Law Enforcement Duty to Report Suspected Trafficking of a Child
To the Local Child Welfare Agency

Wisconsin Department of Justice
October 2018

Summary: Law enforcement is required to refer reports to the local child welfare agency of all
suspected cases of Trafficking of a Child and suspicion of permitting, allowing or encouraging a
child to violate the prostitution statute, REGARDLESS of the relationship of the suspected
perpetrator to the child (caregiver or non-caregiver):

Suspicion of permitting, allowing or
encouraging a child to violate

§ 944.30(1m) [prostitution].

Suspected § 948.051
Trafficking of a Child

-

Law enforcement referral to the county child
welfare agency or Division of Milwaukee Child
Protective Services is REQUIRED within 12
hours (excluding Saturday, Sundays and legal
holidays). See § 48.981(3)(a)2.

I County contacts on reverse

Note: Reporting solely to a tribal child welfare agency is
\ insufficient. The county authority must also be contacted. /

If alleged maltreater is NOT A CAREGIVER oris a
CAREGIVER or is UNKNOWN: the CPS agency
shall evaluate the report pursuant to § 48.981(3)(c).

Trafficking of a Child

Trafficking of a Child is a Class C felony that involves any of the following ACTS: Whoever knowingly
recruits, entices, provides, obtains, harbors, transports, patronizes, or solicits any child or attempts to do the same...

...For the PURPOSE of a commercial sex act. See §948.051.

Commercial sex act: sexual contact, sexual intercourse, sexually explicit performance and any other conduct
done for the purpose of sexual humiliation, degradation, arousal or gratification for which anything of value is
given to, promised, or received, directly or indirectly, by any person. See § 940.302(1)(a).


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/48/I/02/1/d
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/948/051
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/48/XX/981/3/c
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/48/XX/981/3/a/2https:/docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/48/XX/981/3/a/2
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