
Crime Occurs

Police Investigation
Not enough evidence

for referral to
district attorney

Suspect identified:
May or may not be
taken into custody

Police reports referred to
district attorney

No Charges
Issued

Criminal Complaint Filed
(the document that formally

charges someone with a crime)

Pretrial/Status ConferenceTrial

Finding of Not Guilty

Finding of Guilty

Plea of Guilty or
No Contest

Plea of Not Guilty or *Plea
of Not Guilty by Reason of
Mental Disease or Defect

Motion  Hearing

Dismissal

Change of plea

Sentencing

FELONY  PROCEDURE

Initial Appearance in Court

Post sentencing hearings may occur.
Post sentencing hearings may include: appeals,
modification of sentence or restitution hearing.

*there are additional hearings
to determine competency

Preliminary Hearing

Bound Over For Trial

Presentence Investigation
(if ordered)

Arraignment

Dismissed
(No Probable Cause)


