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.iori/reques-t my opinion whethm thf Wisconsin Tax Appeals 
Conmission, which is composed of five members, is required to 
g i v e  notice to a newspaper which has f i l e d  a w r i t t e n  r e q u e s t  
with athe chief presiding officer of the Commission, of contested 
hearings, pre-hearing conferences and motions in contested cases 
which are scheduled for hearing or consideration before a single 
member of the Commission or heari-ng e x m i n e r  as permitted by 
sec .  7 3 . 0 1 ( 4 )  ( b ) ,  S t a t s .  

I am of the opinion that the answer  is no f o r  the reason 
that the requirements of secs .  19.83, l9.85(1), Stats., are 
only applicable to meetings of governmental bodies. S e c t i o n  
9 82 ( 1 )  , ( 2 )  , S t a t s . ,  p r o v i d e s :  

(1) "Governmental body" means a s t a t e  or 
l o c a l  agency,  board,  commi.ssion, cornmi-ttee, 
council, department or public body corporate 
and politic created by constitution, statute, 
ordinance, rule or order; a governmental or 
quasi-governmental corporation; or a formally 
constituted subunit of any of the foregoi~lg, 
but excludes any s u c h  body or committee or 
subunit of such body which  i s  formed f o r  
or m e e t i n g  f o r  the purpose  of c o l l e c t i v e  
b a r g a i n i n g  unde r  subch.  IV or V o f  ch. 111. 
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( 2  f "Meeting" means the convening  of 
members of a governmenta l  body fo r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  of e x e r c i s i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  
a u t h o r i t y ,  power o r  d u t i e s  d e l e g a t e d  t o  or 
v e s t e d  i n  t h e  body. I f  one -ha l f  or more 
of t h e  members of a  g o v e r n m e n t a l  body a r e  
present, the meet ing  is rcbuttabl-y presumed 
t o  be f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of e x e r c i s i n g  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  a u t h o r i t y ,  power, o r  d u t i e s  
delegated t o  or ves t ed  i n  t h e  body. The 
t e r m  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  any s o c i a l  or chance 
g a t h e r i n g  o r  c o n f e r e n c e  which i s  not 
i n t e n d e d  to a ~ / + ( ~ i d  t h i s  s u b c h a p t e r .  

I n  t h e  instance you se t  f o r t h ,  t h e  h e a r i n g  i s  open t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  by r e a s o n  of sec. 7 3 . 0 1  ( 4 )  ( a )  , S t a t s .  , b u t  i s  p r e s i d e d  
o v e r  by o n l y  one  commissioner  o r  a h e a r i n g  examiner  and s u c h  
s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  do  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a governmenta l  body within 
t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  se t  forth i n  sec ,  k 9 , 8 2 ( 1 ) ,  S t a t s ,  See d i s c u s s i o n  
as t o  p r o v i s i o n s  of  fo rmer  l a w s  a t  57 Op. A t t r y  Gen. 2 1 3 ,  216 
(1968), 6 0  O p .  A - t t ' y  Gen. 4 3 ,  50 ( 1 9 7 1 ) .  

I am of the o p i n i o n  t h a t  m e e t i n g s  of t h e  Commission a t t e n d e d  
by a l l  members or  a quorum t h e r e o f ,  h e a r i n g s  conducted  by t h r e e  
or more members of  t h e  Commission, and  c o n f e r e n c e s  ow: m e e t i r ~ g x  of 
t h e  Commission, or  s f  a p a n e l  of  t h r e e  members t o  d i s c u s s  or t o  
d e c i d e  c a s e s  as  p e r m i t t e d  by sec .  7 3 . 0 1 ( 4 )  (b) , S t a t s . ,  are m e e t i n g s  
of g o v e r n m e n t a l  b o d i e s  which must  b e  n o t i c e d  and h e l d  p u r s u a n t  t:o 
all of t h e  requirements of sees .  19.81-19.98,  S t a t s .  --.. S t a t e  v. 
Swanson, 92 Wis. 2d 310,  2 8 4  M.W.2d 655  (1973). A newspaper which --- 
had f i l e d  a written r e q u e s t  with t h e  c h i e f  presiding officer would 
be  e n t i t l e d  t o  notice of s u c h  m e e t i n g s  by reason o f  sec .  19.84 (1) (h) , 
S t a t s .  Members of t h e  body can r e c o n v e n e  i n t o  closed s e s s i o n  f o r  
any of t h e  exempt ions  s e t  f o r t h  i n  sec. 19.85(1), S t a t s . ,  i n c l u d i n g  
d e l i b e r a t i n g  and d e c i d i n g  c a s e s ,  i f  n o t i c e  has been  g i v e n  and 
announcement had been  made as r e q u i r e d  by s e c s .  1 9 . 8 4  ( 2 )  , 19.85 ( 1) , 
S t a t s .  Colicerrls r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c o s t  and d i f f i c u l t y  of c o ~ n p l y i n g  
w i t h  r e q u e s t s  f o r  n o t i c e  by t h e  news media  c a n  be d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e .  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  /,"' 

Bronson G .  L a  ~ o f l e t t e  
A t t o r n e y  General 




