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Dear re. Wale: 

Pursaant to sec. 19.9F, Stats, ,  you recpest m y  advice 
as to procedares t o  fo l low ta c o % ~ l y  w i t h  the o9en meeting 
law. 

You state t h a t  the school dis t r i c t  gave n o t i c e  of % 

r equ l a r  meeting to conveae at 7 t 00 p.m. with  n o t i c e  of C ~ O S  
meeting to convene a t  8830 p.m. The fiaolrrf coxpleted its 
open sess ion  agenda at 7x48  p.n, e3.e presiffent made 
amouncment: tha t  t h e  c losed  sess ion  for t h s  stated purpose 
wculd f m e E i a t e l p  converts. %je s t i on  was marle anc? t h e  Mar6 
w e i t &  cntil. Sr33  p . ~ .  to go i n t o  closccl session.  

"1. I f  n q o v s m e n t n l  b,dy schedules a cloncxl 
session to convene =yen the conclusion of 
bns iness  of an open sess ion ,  an3 pu3lishes 

f ( t h e  t ime f o r  t5e convening of t%e closed 
s e s s ion  on tke agenda or as oart of the 
~ r r b l i c  notice of t h e  onan sess ion ,  does 
nec. l?. 86 ( 2 )  S t a t s .  p r o h i b i t  the qovernn=X~ta1 
Soc?y fror? conveninq the closc?d sessinn at a 
ti= p r i o r . t o  the t i m e  pubLFshe;f?" 

Tho answer is "no," proaiding that  t ? e  pres id ing  aficer 
ntakes Lbe announcenent r e q u i r d  >y sec. l a .  85 (lf , S t a t s .  XO 
real purpose would Se sa-?red by i ~ a i t i n q  u n t i l  the scht?rlul+& 
t i m e  to cosvene in close.$ se s s i cn ,  e r c e ~ t  i n  ca se  ~zhrre t h e  
n o t i c e  a E  meeting state3 t h a t  e,4a board would reconvene i n  
apen seszrian after t h e  schedulec'; cWsd sess ion.  I f  such 
n o t i c e  were inclu:lerl the  boxrcl coulzt n o t  re,=anvc;lc i n  opm 

the closed sess ion.  

"2. >fay a gov%rrix?ntal !;dv co;lve3c in closed 
sess ion  im,e? in te ly  u-on the conclusion of 
L h u s i ~ e . ~ s  o f  an open sess ion ,  xfthaut 
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( 
i nc lu3 in s  tZ1e t i m 2  tiat t h e  ~ l o a e d  session 
33 sc%cduled t o  convene on t h e  aqcnd? or as 
ozrt of the nuhl ic  3otice n E  tile opeii s e ~ s b o n ,  
ig it is m a i f e  'mowr, i n  the n o t i c e  of the 
 pen sess ion  t f ia t  such closed sess ion  w i l l  
take plitcc, wit??out v i o l a t i r q  oec. 19.E4 
12 ) .  a5 long as sec. 19,r35fI)  i s  conplied 
sith?' 

S e c t i m  19.84 (2)  , Stats . ,  provides t 

* (2) Pvery pub l i c  n o t i c e  of a m e t i n g  of a 
q o v . ~ ? ~ e n t a l  body shall set f o r t h  the the, date, 
place and subject nntter of the meeting, iacludlnq 
that intended Eor considera t i?n  at: any cor t tmpla ted  
closed session, in such form a n  is reasonably 
likely to apprise members of t h e  pnb l ic  an3 the 
nors  nerlia thweaf.' 

Tke 5mZy can p u b l f c l y  notice t ha t  a closed session will 
irnucediatel-I fol low the o?on se s s i sn .  h closed s e s s ion  cannot 
3e t h e  f i r s t  order of bus iness  02 a qiven data .  E- en whera 
t h e  cloaed session is to con3uct t h e  p-bary bus iness  on a 
given date, t3e body should convene i n  ooen sess ion ,  c o m ~ l e t e  
any open s e ~ s i o n  bus incsz ,  take a vat:* to  90 into closeil 
sossian and the presiaing officer should make announcensnt 
to  t5ose present 0 4  t h e  purpose of kh.e c losed  session and 
t5e spec iE ic  exemption o f  sec. 13.85(1), Stats., under which 
it i s  claimed to be authorized. The Soard zanmt reconvene 
i n  open se s s ion  wi th in  1 2  hours  a f t e r  c losed  s e s s ion  ou?less 
puSlic notice o f  such sufusewent open -;esafon was a iven  a t  
the sarm time and in the sltlle manaer as the pub l i c  n o t i c e  o 
t h e  meeting convene:? p r i ~ r  t o  tho clastxl session." S e z .  
l?.85(2),  "tat;?. 

"3. U ~ d e r  19.85 (1). is  t h c  verb31 quota t ion  of 
the stlt%s;?ltorv langueqe ox ritlcmm t pcirts 
t?taceof, an3 t h e  ntati ita ni~-&er of a ' s p c i f i c  
exe.;lption' snff iclent  for cnn?l iance w i t h  
the 'nature  or' t h e  ?i-~.;inossr clarrsz i n  t h e  
ch i e f  pre? %ding o f  Eicer  s req~ire.1 announceilent 
to l t h ~ ~ ~  present a t  the L I ~ P I I W J  a t  v h i c h  
t5e no t ion  is naf!eV, hefore a motion t o  
convsne i n  c losed  session is adoptad?" 

T5.e answer i s  'no." Seztinil 19.85 (l) , qtl ts , ,  r e q u i r e s  
announcement of "thn a a t u r e  of tha hqslnass to 5-2 considered 
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a t  such c losed sess ion,  and t h e  s p e c i f i c  exemption o r  exemptions 
under &?is  subsect ion  by vhich  silch closed sess ion is c la ined 
to  he authorize&." J u s t  as reasons j u s t i f y i n q  a c losed  sess ion  
w i l l  vary dopendinq upon tine circzz7atanc+s, t h e  announcenent 
of t h e  "nature  of t h e  bus iness  t o  be consideredm w i l l  yary. 
*.e announcement s h o t ~ i d  be t a i l o r e d  ta the s p e c i a l  circumstances- 
Wwther t h e  nme of t h e  s p e c i f i c  person o r  persons should be 
included is u s u a l l y  w i th in  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  govermenta l  
body. I n  c e r t a i a  cases re fe rence  could be made t o  t h e  pos i t i on  
o r  c l a s s  of persons  h v o l v e d ,  i.e., s ec r e t a ry*  adminis t ra tor ,  
teacher ,  stuclent, etc. Rec i ta t ion  oP the s t a t u t o r y  language 
is appropr ia te  to a i d  i n  i den t i fy inq  t h e  s p e c i f i c  exemption, 
however, most o f  t h e  exemptions d e a l  wi th  a number of sub j ec t s  
and t h e  bodv would n o t  Fn roost cases be concerned with a l l  
su5 j ec t s  wi th in  t h e  exemption. A deqree of s p e c i f i c i t y  is 
t e c e s s a r y  s o  t h a t  t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  body can i n t e l l i g e n t l y  
vo t e  on t h e  motion t o  go i n t o  c losed s e s s ion  and to inform 
t h e  mershers o f  the publ ic  a d  news media pre sen t  of t h e  c l a i s e d  
reason £or c losure .  The s t a t e d  po l i cy  o f  law is t h a t  
'the pub l i c  is e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  and most complete 
information regarbincj t h e  a f f a i r s  nP governnent a s  i s  compati5le 
wi th  t h e  conduct of govermenlzal hsinesc;." 

I suqqest  t h a t  yau discuss ywar s p e c i f i c  concerns w i th  
f ( t h e  a t t o rney  for t h e  school kosrd. 

Sincerely yours,  

3ronson C. La F o l l e t t e  
Attorney General 




