
How to Keep Your Child Safe and What 

to Expect

SNAPCHAT



A Window Into 
Your Child's Life

What is Snapchat?

Snapchat is a picture-sharing app 
that allows users to send pictures 

that will disappear after a selected 
amount of time.

Who can access it? 
Anyone with a smartphone 

Where can they access it? 
Anywhere 

What can they send pictures of? 
Anything



Features

Chat  
 Send pictures or text chats to other users. These images 

and texts are often not policed and disappear after a 
certain length of time. The chat feature can be used to send 

sexually explicit or violent images.

Search 
Search for snapchat stories by username or keyword. 
These stories may contain inappropriate material if 

that's what is being searched for.

Stories
Create a collection of images to show your friends what 
 you're doing for the day. Users can view other people's 
stories to see what they are doing. Some stories may be 
inappropriate. This section also contains featured news 

stories that are often related to adult topics.



But Wait! There's More

Snap Maps
Snapchat's newest feature is a parent's worst 

nightmare. This feature allows a user to show all of 
their friends where they are in the world by simply 

 sharing their location. This feature also allows 
users to see the snap stories posted in an area when 
they click on that area on the map. If the user isn't

in "ghost mode" (not visible to the public), their 
location is updated every time they open the app. 

For more about Snap Maps, visit: 
https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/article/about- 

snap-map2 

New Feature 
Alert!



A C C O R D I N G  

T O  

S N A P C H A T . . .

Does it really disappar?
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What Parents 
Can Do

- Talk to your child about what is 
appropriate to send. The pictures 

they send can be saved by others, so 
encourage them not to send anything 

that they would't want you seeing. 
- Know your child's privacy settings. 
The app takes information such as a 
phone number and birthday. Know 

who can contact your child, view your 
child's story, and see their location. 

- Know who your child is 
snapchatting and who their snap 

friends are. 
- Make your own Snapchat. If you're 
ambitious enough, create your own 

and add your child as a friend.



For more Snapchat safety 
tips, visit the Snapchat 

Safety Center at: 
 https://www.snapchat.com/safety

https://www.snapchat.com/safety

