed as the owner of VC Tech.  

signed as a witness. Detective Messenger entered the original consent form into evidence. A copy has 

been attached to my report for information.

The Dodge Ram had a trailer attached to it with  trailer plate  Department of 

Transportation records indicated  owns the trailer . I spoke with  

on 7/20/2018 (Friday) reference the lease of the Ditch Witch (contact not audio recorded).  and 
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VC Tech have been leasing the Ditch Witch for the last two months. The lease is 17 or 18 months in 

duration and costs $10,000 per month. The trailer is leased, as well. He verified the trailer owner, which 

matched the registered owner through DOT.

Written Consent –  Cell Phone

I assisted in obtaining written consent to search  cellular phone. Detective Messenger 

completed the form and read it to   and John. They agreed to the data search on 

 phone.  signed with  as a witness. Detective Messenger saved the original 

consent form as evidence. A copy has been attached to this report for information.

Cell Phone Content – 

 had an Apple iPhone 8s.  showed me text message content between  and Bear 

Communications. The following information was obtained from the cell phone text messages:

Mike Hofman ( ) – Mike texted on 7/10/2018 at 7:28 p.m., instructing  to find 

Carla and Dixie from Bear (Communications). The contact information for Dixie Burbank (Bear) 

was sent to  in a text message. Additional content was Mike telling   is a good 

driller. Mike said, “Things like this happen, but that doesn’t mean you stop. I want you on my 

team!”

Dixie Burbank  –  text messaged Dixie at 7:31 p.m. with an address, 

 in Sun Prairie, Wisconsin. Dixie replied that she is on her way. There was 

additional content on 7/11/2018 (Wednesday) reference follow up between Bear 

Communications and VC Tech.

Aron  – Aron and  were communicating about current and previous jobs. 

Aron said he had a different job for  on 7/10/2018. They met at a gas station to discuss the 

details in person.

 had contacts with USIC. One person was Mike, who text messaged an email address on 

7/10/2018, . Mike’s cell 

phone number is . Another saved contact was Jeremy at .

 showed me additional saved phone contacts for Bear Communications: 

James (Bear Communications) – 

Tod – 

Darryl Riter – 

 said the only people  speaks with from Bear Communications are Mike, Darryl, Aron and 

James. James is the office supervisor.

 said  took a photograph of the scene where  struck the gas line after it occurred and prior 

to the explosion.  showed me two photographs that had “Tuesday 18:28” at the top. They were 
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photographs of the west side intersection of Bristol Street and Main Street.  was standing in the 

northwest corner of the intersection (Barr House), facing south toward Glass Nickel Pizza (southwest 

corner). The picture showed the area where the gas line was struck. I did not observe any yellow paint 

marking an intersection of the damaged gas line.

 had numerous pictures saved in  camera roll of the area before and after the explosion 

occurred.  said  received the pictures from  (VC Tech employee).

 had screen shots of  phone calls to 811 (Digger’s Hotline) and 911. The screen shots were 

from 7/11/2018 at 9:08 a.m.  called Digger’s Hotline at 6:29 p.m. twice. The first call was 41 

seconds and the second call was 11 minutes.  had an outgoing 911 call at 6:19 p.m. for a 

duration of three minutes.

 had additional screen shots for phone calls he made. The following screen shots were 

incoming or outgoing on 7/10/2018:

Mike Hofman (Bear Communications) – incoming at 6:25 p.m. and outgoing at 6:25 p.m.

An outgoing call to  at 10:08 p.m. for 29 minutes. This was a phone call to  

insurance company.

  and John sent email communications to Detective Cathy Messenger reference 

contacts with Bear Communications. See Detective Messenger’s report for details of those emails. I 

took photographs of the email list and specific emails sent to Detective Messenger.

 called Bear Communications after being told last minute on 7/10/2018 that they were going to 

complete another sub-contractor’s work at Bristol Street and Main Street in the City of Sun Prairie. 

 called to gather information related to the new project.  was going to call Digger’s 

Hotline for a utility locate and marking.  said  does this on all projects.  spoke with 

James from Bear Communications, who said it was already taken care of.  showed me  

phone contact with James on 7/10/2018 at 10:29 a.m. The phone call was two minutes in duration. 

There were two other calls with James that included a missed call and an outgoing call that  

said were calls associated to  attempts to gather information for a utility locate ( 811).

 and  said they always call in utility locates and markings for their jobs . Bear 

Communications has been doing the locates for the most recent partial jobs VC Tech has worked .

Photographs

I took photographs of  and  cellular phones pursuant to written consent. The 

photographs were saved in Arbitrator as evidence. I attached a copy of the photographs to the report for 

reference.

Additional Information
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 told me Bear Communications has not paid for work  completed four weeks prior to the 

explosion. They have been “chummy,” wanting to meet post-explosion and offered  crisis 

counseling.

Vehicle Search

I searched  truck pursuant to written consent.  believed there was paperwork on the 

driver’s seat or dash pertaining to the drilling/boring on Bristol Street at Main Street.

I located paperwork from the driver’s seat, associated to Bristol Street and Main Street. I turned over 

the paperwork to Sun Prairie Property Officer Jason White immediately. I did not locate anything else of 

evidentiary value. See his report for further information.

Property Officer White took photographs of the truck and its interior prior to the search .

I secured  truck at 4:57 p.m. on 7/13/2018. A residential key was removed from the key ring 

and returned to  and   keys remained in my custody and control until I 

returned them on 7/20/2018 (Friday).

End of report.

David Hall/dh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HALL, DAVID

SP1800012009.36 DAVID HALL 7/26/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Other Agency

Dane County Circuit Court

Dane County District Attorney’s Office

Other Officer

Circuit Court Judge Shelley Gaylord

Assistant District Attorney William Brown

Business

USIC

VC Tech

We Energies

SEARCH WARRANT:
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On 7/19/2018 (Thursday), I completed a search warrant for the public right of way on and along North 

Bristol Street from Cliff Street to Lane Street, and West Main Street from North Street to Columbus 

Street in the City of Sun Prairie (Dane County, Wisconsin). The search warrant was to obtain the gas 

line that was damaged, boring equipment and any electronic data from the boring equipment. A motion 

for sealing the warrant was completed, as well.

Assistant District Attorney William Brown from the Dane County District Attorney’s Office reviewed the 

search warrant and the motion to seal the warrant. ADA Brown signed the motion for seal.

Judge Shelley Gaylord from Dane County Circuit Court reviewed the order to seal and the search 

warrant. She signed the order to seal, search warrant and complaint for search warrant. The warrant 

was signed at approximately 4:20 p.m.

The original search warrant remained in my custody and control. The search warrant was placed into 

temporary locker 73 at 5:45 p.m. on 7/19/2018. I made copies of the search warrant on 7/20/2018 at 

8:45 a.m.

A copy of the search warrant and its seal has been attached to this report for information .

I provided a copy of the search warrant to We Energies and VC Tech on 7/20/2018 (Friday), the day of 

its execution.

At approximately 4:30 p.m. on 7/26/2018 (Thursday), I completed a warrant return and placed it with the 

original search warrant. I moved the search warrant and return to locker 72 for the court officer to return 

it on 7/27/2018 (Friday).

SUBPOENA:

On 7/19/2018 (Thursday), I completed a subpoena for documents from USIC. The documents sought 

were for USIC policies, standard operating procedures, directives or memorandums regarding the 

process employees use for completing utility location services; furthermore, employment records for 

 

A motion for sealing the subpoena was completed.

Assistant District Attorney William Brown from the Dane County District Attorney’s Office reviewed the 

subpoena and the motion to seal. ADA Brown signed the subpoena request and motion to seal.

Judge Shelley Gaylord from Dane County Circuit Court reviewed the order to seal and the subpoena. 

She signed the order to seal, subpoena and affidavit. The subpoena was signed at approximately 4:15 

p.m.

The original subpoena remained in my custody and control. The subpoena was placed into temporary 

locker 73 at 5:45 p.m. on 7/19/2018. I made copies of the subpoena on 7/20/2018 at 8:45 a.m.
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A copy of the subpoena and its seal has been attached to this report for information .

Special Agent / Deputy Fire Marshal Ryan Windorff from the Department of Justice – Division of 

Criminal Investigation served USIC additional legal paperwork and advised the person receiving legal 

and/or court orders was Monta Bolles from USIC. Monta received previous legal requests through 

email. Special Agent Windorff provided Monta’s email,  

I emailed a copy of the subpoena to Monta at 9:05 a.m. on 

7/20/2018. Monta acknowledged receipt of the subpoena at 9:57 a.m. on 7/20/2018.

The original subpoena was returned to locker 73 at 9:15 a.m. on 7/20/2018. The evidence locker key 

will remain in my office until the documents are obtained from Monta / USIC.

End of report.

David Hall/dh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HALL, DAVID

SP1800012009.37 DAVID HALL 7/26/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Other Agency

Dane County Communications Center (DCCC)

Other Officer

Kevin Fosso (DCCC)

DANE COUNTY COMMUNICATIONS CENTER:

During the week of 7/17/2018, I requested records from the Dane County Communication Center. The 

records I requested were all 911 phone calls and radio traffic for police and fire from the time of call for 

one hour (just after the explosion).

On 7/17/2018 (Tuesday), I received five .wav files via email for Sun Prairie Police and Fire radio traffic. 

Some files are condensed versions to cut out time between traffic and another with announcements 

(time). Those .wav files were provided by Kevin Fosso,  

, the Support Services and Technical Operations Manager for the 

communications center. A copy of his email has been attached to this report for information.

Kevin dropped off a USB drive with Sun Prairie Police Records during the week of 7/17/2018, as well. 

The USB drive contained 30 files, which were 911 calls and police radio traffic.
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On 7/26/2018 (Thursday), the 35 files provided by the Dane County Communications Center were 

saved as evidence in Arbitrator. The USB provided by DCCC will be used as a working copy.

End of report.

David Hall/dh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HALL, DAVID

SP1800012009.38 DAVID HALL 7/23/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Business

USIC

Interviewed

Craig Adams (USIC), verbal / Spillman / WI DOT

PHONE INTERVIEW WITH CRAIG ADAMS (USIC):

On 7/23/2018 (Monday), I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department - Detective Bureau as a 

detective for the City of Sun Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin. I was wearing plain clothes and had a 

badge affixed on my duty belt next to my firearm.

I was tasked with attempting contact with Craig Adams. Craig was listed on one of the locate tickets 

being reviewed by Special Agent / Deputy Fire Marshall Ryan Windorff from the Wisconsin Department 

of Justice – Division of Criminal Investigation (DOJ-DCI).

I queried Craig through Spillman (Dane County Sheriff’s Office records). I located a Craig that resided 

at . Spillman records had phone numbers of  

and .

I queried Craig through Wisconsin Department of Transportation (DOT) records.  

 

There was more than one Craig Adams. We started with Craig A. Adams ( ) based on 

the information above.

Detective Mike Hartman and I drove to  to attempt contact with Craig at his residence,  

. We arrived at approximately 3:45 p.m. The garage door was open and there were 

three women seated in the garage.
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A woman exited the garage upon our approach. I showed her my wallet badge and ID, identifying 

ourselves. The woman identified herself as the wife to Craig Adams and provided her first name, 

Wanda. Wanda said Craig was working for USIC at the time of our contact. She provided a phone 

number for Craig, .

I gave Wanda a business card and ended my contact with her.

I called Craig at  at 3:53 p.m. Craig answered his phone. I verbally identified him and 

confirmed that he is an employee for USIC. Craig has been an employee for USIC for 29 years. He 

works on the east side of Madison.

Craig did not mark utilities in downtown Sun Prairie, nor has he ever marked utilities in downtown Sun 

Prairie. He has been marking utilities on the east side of Madison. The last time he was in Sun Prairie 

was approximately two months ago and he was on the far west side of Sun Prairie near Costco.

Craig did not have any information on the utility marking at Main Street and Bristol Street.

Craig said it was possible his name was on some of the tickets pulled for utility marking in the area of 

Main Street and Bristol Street. Craig tried explaining that his supervisor, Christopher Neises, does not 

have access to a productivity program that Craig did. Craig said there were 30 or 40 tickets pulled in 

the downtown area of Sun Prairie. Craig referred all tickets to one specific ticket, which is solely for 

billing purposes. Craig said large projects are more expensive to locate, which is why all tickets in a 

project are referred to one ticket. Craig said even though his name is on a ticket or tickets for the area 

near the explosion, he was not marking utilities down there.

Craig was concerned his explanation was difficult to follow. I paraphrased my understanding of his 

explanation. He felt it was a sufficient explanation. At the end, he wanted me to understand that the 

ticket referrals with his name were solely for billing purposes. Large projects like the one in downtown 

Sun Prairie involve many hours, which is why it is billed as a project (cost to locate is more expensive).

Craig provided a phone number for Christopher, .

I asked Craig if he had a phone number for   a USIC employee. Craig queried the 

system and was unable to locate . Craig said it was possible  is a newer employee. Craig 

said  supervisor would be Josh Holzinger. Josh’s phone number is .

Craig did not have any other information to provide. I ended my phone contact with him after explaining I 

left a business card with his wife. He will follow up with me if he has questions.

FOLLOW UP WITH CRAIG ADAMS:

On 7/26/2018 (Thursday), I called Craig at  and asked if he was available to meet in 

person. Craig agreed to meet me at Blain’s Farm & Fleet, located at 2202 South Stoughton Road in 
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Madison. Craig was locating utilities across the street prior to our meeting.

At approximately 6:00 p.m., Detective Cathy Messenger and I met Craig in the parking lot at Blain’s 

Farm & Fleet. I recognized Craig from a Wisconsin Department of Transportation photograph. We 

spoke with Craig in our department issued unmarked squad. Craig sat in the front passenger seat.

I asked Craig about Ticket Detail 20182112147, which showed his name as the most recent entry, 7/2 

(2018) at 12:21 p.m. There were seven entries with Craig’s name on it, including an entry with WE Gas 

– WI (Not Marked – Excavation Site Clear (Closed). I showed Craig a photograph of the ticket to aid in 

his explanation.

Craig said he did not do any work and this was one of the referred tickets to the project ticket. He 

reiterated that Joshua Holzinger is the projects supervisor, who handles all the project billing. 

Christopher Neises is Craig’s supervisor. Christopher puts the tickets on Craig’s “On Board” (computer 

program) and instructs Craig to refer the ticket to the main project ticket. The only reason for the 

referrals to one ticket is for billing purposes. Craig could not explain the ticket in any further detail.

Craig believes someone would have called in to prompt the ticket detail 20182112147. Craig said 

since the utility locate is a project, it remains open indefinitely. The project can be open more than 10 

days and until the project is done. I asked if someone needs to call in a relocate if they are part of a 

project, but do not get to the site until after 10 days. Craig said he does not believe it is necessary to 

call a relocate, but it is a wise decision. The decision whether a relocate would be necessary would 

involve surveying the area and determining whether the markings are visible or worn from weather.

Craig does not review the ticket details when he refers them to a project ticket. Craig has been doing 

the ticket referrals for his supervisor and the project’s supervisor for the last several years.

Detective Messenger and I discussed with Craig how he marks utilities and whether he uses a map. 

Craig said he reviews utility maps that are on his computer, marks utilities and checks the map again 

after marking. The utility maps are provided by the utility companies and are updated by them. Craig 

encouraged me to speak with utility companies for more information related to the mapping.

Craig said he marks utilities after reviewing the map by using radio signals that are hooked on a utility. 

The radio signal is followed away from the utility.

Craig said mismarking does happen. The mismarking can occur for a variety of reasons. He talked 

about a cut sheath on wire. Invisible dog fences in residential areas can be located by USIC. Craig said 

traffic signals do not “bleed out” causing a mismark.

Craig said we should speak with a trainer for USIC if we have more questions on standard operating 

procedures. Craig said Kip Kingsfield is a trainer. Kip’s phone number is .

End of report.

David Hall/dh/sah
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SP1800012009.39 DAVID HALL 7/23/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Business

USIC

Interviewed

  (USIC), verbal and SNPD records

PHONE INTERVIEW WITH   (USIC):

On 7/23/2018 (Monday), I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department - Detective Bureau as a 

detective for the City of Sun Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin. I was wearing plain clothes and had a 

badge affixed on my duty belt next to my firearm.

I was tasked with attempting contact with  .  was listed on one of the locate 

tickets being reviewed by Special Agent / Deputy Fire Marshal Ryan Windorff from the Wisconsin 

Department of Justice – Division of Criminal Investigation (DOJ-DCI).

I queried   through the Sun Prairie Police Department record management system. One 

of the first results for the query was for a   that resides at  

. Recently, I have observed a USIC marked truck parked on  

in front of  during evening hours.

I queried  through , a law enforcement investigative tool, where I located several possible 

phone numbers, including . Some of the other phone numbers had area codes of 

At 4:04 p.m., I called  at . A  answered the phone who I verbally identified as 

  I identified who I was and asked if  works for USIC.  verified  works for 

USIC.  has been employed there only three months.

I asked  if  located and marked the utilities in the downtown area of Sun Prairie .  said  

located utilities on Main Street, which  further described on the “Glass Nickel side” (south side of 

roadway).

 said  was marking the utilities approximately one month prior to the explosion on Main Street 

at Bristol Street.  said in words to the effect, “ .”

It was difficult to understand if  marked utilities on Bristol Street or just on Main Street . I sought 

clarification from  and confirmed  did not mark utilities on Bristol Street .  and  

marked utilities on Main Street together.  stopped traffic on Main Street so  could mark 

utilities.
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 said  knew  marked the gas main “going up Bristol” from Main Street because  

watched  marking utilities.  did not know how far north  marked utilities, but  said it 

was “not that far.”

 recalled it was raining hard the day  and  were marking in the area of Main Street and 

Bristol Street. The hard rain included thunder and lightning.  and  had to take a break from 

marking utilities due to the weather.

 said  and  marked utilities and took pictures of their markings .

I asked  if  and  used maps to aid in the utility markings.  said they do and referred 

to them as “blueprints.” The blueprints/maps are on the computer systems in their vehicle.  did not 

know where the maps came from;  only knew they were on the computer system in their vehicles.

 made a statement that  wanted to make sure  was “cleared.”  was concerned 

whether  needed an attorney.  did not want to say anything inappropriate, but wanted us to know  

was telling the truth.  was told by USIC to notify them and their attorney of attempted contacts 

reference the explosion.

I told   had the right not to speak with me, but explained I still had questions.  did not feel 

comfortable continuing to speak until  spoke with USIC.  agreed to meet with me at Kwik Trip 

located at 2599 Ironwood Drive in the City of Sun Prairie so I could provide  with a business card. I 

ended my phone call with  after 11 minutes.

At approximately 4:25 p.m., Detective Mike Hartman and I met with  at Kwik Trip. I showed 

 my wallet badge and ID. I provided  with a business card in the event  wanted to speak 

with me in the future. I verified  identification verbally while I was in contact with 

 was getting off  phone when Detective Hartman and I arrived.  was speaking with a 

supervisor, who encouraged me to send the questions I had for  to the USIC attorney , Tracy 

Morgan. I asked  if they were referring to Traci Martinez.  was told Tracy Morgan. I told 

 to reach out to me if he wanted to talk or had questions. I ended my contact with 

End of report.

David Hall/dh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HALL, DAVID

SP1800012009.40 DAVID HALL 7/30/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Business
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Bear Communications

Interviewed

James Ejiogu, verbal

PHONE CONTACT WITH JAMES EJIOGU:

At approximately 5:33 p.m. on 7/26/2018 (Thursday), I spoke with James Ejiogu from Bear 

Communications by phone after leaving a message to return my call. James’s phone number is 

. His phone number was obtained from  

James is the person  said  called about a utility locate on 7/10/2018, prior to drilling at 

Bristol Street and Main Street.  said James told VC Tech they were good to drill and a locate 

was not necessary.  showed me the phone call log, showing  phone calls to James.

I verbally identified James Ejiogu. He provided a work address of  

I asked James numerous times about the phone call he had with  on 7/10/2018. James claimed 

he sent VC Tech to complete the drilling at Bristol Street and Main Street on 7/10/2018. He sent them 

the permit and map to complete the job. James said it is the responsibility of the sub-contractors to 

ensure a utility locate is complete. James told VC Tech that the intersection was located before. 

Despite providing these statements, James said it is the sub-contractor’s responsibility to ensure the 

utilities are marked.

James said Jet and PUSH had utilities marked prior to VC Tech. Jet had Windsor Street and North 

Bristol Street, while PUSH had West Main Street. James said he has no power to transfer or designate 

relocates from one entity to another. He said the industry standard is to have the locate transferred or 

refreshed after 10 days.

James said he would be available for future contact if it was necessary.

End of report.

David Hall/dh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HETRICK, TYLER

SP1800012009.41 TYLER HETRICK 08/01/2018

INITIAL INFORMATION

On 07/10/2018, I was working as a patrol officer for the City of Sun Prairie, Dane County, WI. I was 

dressed in full Sun Prairie Police uniform and operating fully marked patrol squad #12. 

Printed: 12/10/2018   1:55:20 PM Narrative Page 129 of 157 Incident Page 158 of 186



INCIDENT DETAIL REPORT

SUN PRAIRIE

300 EAST MAIN STREET, SUN PRAIRIE WI 53590

Phone :

Agency :

Address :

Incident # : SP1800012009

FIRE DEPARTMENT INCIDENT

(608) 837-7336

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HETRICK, TYLER

At approximately 6:45 p.m., I self-assigned to the call in order to help with blocking traffic. I was 

assigned to block traffic on S. Bristol St. at Lane St.

SCENE OBSERVATIONS

When I arrived on scene, I noticed a large, natural gas smell in the area. I observed a large amount of 

people near the intersection of Bristol and Main St. I assisted Other Officers and Firefighters by helping 

to evacuate the area. 

I had walked up into the intersection in order to speak with Firefighters about getting into the apartments 

above Probation and Parole. I went to go grab a resident who advised we could use his keys if we 

needed to get into the building, as I was leaving the intersection, I could hear a large amount of gas 

leaking from somewhere in the intersection. This noise sounded like someone was holding down the 

lever for an air compressor. I made it to the driveway behind probation and parole, when I turned back to 

the intersection and observed it explode. 

I radioed that an explosion had occurred. This radio transmission is located under an unrelated case 

number of SP18-12008.

After the explosion occurred, I ran back into the intersection and observed flames on both the north and 

south sides of the intersection. I then continued to work the perimeter and push it back until I was tasked 

with other duties. 

Officer Tyler Hetrick/hds

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  WALDINGER, BARBARA

SP1800012009.42 BARBARA WALDINGER 08/08/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATIONS OF CONTACT

Mahlum, Patricia V., verbal ID, property owner

INITIAL INFORMATION

On Wednesday August 8th, 2018, I was working light duty status as a Police Officer for the City of Sun 

Prairie.  During my 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. shift, Sgt. Cox requested I attempt to contact the vehicle owners for 

vehicles damaged from the explosion that occurred on July 10th, 2018.  Sgt. Cox provided me with a list 

of license plates from the damaged vehicles. I ran WI DOT records checks on the license plates 

provided and checked records for phone numbers for the owners.
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CONTACT WITH PATRICIA MAHLUM

The list of vehicles included a Green Ford Focus bearing WI registration -   WI DOT records 

indicated this license plate was associated to a silver 2001 Pontiac Bonneville with expired registration. 

The license plates are associated to Patricia V. Mahlum .

I located a phone number of  in Sun Prairie Police Department local records.  I made 

phone contact with a female who identified herself as Patricia Mahlum and confirmed that is a good 

phone number for her.  

Mahlum advised that her vehicle, a 1999 green Ford Focus was parked behind the Professional 

Building at the time of the explosion. Mahlum advised that the vehicle was not registered and that it had 

license plates on it that had been registered to her other vehicle a Pontiac Bonneville. Mahlum advised 

she did not know the VIN for the Ford Focus.  I was able to locate the Ford Focus associated to her in 

Sun Prairie Police local records from a prior traffic stop.  The VIN associated to this vehicle is 

 

Mahlum does not have any insurance on the Ford Focus and the vehicle is still parked behind the 

professional building. Mahlum reported being in the process of getting the vehicle running, and having 

recently had some work done on it. Mahlum advised that the vehicle needed a new battery and was not 

currently running.  

Due to the vehicle being parked behind the professional building, Mahlum has not had the opportunity to 

see the damage to her vehicle but said from photos she has seen she believes is does not have any fire 

damage, just damage from debris. Mahlum has not had anyone do an estimate on damage to the 

vehicle.

There was only one set of keys for the vehicle and they were inside Mahlum's apartment,  

, which was above the professional building. Mahlum has not been allowed into her apartment and 

believes that the keys were destroyed as a result of the explosion.  

Mahlum advised her family has been relocated and is currently residing at  

. Mahlum was provided contact information for building inspection in regards to obtaining 

access to her vehicle.  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

I attempted to contact the registered owner of two other vehicles that were damaged in this incident and 

was unable to contact. This concluded my involvement in this incident.

Barbara R Waldinger/brw/hds
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SP1800012009.43 DAVID HALL 8/14/2018

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Other Agency

Dane County Circuit Court

Dane County District Attorney’s Office

Other Officer

Judge Everett Mitchell (Dane County Circuit Court)

Assistant District Attorney Joshua Hargrove

Business

USIC

Squire Patton Boggs (US) LLP

Other

Monta Bolles (USIC), identified by Wisconsin DOJ – DCI

Attorney

Traci Martinez (Squire Patton Boggs), verbal

USIC SUBPOENA FOR DOCUMENTS:

On 7/20/2018 (Friday), I served a subpoena for documents to Vice President – General Counsel Monta 

Bolles from USIC. Monta acknowledged the receipt of the subpoena through email shortly after it was 

sent. The subpoena and its service was previously documented under supplement 36.

The documents sought through the subpoena were supposed to be provided to the Dane County Circuit 

Court or me by August 3, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. The location of the Dane County Circuit Court was listed 

on the subpoena. In lieu of appearing at the Dane County Circuit Court, USIC was authorized to deliver 

the documents to me in person (or my designee) or by email.  

USIC and its attorney, Traci Martinez, never reached out to me after receiving the subpoena for records 

to express any delays or issues in processing the subpoena for documents. Aside from an 

acknowledgement from Monta that she received the subpoena, I have not received any communication 

from USIC or their representative(s).  

At approximately 11:15 a.m. on 8/03/2018 (Friday), I met with Assistant District Attorney Joshua 

Hargrove from the Dane County District Attorney’s Office, and briefed him that USIC did not provide the 

documents sought through the subpoena during the timeframe outlined by Dane County Circuit Court 

Judge Shelley Gaylord (8/03/2018 at 11:00 a.m.).
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At 11:55 a.m. on 8/03/2018 (Friday), I contacted Special Agent / Deputy Fire Marshall Ryan Windorff 

from the Wisconsin Department of Justice – Division of Criminal Investigation and verified he did not 

receive the subpoenaed documents. I contacted him because he received documents from USIC that 

he administratively subpoenaed for separate records.  

At approximately 12:00 p.m. on 8/03/2018 (Friday), I asked Detective Frank Smith from the Sun Prairie 

Police Department if the documents were in my mailbox or in the Records Division of the Sun Prairie 

Police Department. Those documents were not provided to the Sun Prairie Police Department. I 

queried my work email and verified those documents were not sent either.

Assistant District Attorney Hargrove completed a Motion for Order to Show Cause Hearing , Affidavit in 

Support of State’s Motion for Order to Show Cause Hearing and Order to Show Cause.  

Judge Shelley Gaylord instructed Assistant District Attorney Hargrove and I to contact the Duty Judge , 

Judge Everett Mitchell of the Dane County Circuit Court. Judge Mitchell signed the Order to Show 

Cause and ordered USIC to appear in person on August 15, 2018 at 8:30 a.m. to Judge Mitchell’s 

courtroom.  

I attached a copy of the original subpoena to the Order to Show Cause. The original documents 

remained in my custody and control until I placed them in locker 73 with the original subpoena at 

approximately 4:30 p.m. on 8/03/2018 (Friday).  

I made a copy of the documents related to the Order to Show Cause and attached them to this report for 

information.

At 3:45 p.m. on 8/03/2018 (Friday), I emailed Monta Bolles (USIC) and Traci Martinez (USIC’s 

Attorney). The email had an attachment, which was a scanned copy of the Order to Show Cause. Other 

investigators from the Sun Prairie Police Department and Wisconsin Department of Justice – Division 

of Criminal Investigation were copied as recipients for information. Assistant District Attorney Hargrove 

was copied as a recipient, as well. I sent a read receipt for the email to ensure the email was opened by 

Monta and Traci.

I received read receipts from Monta Bolles and Traci Martinez. They read the email at 3:48 p.m. and 

3:56 p.m. on 8/03/2018 (Friday).  

At 3:58 p.m. on 8/03/2018 (Friday), Traci Martinez (USIC Attorney) responded to my original email with 

the Order to Show Cause. Traci said she left me a message to call me to discuss the parameters of the 

subpoena and the need for a protective order.  She did not indicate where the message was left (i.e. 

email or phone).  

I reviewed my phone call logs on my department issued cellular phone and my desk phone. Traci never 

called me after the subpoena was sent to USIC (7/20/2018). The only phone contact I had from Traci 

was on 7/17/2018.
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Traci and USIC had all of my contact information from my contacts with numerous USIC employees or 

representatives, including Traci and Monta. Neither emailed or called me to express issues with the 

delivery of the sought documents through the subpoena.  

I never designated any other law enforcement officer to accept the sought documents or communicate 

with USIC or Traci Martinez reference the subpoena for documents.  As indicated earlier in this 

narrative, USIC or its representatives never reached out to me other than acknowledging receipt of the 

subpoena.    

I requested Sun Prairie Dispatch query the call log to determine if Traci called from  or 

 between 7/17/2018 and 8/08/2018.  On 8/08/2018, Sun Prairie Dispatch queried their 

call records and neither of Traci’s phone numbers were listed during the timeframe I provided.

On 8/07/2018 (Tuesday), Traci emailed me a Word document of a draft protection agreement. I 

reviewed the document and forwarded it to the Dane County District Attorney ’s Office for review. 

Assistant District Attorney William Brown advised not to sign it , and said USIC needs to provide the 

documents pursuant to the court order, otherwise, a contempt motion was going to be filed with the 

Dane County Circuit Court.  

I emailed Traci and Monta on 8/07/2018 and advised that the documents needed to be turned over, 

relaying the message I received from the District Attorney’s Office.

I did not get a response from Traci or Monta, so I emailed them on 8/09/2018 at 4:47 p.m.  I asked when 

we could expect the documents sought pursuant to the subpoena.  

On 8/10/2018 at 7:30 a.m., Traci replied that they were preparing a response, which they expected to 

be completed on 8/10/2018.

I never received a response from Traci and Monta. Therefore, I sent a follow up email on 8/13/2018 

(Monday) at 1:22 p.m. I asked them when we could expect the documents.

Traci replied on 8/13/2018 at 4:32 p.m., advising there was a pending motion related to the subpoena. 

The motion was filed on 8/09/2018 (Friday). She did not give me any other information and encouraged 

me to reach out to ADA Bill Brown about the status of the subpoena.  

A copy of the protection agreement (draft) emailed by Traci has been attached to this report for 

reference.

The email threads of our conversation with Traci and Monta has been attached to this report for 

information.  

END OF REPORT
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David Hall/dh/hds

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  MESSENGER, CATHLEEN

SP1800012009.44 CATHLEEN MESSENGER 08/16/2018

PROPERTY LOSS:

On Tuesday, August 7th 2018, I was asked to re-contact  and/or   to obtain a 

list of damaged property that they sustained as a result of the incident.  

Therefore, on Tuesday, August 7th 2018 at approximately 3:45 PM, I made phone contact with  

  I identified myself to  and explained to  why I was calling.

I asked  if  would be able to submit a list including, but not limited to, the vehicle 

identification numbers of their two vehicles that were damaged in the incident, as well as the reel trailer 

and any other equipment that was damaged as a result of the explosion.   advised that  

would e-mail me a list, and my contact with  ended.

E-MAIL WITH JOHN COLEMAN:

On Wednesday, August 8th 2018 at approximately 10:26 AM, I received an e-mail from John Coleman.  

John Coleman is the attorney for    John Coleman requested a follow-up phone call 

reference the information I had requested from  

Therefore, On Wednesday, August 8th 2018, I placed a phone call to Attorney John Coleman.  I 

explained my reasoning for needing the property loss information for the  as every person 

who sustained property damaged was needing to be listed and all property damage accounted for.

After discussing the incident briefly with Attorney Coleman, I was advised that a list of the damaged and 

lost property would be e-mailed to me as soon as possible.  My contact with him then ended.

E-MAIL OF LOSS PROPERTY:

On Friday, August 10th 2018 at 1:52 PM, I received an e-mail again from Attorney Coleman.  In the 

e-mail, he advised that a list was attached to the e-mail, documenting all of the property losses 

sustained by VC Tech.  However, the license plates for the vehicles were not able to be provided.  The 

VIN for each vehicle, however, would be provided.  

In the attachment to Coleman's e-mail, was a document which listed nine total pieces of property for a 

total loss of $33,150.00.

For the purposes of this report, the e-mail exchange between Attorney Coleman and I, as well as the list, 
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shall be attached to this report.

LOSS OF PROPERTY LIST:

The loss of property list, provided by Attorney Coleman, listed the following items as a loss.

White 2011 Ford F-250 Super Duty Truck.

VIN 

Loss value: $8,200.00.

Searching DOT for the VIN provided listed a plate number bearing  truck plate 

Yellow 2001 Ford F-350 Pickup Truck.

VIN 

Loss value: $1,500.00.

Upon searching the VIN provided through DOT, I was able to locate a  truck license 

plate bearing 

2015 Lucom MR 73500 Reel Trailer.

Loss value: $1,700.00.

Digitrak F5 Locator.

Loss value: $11,000.00.

Gas hand tamper.

Loss value: $2,900.00.

Concrete saw.

Loss value: $1,250.00.

Jackhammer.

Loss value: $1,400.00.

Hand tools and supplies.

Loss value: $4,000.00.

Safety equipment.

Loss value: $1,200.00.

Total loss of $33,150.00.

Cathleen Messenger/kg
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SP18000012009.45 DAVID HALL 9/11/2018

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Interview

 

ATTEMPTED FOLLOW UP WITH  

At 12:31 p.m. on 9/04/2018 (Tuesday), I called   at  and left a voice 

message for  to return my call.  Detective Hartman and I drove by  residence on  

.  There was no USIC truck parked at  residence, as it usually is outside 

of  normal working hours.  

At 5:24 p.m. on 9/10/2018 (Monday), I called   at  and left a voice 

message for  to return my call.  Detective Hartman and I drove by  residence on  

.  There was no USIC truck parked near  residence.

At 12:26 p.m. on 9/11/2018 (Tuesday), I called   at .   did not 

answer, and I did not leave a message.  

At 7:00 p.m. on 911/2018 (Tuesday), Detective Mike Hartman and I contacted  at  

.   just parked  USIC truck when we contacted   

 made very brief eye contact with me and made a statement about wondering how we had  

personal address.   said  was told not to talk without a lawyer, and  was still not willing to 

speak to me without a lawyer. 

 continued locking up  USIC truck and walked to  residence while we were still talking .   

confirmed  still had my business card.

END OF REPORT

David Hall/dh/sjb

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  EVIDENCE Officer:  WHITE, JASON

SP1800012009.46 Jason White 09/12/2018

I, evidence Officer Jason White, was involved with this case in all different levels.  On July 11, 2018, I 

was requested by Detective Sergeant Ryan Cox to respond to the downtown area to assist in 

photographing the explosion sight, along with assisting with many other tasks.  
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One of my tasks for the period of the entire week of this investigation was to photograph the interior and 

exterior of the explosion sight.  I also went to numerous residences on the exterior of the fenced off 

portion of where the explosion was, where vehicles and houses were damaged, within a one to two 

block radius of the explosion sight.  Myself along with the state fire marshal and the evidence intern 

responded to numerous homes that had damage or broken out windows.  There is a list that states Sun 

Prairie explosion damage that is two pages that are attached to the documents in this case.  

I also photographed squad cars that were damaged during this explosion.  Provided to me by 

Supervisor Vike was a squad car list for July 9th and 10th, which was also forwarded to the documents 

in this case.

I made a scene photo list for the markings that I placed down throughout the explosion sight with photo 

numbers associated with the DSC number listed in the digital camera that was used during this time.  

All of the photos that were taken were uploaded into Arbitrator.

I was requested to collect all of Cory Barr’s items and those were also placed in my possession and 

transported to Sun Prairie Police Department and put into the secured evidence room.

Barcode 62398 and 62399 were two items taken from the machine that is believed to have caused the 

explosion.  Those two items were taken to DCI for investigative purposes on July 2, 2018.  The case 

number from the Department of Criminal Investigations is 18-5203.  Issued to me was a request for 

forensic transmittal that was signed by Donna Showers, who is employed with the Department of 

Criminal Investigations.  That transmittal form was forwarded to the Records Department and attached 

to the documents as well.  

I retrieved two pages of maps in the front driver’s side and four pages of maps from the center console 

of the vehicle that was owned by the company that is believed to possibly be responsible for this.  These 

items were turned over to me by Detective David Hall and they were placed into the evidence system.

On August 1, 2018, Detective Sergeant Ryan Cox, myself, and the Division of Safety Research - 

National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health reviewed numerous property items that belonged 

to Cory Barr.

Barcode 62388, 62337, 62273, 62274, 62275, and 62272 were all opened at 11:19 AM on August 1, 

2018, and resealed at 12:05 PM.  During this time, I had all individuals and parties wear latex gloves 

and I stood and witnessed them reviewing and photographing these items at this time.

These items were all placed back on the evidence shelf and secured in the form they were in when 

taken in by me.  

During the entire time of this investigation, I was on scene with detectives photographing, videotaping, 
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and collecting evidence as instructed.

Everything was done and all of the evidence that was collected was in my sight and possession the 

entire time, sealed by me and placed into the Sun Prairie Police Department evidence secured room.

This is the end of my supplemental report.

Evidence Officer Jason White/kg

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.47 MICHAEL HARTMAN 10/12/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Martinez, Traci, attorney, identified verbally

Bednarek, Jonas, attorney, identified verbally

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On October 9, 2018 (Tuesday) at 12:00 pm, I was working as a detective for the City of Sun Prairie 

Police Department, wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification. I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau, working a shift 

from 12:00 pm to 10:00 pm.

REVIEW OF USIC TRAINING MATERIALS:

On October 9, 2018 at approximately 1:15 pm Detective Sergeant Ryan Cox and I arrived at Hurley 

Burish Law Office located at 33 East Main St., Suite 400 in the City of Madison. We made contact with 

an attorney, verbally identified as Jonas Bednarek, who introduced us to the legal counsel for USIC, 

verbally identified as attorney Traci Martinez.

Martinez provided Detective Sergeant Cox and me with a laptop computer containing the training 

presentation that is given to new USIC utility locating employees. Detective Sergeant Cox and I were 

allowed to review the training material in a private conference room with only the two of us present. We 

informed Martinez that police did not take any photographs of the training and would only be 

documenting the training in general terminology as not to disclose any USIC trade secrets.

The training we reviewed was copyrighted in 2015 and Martinez stated this was the current training 

materials and the training materials the subjects who marked the intersection of Bristol St. and Main St. 

in Sun Prairie would have had. The training material consists of 572 different slides. Martinez indicated 

that employees receive several weeks of classroom instruction in addition to on the job training.
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The training provides background information on the various types of underground utilities employees 

would encounter. The training shows employees what to do before they mark, while marking and after 

they complete the marking process. The training provides employees with instruction on how to use 

their locating tools and avoid errors. The training provides a process for locating underground utilities 

and checking to ensure the markings are accurate. The training shows employees ways to troubleshoot 

problems or broad signals with the equipment to avoid errors. Employees are shown what different 

colors of paint mean and which colors are appropriate for marking each underground utility. The training 

also explains the use of utility prints and what to expect when reading the utility prints.

The employees are provided with information several times throughout the training materials showing 

the need for correct markings and the dangers of incorrect markings. Employees are provided with 

information on what to do in an emergency or if problems are located while marking utilities. Employees 

are shown the dangers to people and property to highlight the importance of correct markings. The 

training provides information on what employees are to do in order to alter the scope of marking tickets 

for residential or [other] projects.

The training is broken in numerous different sections with various sections ending in review questions .

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  COX, RYAN

SP1800012009.48 RYAN COX 10/15/18

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Traci Martinez, Attorney, Verbally Identified

Jonas Bednarek, Attorney, Verbally Identified

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On October 9, 2018, I was on duty in my role as the Detective Sergeant for the Sun Prairie Police 

Department. I was wearing plain clothes with my badge affixed to my belt next to my firearm on my right 

hip. 

REVIEW OF USIC TRAINING MATERIALS:

On October 9, 2018, at approximately 1:15 p.m., Detective Michael Hartman and I arrived at Hurley 

Burish Law Office located at 33 East Main Street, Suite 400, in the City of Madison.  We made contact 

with an attorney verbally identified as Jonas Bednarek, who introduced us to the legal counsel for USIC, 

verbally identified as Traci Martinez. 

Please see Detective Hartman's supplemental report (Supplement 47) for further information on the 

review. 
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CONTACT WITH TRACI MARTINEZ: 

Once a review of the USIC Training Materials was completed, Detective Hartman and I spoke with Traci 

Martinez in the same conference room. Traci agreed to answer a few questions in regards to the 

training materials we reviewed. 

Traci provided the following verbal statement reference this incident . Traci explained the difference 

between a work project ticket and a typical ticket one would pull when a homeowner requests digger's 

hotline services for a single residence job. 

The location involved in this incident fell under a work project ticket. Traci explained the following.

 

When a contractor requests a locate through digger's hotline, USIC is the primary locate company for 

this area. USIC is then responsible for marking the utilities in that area defined by the ticket. If the ticket 

is under a work project, the ticket can often remain open during the entirety of the project, even after the 

locate is completed. This happens because often a contractor may need a refresh locate on the original 

ticket, or a new contractor may come in and need a refresh on the original locate.  A new refresh locate 

ticket number is pulled and cross referenced to the original.  

I asked Traci if a disposition or end note is ever entered onto their documenting system when the locate 

is completed or if a contractor pulls out of a job, such as in this case.  Traci replied that there may not be 

a completion note or end disposition note, and there is no rule requiring one. Traci further explained that 

the USIC locators are in constant contact, even at times on site, with the contractors during the projects 

until completion. If a contractor were to pull out of a job during the locate, the locator should be contacted 

and they would recognize that a new contractor would need to request a new ticket. 

CONTACT WITH JONAS BEDNAREK:

I informed Jonas that the Sun Prairie Police Department still had some questions in regards to  

 involvement in this incident. After the review of the statement provided by  and  

legal representation, we identified several questions were not answered and requested some 

additional clarification.  Jonas advised to send over additional questions and they would review them.  

Jonas further stated he would not allow police to interview his client. 

This completed my involvement on this date. 

Sergeant Ryan Cox/rdc/sjb

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  COX, RYAN

SP1800012009.49 RYAN COX 10/16/18

ATTACHMENTS:

On October 9, 2018, I received an email from DCI Special Agent, Deputy State Fire Marshall, Ryan 

Windorff.  This email contained nine attached documents, which included his reports and copies of 
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subpoenas and emails pertaining to this investigation.  These documents were emailed to our Records 

Department to be added to the attachments under this case on October 16, 2018. 

Sergeant Ryan Cox/rdc/sjb

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  WITNESS STATEMENT Officer:  COX, RYAN

SP1800012009.50 DET. SGT. RYAN COX 10/17/18

FIELD REPORT

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On Oct. 5th, 2018, I was on duty in my role as detective sergeant for the Sun Prairie Police Department. 

On this date I spoke with Bill Brown from the Dane County District Attorney's Office reference this case. 

Specifically, we discussed the matter of a written statement provided by   attorney. 

According to email correspondence, the original statement was placed in Bill Brown's mailbox. Bill 

Brown emailed me a copy of Attorney Jonas Bednarek's written response to our listed questions that 

were submitted to  and  legal representation.

The pdf version of the response is attached to this case. It is entitled (COR Atty Bednarek 10-5-18.pdf).

REVIEW OF RESPONSE:

The document provided 54 pages of information including an explanation of   marking 

and interaction with Cal Jensen of Jet Underground. The document also provides Exhibits A - G. 

Exhibit A is a copy of a portion of Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 182 (Miscellaneous Corporate 

Provisions; Turnpike Corporations.

Exhibit B is a copy of "Diggers Hotline; Know what's below. Every single time you dig." This is a 

guideline. 

Exhibit C is a copy of Ticket Detail: 20182112147 requested on May 22nd, 2018 by Jim Jensen (Jet 

Underground), and Ticket Detail: 20182117318 requested on May 23, 2018 by Jim Jensen (Jet 

Underground).     

Exhibit D is a copy of USIC's documenting system with several notes inputted by   on 

June 7th, 2018. This includes a highlighted portion dated 6/7 01:41 PM CDT Note "Went over other 

marks with Cal and explained things". 

Exhibit E is a google image satellite map of the incident location (W. Main St. at N. Bristol St., Sun 

Prairie, WI.) There are markings on the map which appear to indicate the gas line, entry pit and strike 

location.  

Exhibit F shows two photos of markings along N. Bristol St. 
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Exhibit G shows two photos of gas markings indicating a "T" on N. Bristol St. crossing from the west to 

the east. 

The explanation provided did not answer the complete list of questions submitted, but did give some 

information regarding to the lack of marking within the intersection of N. Bristol St. and W. Main St. as of 

July 10th, 2018. To summarize the statement, it indicates that   was advised by Jet 

Underground they were no longer going to complete the project due to concerns in the intersection. 

Specifically, the statement claims   met with Cal Jensen on June 7th, and discussed the 

excavation plans. During this conversation, Cal Jensen informed   that Jet Underground 

would begin working north of the bar on Bristol and head north past Angell St .  The statement further 

indicates that   began marking utilities on June 8th and June 10th. 

  then did not complete the remaining locate ticket believing that any new contractor for this 

job ticket would have to request a new locate. This would account for the lack of markings on the struck 

line within the intersection.

The statement also indicated that VC Tech were then operating under the original ticket pulled by Jet 

Underground, well outside the 10 days from when the request was started and on a ticket from another 

contractor.

Ryan Cox/rdc/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  COX, RYAN

SP1800012009.51 DET. SGT. RYAN COX 10/18/18

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On Oct. 18th, 2018, I was employed as the Detective Sergeant for the Sun Prairie Police Department.  I 

was conducting follow-up interviews reference this incident throughout the morning. 

On Oct. 18th, 2018, at approximately 8:30am, I was able to speak with Cal Jensen from Jet 

Underground over the phone. 

STATEMENT FROM CAL JENSEN:

I advised Cal Jensen the reason for my call was to follow up with some information I had received 

recently in regards to this investigation. Cal agreed to speak with me about the incident. 

I asked Cal, if during his conversation with the USIC Locator (   where he notified  

that he wasn't going to do the job as originally planned in the intersection of W. Main St. at N. Bristol St., 

did the USIC Locator (   advise Cal that  would discontinue  locate work. Cal 

advised that the USIC Locator (   did not tell Cal if  was going to stop or complete the 
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locate. Cal further elaborated he had already seen locate marks in the area of the ticket including the 

intersection from the locator, but could not recall what it looked like. 

I also asked Cal if he took any photographs during his visit to the site, and he advised he did not. 

I asked Cal if during his conversation with Bear Communications (Darryl and James) if the completion 

of the locate was mentioned. It was not.  

Cal further clarified that he did not tell the USIC Locator (   that he wasn't going to 

complete the job, he told  he wasn't going to complete the project the way it was currently 

planned. Cal's goal was to propose a new plan to Bear, and that is when Bear found a new contractor to 

dig. 

I also spoke with Cal on his understanding of if a contractor can work on another contractor's ticket. Cal 

stated he did not think a different contractor than the original ticket puller could work on that ticket , but he 

was recently told by OSHA of some differing information. 

This completed my contact with Cal Jensen of Jet Underground. 

STATEMENT FROM KARL VOECK (OSHA):

On Oct. 18th, at approximately 8:40am, I placed a phone call to Karl Voeck, Safety Compliance Officer 

with OSHA. 

I spoke with Voeck reference Cal Jensen's comments on his conversation with an OSHA 

representative.  Voeck advised he was the one who spoke with Cal Jensen recently. Voeck clarified 

their conversation centered around OSHA applicable violations rather than specific state statutes . 

Voeck further advised he was not aware of any specific OSHA standard which would limit the work 

being complete on a ticket to the original ticket requester. 

I asked Voeck if he believed it was a common occurrence to find contractors working on tickets that 

were pulled by a different contractor. Voeck replied it was probably a lot more common that I thought. 

ATTEMPTED CONTACT WITH JAMES EJIOGU (BEAR COMMUNICATIONS):

On Oct. 18th, 2018 at 9:06am, I left a voicemail for James Ejiogu to call me back reference this incident. 

On Oct. 19th, 2018 10:34am, I received a phone call from James Ejiogu. I advised James of the 

reasons for my original phone call and thanked him for the return phone call. 

I confirmed with James that the original ticket pulled by Jet Underground had work being conducted the 

entire time north of the involved intersection of W. Main St. and N. Bristol St. still covered by that original 

ticket.  
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James denied ever being informed by   or any person from USIC that the utility locate 

wasn't completed in its entirety. James was advised by an employee of PUSH named Andrew (another 

contracted digging company) that the locate had been completed, and it covered the intersection of W. 

Main St. and N. Bristol St. 

This was the reason why James told   from VC Tech that the ticket was still good to go and 

asked them to begin work. 

SGT. RYAN COX/rdc/hds

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HALL, DAVID

SP1800012009.52 DAVID HALL 10/18/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Other Agency

Dane County District Attorney’s Office

Other Officer

Assistant District Attorney William Brown

Business

USIC

Strang Bradley, LLC

Attorney

Dean Strang (Strang Bradley, LLC)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE HEARING CANCELLED:

The Order to Show Cause hearing was scheduled for 8/15/2018 at 8:30 a.m. with Judge Mitchell.  The 

hearing was cancelled after Attorney Dean Strang, representing USIC, from Strang Bradley, LLC 

requested an adjournment for the hearing.  

The Order to Show Cause hearing was rescheduled for 8/23/2018 at 3:00 p.m.  

On 8/22/2018 (Wednesday), I received information from Assistant District Attorney William Brown from 

the Dane County District Attorney’s Office that he received the majority of the documents sought from 

the subpoena.  The District Attorney’s Office reached a deal with Strang Bradley, LLC (and USIC) and 

the Order to Show Cause hearing was cancelled.
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USIC DOCUMENTS:

On 8/23/2018 (Thursday), I met with Assistant District Attorney Brown at the District Attorney’s Office, 

located at 215 South Hamilton Street in Madison.  ADA Brown turned over documents he received from 

Strang Bradley, LLC that were from USIC.  The documents were turned over to me at approximately 

11:58 a.m.  ADA Brown said he was waiting for the hours worked by   and  

performance reviews.  ADA Brown anticipated receipt at the end of this week or early next week.  

ADA Brown said the USIC policy and training materials were not provided either .  Those records 

contain trade secrets and the future process for obtaining or reviewing those records still needs to be 

determined.  

I maintained custody and control of the documents, made copies and entered the originals into the Sun 

Prairie Property System as evidence of this investigation under barcode 62589.  The copies have been 

attached to this report for information.

DRUG SCREENING RESULTS –  

One document I received from USIC was a six-page packet-containing drug screening results for 

testing that   submitted to on 6/02/2017, 5/17/2018 and 7/11/2018.  

All drug testing had collection sites of  

.  The reports I received from USIC were printed on 

7/20/2018 and had “escreen” printed in the upper left corner of the Specimen Result Certificate for each 

testing date.  

The medical review officer assigned to the drug screenings was  

.  

All test results were negative.  
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On 8/23/2018 at 1:02 p.m., I received an email from ADA Brown from the Dane County District 

Attorney’s Office.  ADA Brown forwarded an email from Attorney Dean Strang.  Dean and attached 

  work schedule from 6/10/2018 to 7/10/2018.  Dean told ADA Brown that he received 

the time schedule from USIC’s outside counsel.  Dean said USIC outside counsel believes  may 

have had one six-month review.  If the six-month review is located, Dean will provide it to the DA’s 

Office.    

I saved the .pdf and email containing  work hours in Arbitrator as evidence.  A copy of both 

have been attached to this report for information.

I reviewed  work hours for the week of 7/09/2018.   worked 11.67 hours on 7/09/2017 

(6:52 a.m. to 6:32 p.m.).   worked 11.16 hours on 7/10/2017 (7:07 a.m. to 6:16 p.m.).  

The most work hours  worked in one day was 13.63 (7/05/2018).   worked 26 days 

between 6/10/2018 and 7/10/2018 (31 days total).  The average hours worked over the course of those 

26 days was 9.28.

On 8/30/2018 at 10:28 a.m., I emailed Assistant District Attorney William Brown to see if USIC and 

Dean Strang have the six-month review they were looking for.
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On 9/04/2018 at 3:48 p.m., Assistant District Attorney William Brown emailed me a .pdf of  

 six-month review.  On 9/10/2018, I saved the review in Arbitrator as evidence.  A copy of the 

review was attached to this report for information.

I did not observe any adverse information in  review.  

Assistant District Attorney Brown advised that USIC would fulfill the subpoena requirement for the USIC 

policies and/or standard operating procedures.  Dean Strang, who was representing USIC, advised 

that documents could be reviewed at the Dane County District Attorney’s Office or investigators could 

attend the training in Indianapolis, Indiana.    

On 10/09/2018, Sun Prairie Detective Sergeant Ryan Cox and Detective Mike Hartman reviewed USIC 

training materials and spoke with Tracy Martinez.  See their reports for further information.

QUESTIONS SUBMITTED TO   AND USIC:

On 9/19/2018 (Wednesday), I submitted questions to   USIC and their legal 

representatives through Assistant District Attorney William Brown.  The questions that were submitted 

have been attached to this report for reference.

On 10/05/2018 (Friday), ADA Brown received answers to the submitted questions and forwarded them 

to the investigators, including me.  Detective Sergeant Ryan Cox reviewed the response and attached it 

to this report.  See Detective Sergeant Cox’s report for further information.

SUBPOENA RETURN:

On 10/18/2018 (Thursday), I completed a subpoena return and asked Sun Prairie Court Officer Nicole 

Vedvik to return it to the Dane County Clerk of Courts.  I removed the subpoena from temporary locker 

73 at approximately 5:00 p.m. and moved it to temporary locker 82.   

A copy of the return has been attached to this report for information.

END OF REPORT

David Hall/dh/kg

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  EVIDENCE Officer:  VEDVIK, NICOLE

SP1800012009.53 NICOLE VEDVIK 10/22/18

SUBPOENA FOR DOCUMENTS / MOTION FOR ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE:

On Thursday, October 18, 2018, I received an email from Detective David Hall advising he placed a 
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Subpoena for Documents and Motion for Order to Show Cause reference this case investigation in 

temporary locker 82 of our east precinct. Detective Hall requested my assistance in filing those 

documents with the Dane County Clerk of Courts.

On Friday, October 19, Evidence Officer Todd Lukens retrieved the documents from temporary locker 

82 and turned them over to me. The documents remained in my continuous custody. I made one copy of 

each set of documents and on that same date at approximately 1:00 p.m. transported them to the Dane 

County Clerk of Courts, 215 S. Hamilton St., Madison WI 53703. While at the Dane County Clerk of 

Courts, they retained the copies of the documents for filing purposes. The original documents were 

stamped “Filed Oct 19 2018 Dane County Circuit Court” and case numbers were written at the top by 

Clerk of Courts staff (18GF008082 - Subpoena for Documents; 18GF008066 Motion for Order to Show 

Cause).

Upon my return to the Sun Prairie Police Department east side facility on October 19, 2018, I scanned 

the documents and attached the PDF’s to the case report. I packaged the documents in separate large 

manila envelopes to which I applied Barcode 63161 (Subpoena for Documents) and Barcode 63160 

(Motion for Order to Show Cause). I sealed the envelopes with evidence tape and marked the tape with 

my initials and the date. At approximately 3:30 p.m., I placed both sealed packages in temporary locker 

79. The proper movements were done in the Global Records Management System showing the 

property in our evidence system. 

COURT OFFICER NICOLE VEDVIK/nv

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  BARTNICK, SCOTT

SP1800012009.54 DETECTIVE SCOTT BARTNICK 08/30/2018

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS

Nemitz, Allan L., interviewed, WI DL

INTERVIEW OF ALLAN NEMITZ

On 08/30/2018 at 10:00 a.m., I did make contact with Allan Nemitz at the Sun Prairie Police 

Department. He did respond to this location on my request to give a statement reference the events that 

took place for him on the explosion evening. 

Nemitz relayed the following information to me. He stated that he has been employed with WE Energies 

since ’99 in Sun Prairie. Two years before that, he was down in Monroe, and he is a Gas Technician. He 

states that his normal work hour ends at 4:00 p.m.
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He did stated that on the evening of the night of the explosion, he was on call. He described his on-call 

to taking his truck and all of his equipment to his residence. He believes he got done at a normal time at 

approximately 4:00 p.m. where he went home. He did state that he went to the Chinese Store to get 

some food. He couldn’t remember the exact time that he got the call, but stated that once he got it, it 

came in as what he described as “an A1” which is the highest priority. This was dispatched to him 

through his employer. He knows this call to indicate that that’s the highest priority and that he needed to 

get there as soon as possible. He stated he drove back to his residence, dropped off the food, picked 

up his work truck, and headed from his residence which was in Cottage Grove to Sun Prairie. He did 

state that his vehicle does have a GPS that his monitored by his employer as well. He stated when he 

arrived to this call, he approached the building from Main St. heading in a westerly direction. He stated 

that the vehicles had already been restricted and that there was police sitting at the intersection. He was 

waived past the initial squad car and stated that he drove his vehicle westbound on Main St. and parked 

it on the north side of Main St. just south of the fire truck engine. He described this to be out in front of 

the tavern which he later described as Wagner’s. Once he arrived, he did speak with the firefighters at 

the scene. He could not remember the name or badge number of the person he talked to. Once he 

arrived at that location, he was advised that the buildings were filling up with gas. He was told that 

evacuation was started. He could tell by the evacuation process and the urgency from the Fire 

Department that he was going to need assistance. He did respond back to his vehicle and contacted 

dispatch indicating that they need to pool up all their resources as they were going to need it. At this 

time he stated that he could not smell or hear it. He described that he started to walk down Main St. 

towards the gas leak to the west. He stated he believed he got approximately the center line of N. 

Bristol St. just north of the crosswalk that crosses N. Bristol St. in an east and west fashion. He 

indicated that there were several other firefighters there. He described this to be collecting information 

that he needed to relay to the dispatch center so that they could give him accurate information on how to 

control the gas. When he got to this described location, he stated that the explosion took place. 

After the explosion, he remembers becoming conscious, leaning up next to the pole in the northeast 

corner of Main and N. Bristol St. At this time,  

. He does believe that the iconic Barr House sign that was on the east wall had struck 

him because he had to pull himself from underneath the sign. He was able to drag himself over into the 

first business, which was described as 100 Main St. into their doorway. He laid there for a short period 

of time trying to get his wits and determine if he was ok.  

Once 

he determined that he was injured but physically able to move, he got up and started to shut off the 

gases. He describes what he could remember as going to the north east and south east corners of the 

intersection and turning off gasses to 113, 114, 128, and 122. He did also indicate that he went to the 

old Verizon building and Salvatore’s and shut off their gas as well. At this time, he indicated that his 

employer, Travis Waldschmidt arrived.

Nemitz indicated that he assisted using his equipment to check the manhole covers for gas. He 

described that once he got over to the Verizon area and met up with some of this other employees , they 

realized how much of injuries that he had and he stated that he was requested to stop working and go 

via ambulance to the hospital.
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 He has not returned 

back to work and is unsure if he is going to be able to.  

 

Nemitz did describe what happens when he gets there. He stated that the protocol is that his arrival time 

is documented via the GPS. He indicates where the leaks are at that he sees and that is returned back 

to his dispatch center. The dispatch center is in contact with a 24/7 on call engineer. That engineer has 

the ability to view the entire intersection and all of their product that is underground. Once they have 

determined the locations of the breaks and also the abilities to shut them off that information is then 

returned back to him where he can complete it. All of the valves and everything that needs to be shut off 

is generated and completed by this engineer. He relays this information to them and then that 

information is used to collect that data. 

At this time this was all the information that Nemitz relayed to me and no further questions were asked. 

Detective Scott Bartnick/hds

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.55 MICHAEL HARTMAN 11/01/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Jensen, Calvin J., interviewed, identified verbally

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On November 1, 2018 (Thursday) at 8:00 am, I was working as a detective for the City of Sun Prairie 

Police Department, wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification. I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau, working a shift 

from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.

CONTACT WITH CALVIN JENSEN:

On November 1, 2018 at approximately 12:20 pm, I made contact with Calvin Jensen via phone at 

. I informed Calvin that I wanted to follow up with him reference this investigation.

Calvin stated that he was surveying the area around N. Bristol St. and Main St. in Sun Prairie 

approximately four to six weeks prior to the explosion. Calvin was with two employees of Bear 

Communication that he verbally identified as Darryl and James. The group was walking around the area 
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of the above intersection talking about how to approach the underground boring work in the area. Calvin 

noticed the amount of buildings, above ground utilities and old underground utility markings in the area. 

Calvin discussed the amount of additional work he believed would need to be completed with James 

and Darryl from Bear Communications. Calvin stated that he believed they would need to remove 

pieces of sidewalk and possibly cut into the street to complete the boring work. Calvin also discussed 

that he may need to rent additional equipment like steel plating to cover holes in the street or sidewalk 

while working in the area.

Calvin stated that the meeting with James and Darryl lasted approximately 10 minutes. Calvin stated 

that when talking with James and Darryl that he never told them the job was too dangerous to complete 

but would just require additional work on his part. On the same day that Calvin met with the subjects 

from Bear, Calvin also met with an employee from USIC.

Calvin stated that he informed the USIC employee that based on his observations of the intersection 

that Jet Underground was going to start work several hundred feet north of the intersection of Main St. 

and N. Bristol St. Calvin informed the USIC employee that he would be in touch with him in the future 

when they were going to return to complete the boring work in the intersection. Calvin does not know if 

the intersection was marked or not by USIC after his conversation with the employee. Calvin stated that 

when he planned on returning to complete the work at the intersection, he would have called USIC or 

met with USIC in person to confirm if the intersection had been marked or not prior to beginning work. 

Calvin stated that he prefers to meet with other contractors in person to discuss jobs. Calvin stated that 

it is not unusual for Jet Underground to skip the intersections, as they are more complicated sections of 

a job until the end.

Calvin never discussed a specific time when he planned on returning to complete the boring work in the 

intersection with the USIC employee. Calvin also stated that he did not discuss when the project needed 

to be complete with the USIC employee as he is not even aware when the projected needed to be 

completed.

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.56 MICHAEL HARTMAN 11/02/2018

FIELD REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF CONTACTS:

Ejiogu, James, interviewed, identified verbally

INITIAL INFORMATION:

On November 2, 2018 (Friday) at 2:00 pm, I was working as a detective for the City of Sun Prairie 

Police Department, wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification. I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau, working a shift 

from 2:00 pm to 10:00 pm.
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CONTACT WITH JAMES EJIOGU:

On November 2, 2018 at approximately 2:46 pm, I made contact with a male verbally identified as 

James Ejiogu via phone at . I informed James that I had several follow up questions for 

him reference this investigation.

James stated that Jet Underground was going to start north of the intersection of Main St. at Bristol St. 

working north towards Windsor St. James stated that Jet Underground never stated they were not going 

to complete the boring for the above intersection. James stated that Bear Communications contracted 

with VC Tech to complete the boring under the above intersection so that the job would be completed 

sooner, without having to wait for Jet Underground to return to complete the intersection. As of the date 

of this contact with James, Jet Underground is still performing work for Bear Communications.

James stated that there was nothing unusual or more dangerous about the intersection of Main St. and 

N. Bristol St. James stated it’s an older city (Sun Prairie) therefore the job might require more spot 

holes being dug to avoid any issues.

Detective Michael Hartman/mh/sah

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  COX, RYAN

SP1800012009.57 SGT. RYAN COX 12/05/18

WI STATE PATROL ASSISTANCE:

On December 3rd, 2018, I was on duty in my assigned role as Detective Sergeant for the Sun Prairie 

Police Department. 

At 8:38am, I received an email from WI State Patrol (Accredited Reconstruction Specialist - ACTAR 

#2709) Peter Moe.   This email was previously requested by myself for transfer of both reports 

generated by their agency in regards to this investigation, and the scale diagram that was created. 

Moe and WI State Patrol Inspector Ashleigh Giese completed reports documenting their efforts to assist 

with completing a forensic mapping of the explosion scene. Three .pdf documents were attached to this 

email, and have been attached to the documents section of this report. 

The attachments include both officer's reports and the scale diagram created from the forensic 

mapping. 

SGT. RYAN COX/rdc

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  HARTMAN, MICHAEL

SP1800012009.58 MICHAEL HARTMAN 12/07/2018
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INITIAL INFORMATION:

On December 7, 2018 (Friday) at 2:00 pm, I was working as a Detective for the City of Sun Prairie 

Police Department wearing plain clothes and identifying myself with a department issued badge and 

identification. I was assigned to the Sun Prairie Police Department Detective Bureau working from 2:00 

pm until 10:00 pm.

ADDITIONAL CONTACTS:

The Sun Prairie Police Department received contact from various subjects that wanted to provide 

information about their experiences with US Infrastructure Company (USIC).  Detective Hall, Detective 

Messenger and I assisted one another in following up with the various subjects who contacted the Sun 

Prairie Police Department.  

On November 2, 2018 (Friday) at approximately 4:44 pm, I spoke with a subject via phone at 

 who only wanted to identify himself as Pete. Pete provided information reference his 

experience with USIC. The information provided by Pete did not appear to be directly relevant to this 

investigation.  

On or around Monday November 5, 2018, Detective Hall had contact with a former employee of USIC. 

Detective Hall knows the identity and has the ability to re-contact the former employee if needed but 

they requested to remain anonymous. The information provided by the former employee did not appear 

to be directly relevant to this investigation.     

On November 8, 2018 (Thursday) at approximately 4:43pm, Detective Messenger and I made contact 

with a subject verbally identified as David M. Zuehlke (date of birth ). Detective Messenger 

and I conducted an interview with Zuehlke in the City of Appleton. The information provided by Zuehlke 

did not appear to be directly relevant to this investigation.     

Detective Hartman/mh/hds

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  BARTNICK, SCOTT

SP1800012009.59 DET. SCOTT BARTNICK 12/10/18

FINAL AUTOPSY REPORT

On 12/10/18 I received an email from Medicolegal Investigator Brandee Godfrey. Godfrey indicated that 

Dr. Rogalska had completed her final autopsy report for Cory Barr. Dr. Rogalska determined the cause 

of death to be multiple blunt force injuries to the head, torso, and extremities. The manner of death to be 

Accident, Firefighter injured during explosion.
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Godfrey indicated she contacted and notified family of results. 

A copy of the final autopsy report will be attached to this report . 

NFA

Det. Scott Bartnick/hds

 INCIDENT SUPPLEMENT  -  INVESTIGATION Officer:  COX, RYAN

SP1800012009.60 DET. SGT. RYAN COX 12/7/18

CASE SUMMARY:

On Tuesday, July 10, 2018, the Sun Prairie Police Department along with the Sun Prairie Fire 

Department responded to a report of a gas leak in the intersection of W. Main Street and N. Bristol 

Street, in the City of Sun Prairie, Dane County, WI. 

During the response and evacuation, gas from a struck, buried WE Energies gas line found an ignition 

source causing a large explosion, which destroyed the Barr House, the Professional Building, and 

Razor Sharp Printing. Subsequently, several fires started with a large fire occurring near the Glass 

Nickel Pizza building. The fire at Glass Nickel became fully involved and ultimately destroyed, the 

building as well as the business to the west of Glass Nickel; the former Water Tower Chop House. There 

was a private residence to the west of Water Tower Chop House, which also became fully involved by 

the fire and was ultimately destroyed. 

As a result, a firefighter, Captain Cory Barr was fatally injured. Others injured as a result of the explosion 

included firefighters, police officers, and civilians. 

Over the course of the next several weeks, the Sun Prairie Police Department began investigating the 

cause of the struck gas line and explosion. This was done with assistance from the Department of 

Justice, Division of Criminal Investigations - State Fire Marshal’s Office. 

The investigation determined a buried WE Energies gas line was struck during an underground 

directional boring project in order to lay fiber optic cable. The primary businesses identified as being 

involved were as follows: 

Verizon Wireless Inc. contracted BEAR Communications for the fiber optic installation project. 

BEAR Communications contracted several underground digging companies in order to complete 

several projects throughout the City of Sun Prairie. As it relates to the intersection of W. Main Street and 

N. Bristol Street, and more specifically the struck gas line, two digging companies were contracted; Jet 

Underground and VC Tech. 
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Initially, Jet Underground was first contracted to complete the fiber optic installation which would involve 

digging on N. Bristol Street from Windsor Street south to W. Main Street along the west side of the 

road. A work ticket was requested through Digger’s Hotline by Jet Underground on May 22, 2018. A 

second ticket was requested on May 23, 2018. 

USIC is the identified utility locating company for this area. For this specific incident, a USIC Locator, 

identified as   was responsible for marking the intersection of N. Bristol Street and W. 

Main Street under the ticket pulled by Jet Underground. A subpoena issued to USIC was required to 

receive information on the tickets encompassing this incident. After review of those tickets, it was 

determined   began locating and marking utilities on June 10, 2018. There were also 

notes documented through USIC of markings on June 26, 2018. 

Statements were obtained by the involved employees of Jet Underground. After several months of 

requests made by our department and the State Fire Marshal’s Office, USIC   and  

legal representation provided an official statement. 

It was determined that during the week of July 2nd through July 6th, a conversation was had between 

Cal Jensen of Jet Underground and   of USIC. Cal Jensen informed   that 

Jet Underground would not be completing the project as originally planned. Because of this 

conversation,   did not complete the utility locate into the intersection of W. Main Street 

at N. Bristol Street.  This caused the 4” Main which has a “T” intersection with a 2” line running to the 

east from the Main to not be properly marked (painted) on the roadway.    did not inform 

Jet Underground of this decision. This information was, allegedly, not relayed to BEAR 

Communications. 

BEAR Communications, due to deadlines, contracted another digging company instead of Jet 

Underground in order to complete the project. The new company was identified as VC Tech. VC Tech 

was already in contact with BEAR Communications for projects in other areas of Sun Prairie. VC Tech 

requested the ticket information from BEAR Communications, and was advised the ticket was still 

good. This was the original ticket pulled by Jet Underground on May 23, 2018. VC Tech was operating 

on a different contractor’s ticket. It was unknown to VC Tech that the locate was not completed through 

the intersection. While on site, several utilities were visibly marked, including gas lines. 

Based on statements from BEAR Communications, work began north of this intersection which was still 

in relation to the original ticket pulled by Jet Underground. Wisconsin State Statute; 182.0175(2), does 

not specify that one contractor can’t work under another contractor’s ticket, though it is known as best 

practice through Digger’s Hotline Guidelines to pull a refresh ticket. This statute also specifies that each 

excavator is responsible for assuring locates are completed. When VC Tech was informed by BEAR 

Communications the ticket and therefore the locate was good, it was believed by VC Tech the locate 

had been completed. 

VC Tech began the job on July 10, 2018. VC Tech conducted drilling along the west side of N. Bristol 

Street near Angell Street towards W. Main Street. There were utility markings on the sidewalk, and it 

appeared VC Tech conducted their drilling to industry standards. The utility markings continued south to 
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the intersection, but there were no markings at the gas line "T" intersection near the northwest corner of 

the intersection in the roadway. 

Due to the gas lines not being marked in the intersection of W. Main Street at N. Bristol Street, the line 

was struck during the directional boring and fiber optic cable installation. From examination of the 

evidence, it is likely the line was penetrated and pulled open by the “finger sleeve” conduit which was 

attached to the bore rod used to pull the fiber optic cable back north to the boring equipment. Upon 

recognizing the struck line,   from VC Tech immediately called 911.

After reviewing all statements provided, it has been determined that no probable cause exists to charge 

any single person of a crime. This decision was made in conjunction with DCI State Fire Marshal’s 

Office, the Dane County District Attorney’s Office, and the Wisconsin Attorney General’s Office. 

. 

Sergeant Ryan Cox/rdc/hds
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