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Report of the Wisconsin Crime Victims Rights Board
For the period of January through December 2010

I. The Wisconsin Crime Victims Rights Board

The Wisconsin Crime Victims Rights Board (“CVRB”) waated by the legislature in 1998 to
review complaints made by victims of crime alleging@ation of statutory or constitutional
crime victim rights. The Board is comprised of fixa@unteer members who are appointed by
different authorities to serve 4-year terms.

2010 Crime Victims Rights Board Appointees

Trisha Anderson

Victim/Witness Professional Seat Attorney General May 1, 2015
Sheriff Keith Govier
Law Enforcement Seat Attorney General May 1, 2013
Ch_ques McGee WI Crime Victims Council May 1, 2012
Citizen Seat
Carmen Pitre
Citizen Seat Governor May 1, 2011
District Attorney Tim Gruenke WI District Attorney's
District Attorney Seat Association May 1, 2013

Operations & Resources

The CVRB is an independent body with a limited attachrteethe Wisconsin Department of
Justice (DOJ) for administrative purposes. DOJ is byeseéatutorily responsible for providing
resources to support CVRB operations but the work of ¥HeECis not subject to approval or
review of the attorney general. This is accomplisheoluth efficient resource sharing and by
assigning existing DOJ staff to provide case managementtigatdse and legal assistance to
the CVRB, as needed.

Legal Authority
The Crime Victims Rights Board was created by Wiat $5.255(2) and operates by authority
of Wis. Stat. Chapter 950.09 to review and investigate comtplled by victims of crime

regarding their crime victim rights. Wisconsin Admtnagive Code Chapter CVRB 1 prescribes
the procedures for Board operationSe¢ Appendix C for relevant code and statutes.)
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ll. Victims’ Rights Enforcement in Wisconsin
Overview

Every state in the union provides special rights to vetiihicrime. These rights acknowledge
the state’s public safety interest in protecting victimd securing their participation and
cooperation throughout the criminal justice process. istovisin, victims’ rights are outlined in
the state’s constitution and state statutes (contama@gpendix A). Wis. Stat. Chapter 950
assigns specific duties to criminal justice profess®f@l the implementation of rights and the
remedies available to victims if they believe theihtgghave been violated.

Victims’ Rights Compliance Structures

Wisconsin law sets forth a two-tiered system forrtheew of complaints involving victims’
rights: a formal and informal process. The informakpss is conducted by the Department of
Justice; the formal complaint process is conducted bZtmee Victims Rights Board. A victim
must complete the informal process before he or shlgible to participate in the formal
process.

Informal Complaints

The Department of Justice Victim Resource Centervesenformal complaints from victims
through the mail and through its toll-free line (800-446-6564%tivi specialists work with
victims and criminal justice officials to resolve comiplts. The vast majority of concerns are
resolved through this process. More information abautrtformal complaint structure is
available by calling the Victim Resource Center or ordinevww.doj.state.wi.us/cvs

CVRB Formal Complaints

When the informal process is complete, the DOJ Vi§pecialist provides the victim with a
formal complaint form. Receipt of the form by the R initiates the formal complaint process.
A sample form can be found in Appendix B.

lll. The Formal Complaint Process

The operations and procedures of the formal complaimtegsoare prescribed by Wis. Stat.
Chapter 950.09 and Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter CVRBntained in Appendix
C). The CVRB is a quasi-judicial fact-finding body thatd not have a victim advocacy
function. The formal complaint process accordinglfeccts the objective that the rights of the
complainant and respondent are protected with equal vigoiess a threshold of evidence
exists that indicates a right may have been violatedtfier words, unless therepobable
caus@, the CVRB is prohibited from conducting its own investigatof an allegation.

Probable Cause

The CVRB makes its probable cause determination baseg sal¢he information provided by
the complainant, the respondent and the DOJ Victim Sfigtoivho conducted the informal
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review. A finding of probable cause is not a finding of wrongdoing It is a finding that
enough evidence exists to warrant further investigatian.tie purpose of a formal review,
probable cause is defined by Wisconsin Administrative COdRBC1.02(9) as: “A reasonable
basis for belief, supported by facts, circumstancesreagbnable inferences strong enough to
warrant a prudent person to believe that a violation prglies been or is being committed as
alleged in the complaint.”

The following chart illustrates the process used by MBEto determine whether it has
jurisdiction over a complaint and whether there is pbid cause to further investigate a

complaint:

Complainant submits complai

nt and supporting documents to CVRI

CVRB forwards complaint t CVRB requests a summary
respondent(s) with a request fga the action taken by DOJ on the
a response to the allegation(s). complaint.

No Jurisdiction:
Case dismissed
and/ or referred
elsewhere if
appropriate.

The CVRB reviews all submitted materials to detern
whether the complaint is within its jurisdiction (iievolves
<= Victims’ rights as outlined in the statutes) and that t —
allegations were addressed by the DOJ Victim Spetialis
during the informal process.

Issues Not Addresse
During Informal
Process: Remanded t
DOJ

l

PROBABLE CAUSE DECISION

The CVRB reviews all submitted materials to determihether
probable cause exists to believe a violation may hamericed.

appropriate.

The CVRB can issue a Report and
Recommendation without a finding of
probable caus:

No Probable Caus Probable Caust

Case dismissed and/or referred elsewhere |if - Any party or the CVRB may request a
hearing to resolve material issues of fatt;
CVRB may conduct an investigation;
If material facts are uncontested, CVRB
may issue a Final Decision.

Figure 1. Formal Complaint Process: Determining Jurisdicion and Probable Cause
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Fact-Finding

If probable cause is found, the CVRB continues to gd#uts related to the allegations. It can
conduct an investigation and/or hold a hearing. Hearingsarield in every case. Hearings
are held only if necessary to settle disputed issuestdrial fact.

The CVRB hearing procedure is outlined in Wisconsin Adrratsre Code Chapter CVRB 1
(contained in Appendix C). Potential withesses are ifileshtoy the CVRB and by case parties.
The CVRB has subpoena power to secure documents anelistimony of witnesses.
Pursuant to Wisconsin statutes and administrative thdarings are held in closed session.

Parties may be represented throughout proceedings litoameg if they choose. The CVRB
does not have authority to appoint an attorney or to qralgment for the cost of an attorney.
Parties may also have an advocate assist them througjechearing, whether or not the
advocate provides legal representation or legal advi¢earing proceedings are structured to be
accessible to people who might be unfamiliar with legatgedings.

The hearing is chaired by a CVRB member with partiogpasind involvement by all members.
Witnesses are asked questions under oath. Partiesoavechto ask questions of withesses. At
the conclusion of all testimony, parties leave and MBE remains in closed session to
deliberate and determine whether a violation occurreds nlyt necessary for a final decision to
be unanimous.

Final Decisions and Orders

At the conclusion of its fact-finding process, the CVR8&ues a Final Decision and Order. The
Final Decision sets forth findings of fact and conclusiohiaw. If a violation was found to

have occurred, the document includes an order imposingedsefor the violation(s). If no
violation was found, the Final Decision and Order includesrder that dismisses the complaint.

! Wis. Stat. § 19.85(1)(f)provides that a governmental body may convene iredlsession for the purpose of
“[clonsidering financial, medical, social or personalttnies or disciplinary data of specific persons, preliminary
consideration of specific personnel problems or tivestigation of charges against specific persons exdepte
par. (b) applies which, if discussed in public, would be Vikelhave a substantial adverse effect upon the reputatio
of any person referred to in such histories or datapvalved in such problems or investigations.”

Wis. Stat. § 19.85(1)(gprovides that a governmental body may convene in clssssion for the purpose of
“[clonferring with legal counsel for the governmentaldly who is rendering oral or written advice concerning
strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to lidigéat which it is or is likely to become involved.”

Wis. Admin. Code 8 CVRB 1.07(9)provides that “[tjhe board may vote to hold the hegiim closed session
pursuant to s. 19.85(1)(f), Stats. Parties and their ebonsinother advocate, including a family member | dieal
permitted to be present during the entire hearing.”
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Sanctions and Remedies

The CVRB is authorized to impose sanctions as outlin&uig Stat. 950 (contained in
Appendix A). Based on its review of a complaint, AéRB may:

Issue &Private Reprimand of public officials, employees or agencies;
Issue &Public Reprimand of public officials, employees or agencies;
Seek appropriatequitable relief on behalf of a victim;

Bring Civil Actions to assess a forfeiture, not to exceed $1,000.00, for inbexhti
violations (8950.11);

Refer to theJudicial Commissiona violation or alleged violation by a judge.
Reports & Recommendations

The CVRB may issue Reports and Recommendations conceéheirsgcuring of victims’ rights
and services. Such reports can be issued in respoasmioplaint (even without a finding
probable cause on the complaint) or they may be issdegamdent of any specific complaint.

In 2010, the Board issued two Special Reports: a reporteorigtht of speedy disposition and a
report on the duty of law enforcement to provide victinith wpecific written information within
24 hours of contact (both reports are in Appendix Bpecial reports address the provision of
victims’ rights and services in response to issues tis @ multiple jurisdictions. Reports and
Recommendations omit all identifying information and aneeans to share best practices based
on the cases observed by the Board.

Appeal Rights

The procedures for appealing a CVRB decision are governed\ovdt. 8227.52 to 227.59
which provide that any party to the complaint can requesh@aring by the Board or a judicial
review in circuit court (or both). As the basis forehearing or judicial appeal, the petitioner
must show that the decision contains a material effrlarv, a material error of fact or he or she
must providenewly discovereevidence strong enough to warrant a rehearing or judeiadw.

V. 2010 CVRB Cases

In 2010, the Board held seven meetings. There wei@ses before the CVRB in 2010.
Respondents named in 2010 cases included law enforcemeralsfidected village board
officials and prosecutors. The Board issued one privatawmand, one Report and
Recommendation and two Special Reports. Appendix D cordhireports issued in 2010. The
issues raised in 2010 cases are described below:
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Allegations Concerning the Right to Receive Written Informaat from Law Enforcement

Three 2010 cases included allegations concerning a violatite eoight to be provided with
written information from law enforcement within 24 houf€ontact, as required by Wis. Stat.
950.08(29):

Wis. Stat. 950.08(2g)nformation to be provided by law enforcement agenciesNo
later than 24 hours after a law enforcement agency had suntact with a victim of a
crime that the law enforcement agency is responsiblevestigating, the law
enforcement agency shall make a reasonable attemmivlg to the victim written
information on all of the following:

(a) A list of the rights of victims under s. 950.04 (1v).

(b) The availability of compensation under ch. 949 andatitress and telephone number
at which to contact the department for information eoning compensation under ch.
949.

(c) The address and telephone number of the intake wade@gration counsel or

district attorney whom the victim may contact to abiaformation concerning the rights
of victims and to request notice of court proceedings urgl&38.27 (4m) and (6),
938.273 (2), 938.299 (1) (am) and 938.335 (3m) (b) or ss. 971.095 (3) and 9724 (3)
whichever is applicable, and to request the opportunitytiéecainder ss. 938.245 (1m),
938.265 or 938.32 (1) (am) or s. 971.095 (2), whichever is applicable.

(d) The address and telephone number of the custodialyatieid¢he victim may contact
to obtain information concerning the taking into custodgioest of a suspect in
connection with the crime of which he or she is diwvic

(e) The address and telephone number of the custodialyapatd¢he victim may contact
for information concerning release under s. 938.20 or 938.21. &6€, whichever is
appropriate, of a person arrested or taken into custodiidasrime of which he or she is
a victim.

(H Suggested procedures for the victim to follow if helw s subject to threats or
intimidation arising out of his or her cooperation wétv enforcement and prosecution
efforts relating to a crime of which he or she is diwvic

(9) The address and telephone number at which the vicéiyncontact the department or
any local agency that provides victim assistance in dodebtain further information
about services available for victims, including medicalises.

The CVRB issued a Special Report concerning this right to dandenforcement agencies in
complying with the requirements (see Appendix D). The Diemnt of Justice has developed a
sample form that contains all of the elements requoetthis statute. The form can be
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downloaded anddapted for use by local law enforcement agencies
(http://www.doj.state.wi.us/cvs/CVRB.asp) and is include@ppendix D of this report.

Allegations Concerning the Right to a Speedy Disposition of Gase

Three complaints in 2010 alleged a violation of the rigld speedy disposition of the case. In
all cases, the complaints were filed against law eefoent.

Wisconsin Stat. § 950.04 (1v)(kprovides that victims of crime have the right to “a
speedy disposition of the case in which they are ragAhs a victim in order to minimize
the length of time they must endure the stress of tegponsibilities in connection with
the matter.”

In one case, a violation was found to have occurred anyae reprimand was issued. One
case was dismissed; the third case is currently pendingarly 2010, the CVRB issued a
Special Report on the right to a speedy dispositiarsponse to the frequency with which
complaints allege a violation of this right. The reé@mn be found in Appendix D.

Allegations Concerning the Right to Written Information frorthe District Attorney

Two 2010 complaints alleged a violation of Wisconsin St&5&04(1v)(u) to receive
information from district attorneys, as provided undé¥5.08(2r):

Wisconsin Stat. 8 950.08(2rprovides that a district attorney shall make a reasonable
attempt to provide a victim of the crime written infation on all of the following:

(a) A brief statement of the procedure for prosecutingrae.

(b) A list of the rights of victims under s. 950.04(1v) amidrmation about how
to exercise those rights.

(c) The person or agency to notify if the victim changssor her address and
wants to continue to receive notices and servicesrug@s0.04 or 971.095(3).

(d) The availability of compensation under subch. 10f3219, including
information concerning eligibility for compensation ahé procedure for
applying for compensation.

(e) The person to contact for further information aboutagecinvolving the
prosecution of a crime of which he or she is a victim.

A violation was found to have occurred in one case dRédprt and Recommendation

was issued (which can be found in Appendix D). The othe&r calated to this right is
currently pending.
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Allegations Not Enforceable by the CVRB

It is not unusual focomplaints to include a variety of allegations and @ne of those to be
unenforceable by the CVRB. In addition to the allegataesribed above, 2010 cases
contained allegations over which the CVRB did not haxediction, including:

Dissatisfaction with a prosecutor’s charging decision.

Dissatisfaction with the quality of a completed lawoeoément investigation.
Dissatisfaction with the general treatment of a mdby a public employee or official.
Failure of a law enforcement agency to have a writtenptaint policy, as required by
Wis. Stat. § 66.0511(3).

Dissatisfaction with the responsiveness of village @fiscwhen presented with
grievances related to local law enforcement.

Complainants are notified by the CVRB if an allegattannot be addressed by the CVRB.
Final Decisions include information about why an allegaisomot within the jurisdiction of the
CVRB and referrals are provided when appropriate.

V. CVRB Case Statistics 1999 through March 2011
Caseload The Board has received 39 cases since becoming operatid®89. Two cases are

currently pending. More than half (56%) of all cases filadng the twelve years the Board has
been operational were filed within the last 5 years.

Year | Number of Year | Number of
Cases Filed Cases Filed
2010 | 3 2004 3
2009 | 2 2003 2
2008 | 5 2002 0
2007 | 4 2001 4
2006 | 8 2000 2
2005 | 4 1999 2

Respondentslt is not unusual for a complaint to name more thamrm@spondent. In the cases
filed since 1999:

Prosecutors comprise 44% of all respondents.

Law enforcement agents/agencies comprise 24% of all respisnde
Judges comprise 16% of all respondents.

County victim witness staff or offices comprise 8% bf@spondents.
Local county or village officials comprise 5% of all pesdents.

Probable Cause Complaints often contain more than one allegatibhe Board makes a
probable cause decision on each allegation containedamplaint. Probable cause was found
to exist with regard to at least one allegation in 67%llafomplaints filed. In nearly half of all
complaints filed, at least one allegation was disetdsr lack of probable cause.
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Thirty-eight percent of complaints contained at leas allegation that could not be acted upon
because the subject matter was not within the legal jatisd of the Board. In most of these
cases, the complaint contained additional allegatimneh were within the jurisdiction of the
Board and were acted upon.

Hearings The Board has conducted twelve evidentiary hearings.
Remedies/SanctionsThe Board has issued 8 private reprimands and 21 Reports and
Recommendations. It has issued two Special Reportear@dance with its authority to issue
reports concerning the securing and provision of victim rightsservices.

Judicial Appeals One case was reversed on appeal; one case was aftimagipeal.

For More Information

This report and additional information about victimshtiggand services can be found online at:
http://www.doj.state.wi.us/cvs/CVRB.asp go towww.doj.state.wi.ug@nd search “CVRB".

Contact Information

Mailing Address: Wisconsin Crime Victims Rights Board
819 North &' Street Room 180
Milwaukee, WI 53203

Fax: 414-227-1842
Phone: 414-227-1804
Email: cvrb@doj.state.wi.us
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Victims of crime. Section 9m[As created April 1993This state shall
treat crime victims, as defined by law, with fairnesgndy and
respect for their privacy.

This state shall ensure that crime victims have aheffollowing
privileges and protections as provided by law:
Timely disposition of the case;

The opportunity to attend court proceedings unless the trial
court finds Sequestration is necessary to a fair trighie
defendant;

Reasonable protection from the accused throughout the
criminal justice process;

Notification of court proceedings;

The opportunity to confer with the prosecution;

The opportunity to make a statement to the court at
disposition;

Restitution;

Compensation; and

Information about the outcome of the case and thasele
of the accused.

The legislature shall provide remedies for the viotatibthis section.
Nothing in this section, or in any statute enacted purdoahis
section, shall limit any right of the accused which rbayprovided by
law. [1993 J.R. 2, vote April 1993
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Electronic reproduction of 2009-10 Wis. Stats. database, current through 2011 Wis. Act 8§ and February 4., 2011.

1 TUpdated 09-10 Wis. Stats. Database
Not certiffed nnder 5. 35.18 (2), stafs.

RIGHTS OF VICTIMS AND WITNESSES OF CRIME

950.04

CHAPTER 950

RIGHTS OF VICTIMS AND WITNESSES OF CRIME

45001
550,02
55003
55004
950,055
95006

Lagislative intent.

Definitions.

Eligbility of vichms.

Basic ull of nghts for victims and witnesses.
Child vichms and witnesses; nghts and services.
Rembursement for services.

950.07
950.08
950,09
950,095
950.10
95011

Intergovernmental cooperation.
Information and mediation services.
Crime victims nghts board.
Confidentiality of complamts.

Lumitation on hability; grounds for appeal.
Penalties.

Cross—reference: See defimtions in 5. 93822
Cross—reference: See alsoch Jus 12, Wis. adm. coda.

950.01 Legislative intent. In recognition of the civic and
moral duty of victims and witnesses of crime to fully and voluntar-
ily cooperate with law enforcement and prosecutorial agencies,
and in further recognition of the continuing importance of such
citizen cooperation to state and local law enforcement efforts and
the 1 effectiveness and well-being of the criminal justice
system of this state, the legislature declares its intent, in this chap-
ter. to ensure that all victims and witnesses of crime are treated
with dignity, respect, courtesy and sensitivity; and that the rights
extended in this chapter to victims and witnesses of crime are hon-
ored and protected by law enforcement agencies. prosecutors and
judges in a manner no less vigorous than the protections afforded
criminal defendants.
History: 1979 ¢ 219.

950.02 Definitions. In this chapter:

(1) Except in sub. (3). “child” means a person who is less than
18 years of age.

(1m) “Crime™ means an act commutted in this state which, if
committed by a competent adult. would constitute a crime. as
defined in 5. 939.12.

(1t) “Custodial agency” means any person authorized to
arrest or take into actual physical custody an individual who is
alleged to have commifted a crime. “Custodial agency™ includes
a law enforcement agency, a shenff, superintendent or other
keeper of a jail and a person authorized to take custody of a juve-
nile under s. 938.19 or 938.20 (4).

(2) “Department” means the department of justice.

(2m) “District attorney” means any of the following:

(a) The district attorney or other person authorized to prose-
cute a criminal case or a delinquency proceeding under ch. 938,

(b) A person designated by a person specified in par. (a) to per-
form the district attorney’s dufies under this chapter.

(3) “Family member™ means spouse, minor child, adult child,
sibling, parent. or legal guardian.

(3m) “Law enforcement agency™ has the meaning given in s.
165.83 (1) (b).

(4) (a) “Victim™ means any of the following:

1. A person against whom a crime has been committed.

2. Ifthe person specified in subd. 1. is a child, a parent, guard-
ian or legal custodian of the child.

3. If a person specified in subd. 1. is physically or emotionally
unable to exercise the rights granted under s. 950.04 or article I,
section 9m_ of the Wisconsin constitution. a person designated by
the person specified in subd. 1. or a family member of the person
specified in subd. 1.

4. If a person specified in subd. 1. is deceased. any of the fol-
lowing:

a. A family member of the person who is deceased.

b. A person who resided with the person who is deceased.

5. If a person specified in subd. 1. has been adjudicated
incompetent in this state, the guardian of the person appointed for
him or her.

(b) “Victim” does not include the person charged with or
alleged to have committed the crime.

(4m) “Victim and witness office” means an organization or
program that provides services for which the county receives
reimbursement under this chapter.

(5) “Witness™ means any person who has been or is expected
to be summoned to testify for the prosecution, or who by reason
of having relevant information is subject to call or likely to be
called as a witness for the prosecution, whether or not any action
or proceeding has yet been commenced.

History: 1979 c. 21%; 1983 a. 197; 1985 a 311; 1995 a. 77, 310; 1997 a 35, 181;
1999 2. 32; 2005 a. 387, 419.

950.03 Eligibility of victims. A victim has the rights and 1s
eligible for the services under this chapter only if the crime has
been reported to law enforcement authorities.

History: 1979 ¢ 219; 1991 a. 159,

950.04 Basic bill of rights for victims and witnesses.
(1v) Riezts oF victnas. Victims of crimes have the following
rights:

(a) To have his or her interest considered when the court is
deciding whether to grant a continuance in the case, as provided
under ss. 938315 (2) and 971.10 (3) (b) 3.

) To attend court proceedings in the case, subject to ss.
906.15 and 938.299 (1). The court may require the victim to exer-
cise his or her right under this paragraph using telephone or live
audiovisual means, if available, if the victim is under arrest, incar-
cerated, imprisoned or otherwise detained by any law enforce-
ment agency or is admitted or committed on an inpatient basis to
atreatment facility under ch. 51, 971 or 980, and the victim does
not have a person specified in s. 950.02 (4) (a) 3. to exercise the
victim’s right under this paragraph.

(bm) To be provided with appropriate infercession services to
ensure that emplovers of victims will cooperate with the criminal
Justice process and the juvenile justice process in order to mini-
mize an employee’s loss of pay and other benefits resulting from
court appearances.

(c) To be accompanied by a service representative, as provided
under 5. 895.45.

(d) To request an order for, and to be given the results of testing
to determine the presence of a commmumnicable disease, as provided
under ss. 938.296 or 968.38.

(dL) To not be the subject of a law enforcement officer’s or dis-
trict attorney’s order, request, or suggestion that he or she submit
to a test using a lie detector. as defined in s. 111.37 (1) (b). if he
or she claims to have been the victim of a sexual assault under s.
94022 (2). 940.225, 948.02 (1) or (2). or 948.085, except as per-
mitted under s. 968.265.

(e) To be provided a waiting area under ss. 938.2065 and

7.10.

Text from the 2009-10 Wis. Stats. database updated by the Legislative Reference Bureau. Only printed statutes are certified
under 5. 35.18 (2), stats. Statutory changes effective prior to 1-1-11 are printed as if currently in effect. Statutory changes effec-
tive on or after 1-1-11 are designated by NOTES. Report errors at (608) 266-3561, FAX 264-6948, hitpz/‘www.le-

gis.state.wi.us/rsb/stats.html
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950.04

(em) To have his or her interests considered by the court in
determining whether to exclude persons from a preliminary hear-
ing. as provided under s. 970.03 (4).

(er) To not be compelled to submit to a pretrial interview or
deposition by a defendant or his or her attorney as provided under
s. 971.23 (6c).

(f) To have the eamed release review commission make a rea-
sonable attempt to notify the victim of applications for parole or
release to extended supervision, as provided under 5. 304.06 (1).

(g) To have reasonable attempts made to notify the victim of
hearings or court proceedings, as provided under ss. 302.114 (6),
038.27 (4m) and (6), 938.273 (2), 971.005 (3) and 972.14 (3) (b).

{gm) To have reasonable attempts made to notify the vichim of
an offender who submuts a petifion for sentence adjustment as pro-
vided under s. 973.195 (1r) (d), an offender who applies for
release to extended supervision under s. 302.113 (2) (b).
302.1135, or 304.06 (1), or an offender who applies for a reduction
under 5. §73.01 (4m).

(1) Tohawve, at his or her request, the opportumnity to consult with
intake workers, district attorneys and corporation counsel in cases
under ch. 938, as provided under ss. 938.245 (1m), 938.265 and
038.32 (1) (am).

(i) Tohave, at his or her request, the opportunity to consult with
the prosecution in a case brought in a court of criminal jurisdic-
tion. as provided under s. 971.095 (2).

(k) To a speedy disposition of the case in which they are
mvolved as a victim in order to munimize the length of time they
st enduge the stress of their responsibilities in connection with
the matter.

(L) To have the district attorney or corporation counsel, which-
ever 15 applicable, make a reasonable attempt to contact the victim
concerning the victim’s right to make a statement. as provided
under ss5. 938.32 (1) (b) 2., 938.335 (3m) (b) and 972.14 (3) (b).

(m) To provide statements concerning sentencing, disposition,
or parole, as provided under ss. 304.06 (1) (e). 938.32 (1) (b) 1g..
038.335 (3m) (ag). and 972.14 (3) (a).

(n) To have direct input in the parole decision—making process.
as provided by the rules promulgated under s. 304.06 (1) {em)

(nn) To attend parole interviews or hearings and make state-
ments as provided under 5. 304.06 (1) (eg).

(nt) To attend a hearing on a petition for modification of a sen-
tence and provide a statement concemning modification of the sen-
tence, as provided under s. 302.1135 (4).

(0) To have information concerning the impact of a delinquent
act on the victim included in a court report under s. 938.33 and to
have the person preparing the court report attempt to contact the
victim, as provided under s. 938.331.

(p) To have the person preparing a presentence mvestigation
under 5. 972.15 make a reasonable attempt to contact the victim,
as provided in 5. 972.15 (2m).

(pm) To have the court provided with information pertaining
to the economic, physical and psychological effect of the crime
upon the victim and have the information considered by the court.

q) To restitution, as provided under ss. 938.245 (2) (a) 5.,
038.32 (1t). 938.34 (5), 038.345, 043212, 04323 (6). 943.245,
04351 and 973.20.

(gm) To recompense as provided under s. 969.13 (3) (a).

(1) Toaj t for unpaid restifution, as provided under ss.
805.035 (2Zm) and 973.09 (3) (b).

(rm) To compensation. as provided under subch. I of ch. 949.

(s) To have any stolen or other personal property expeditiously
returned by law enforcement agencies when no longer needed as
evidence, subject to s. 968 205, If feasible, all such property,
except weapons, curmrency, contraband, property subject to evi-
dentiary analysis, property subject to preservation under s.
968.205. and 7 the ownership of which is disputed, shall
be reurned to the person within 10 days of being taken.
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(t) To receive information from law enforcement agencies, as
provided under s. 950.08 (2g).

(u) To recerve information from district attorneys, as provided
under s. 950.08 (21).

{um) To have district attorneys make a reasonable attempt to
notify the victim under s. 971.17 (4m) regarding conditional
releases under s. 971.17.

(v) To have the department of corrections make a reasonable
attempt to notify the victim under s. 301.046 (4) regarding com-
ity residential confinements, under s. 301.048 (4m) regarding
participation in the intensive sanctions program. under s. 301.38
regarding escapes from a Type 1 prison, under s. 301.46 (3)

regarding persons registered under s. 301 45, vnder s. 302.105
regarding release upon expiration of certain sentences, under s.
304.063 regarding extended supervision and parole releases, and
under s. 938.51 regarding release or escape of a juvenile from
comectional custody.

(vm) To have the appropriate clerk of court send the victim a
copy of an inmate’s petition for extended supervision and notifica-
tion of the hearing on that petition under s. 302.114 (§).

{w) To have the department of corrections make a reasonable
attempt to notify the victim under s. 303.068 (4m) regarding leave
granted to qualified inmates under s. 303.068.

(%) To have the department of health services make a reason-
able attempt to notify the victim under s. 971.17 (6m) regardi
termination or discharge under s. 971.17 and under s. 51.37 (10)
regarding home visits under s. 51.37 (10).

(xm) To have the department of health services make a reason-
able attempt to notify the victim under s. 980.11 regarding super-
vised release under s. 980.08 and discharge under s. 280.09 (4).

(¥) To have reasonable attempts made to notify the victim con-
cerning actions taken in a juvenile proceeding, as provided under
ss. 938.24 (5m). 938.25 (2m). 938.312 and 938.346.

(yd) To have the appropriate clerk of court make a reasonable
attempt to send the vichm a copy of a motion made under s. 974.07
(2) for postconviction deoxyrbonucleic acid testing of certain
evidence and notification of any hearing on that motion, as pro-
vided under s. 974.07 (4).

(ym) To have the governor make a reasonable attempt to notify
the victim of a pardon application. as provided under s. 304.00 (%)
and (3).

(z) To make a written statement concemning pardon applica-
tions, as provided under s. 304.10 (2).

(zm) To request information from a district attomey concern-
ing the disposition of a case involving a crime of which he or she
was a victim. as provided under s. 971.095 (6).

(zx) To complain to the department of justice concerning the
treatment of crime victims, as provided vnder s. 950.08 (3), and
to request review by the crime victims nights board of the com-
plaint, as provided under s. 950.09 (2).

(2w) RicaTs oF WITHESsES. Witnesses of crimes have the fol-
lowing rights:

(a) To request information from the district attorney about the
final disposition of the case.

(b) To be notified that a court proceeding to which they have
been subpoenaed will not go on as scheduled. in order to save the
PETSON an UNnecessary trip to court.

(c) To receive protection from harm and threats of harm arising
out of their cooperation with law enforcement and prosecution
efforts. and to be provided with information as to the level of
protection available.

(d) To be informed of financial assistance and other social ser-
vices available as a result of being a witness of a crime, including
information on how to apply for the assistance and services.

(e) To be informed of the procedure to be followed in order to
apply for and receive any witness fee to which they are entitled.

(f) To be provided a waiting area under ss. 938.2965 and
967.10.
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(fm) To have any stolen or other personal property expedi-
tiously returned by law enforcement agencies when no longer
needed as evidence. If feasible, all such property, except weap-
ons, curency. contraband. property subject to evidentiary analy-
sis and property the ownership of which is disputed. shall be
returned to the person within 10 days of being taken.

(2) To be provided with appropriate intercession services fo
ensure that employers of witnesses will cooperate with the crimu-
nal justice process and the juvenile justice process in order to
minimize an employee’s loss of pay and other benefits resulting
from court appearances.

(h) To be entitled to a speedy disposition of the case in which
they are involved as a witness in order to minmmize the length of
time they must endure the stress of their responsibilities in connec-
tion with the matter.

History: 1979 c. 219; 1983 a 102, 564; 1985 2 311; 1987 a 332 5 64; 1989 a
31; 19973 181, 237, 283; 19992 9, 32, 188; 2001 a. 16, 109: 2003 a_224: 2005 a.
155,277, 434, 447, 3007 2. 20 s=. 3863, 9121 (6) (a), 20072.97; 20093 33 133

A senfencing court does not abuse 1ts discretion by considering a v

ments and recommendations. State v Jolmson, lJS‘F.LZdlt‘B 463\1‘12&357(&.
A;J'P 1950).

950.055 Child victims and witnesses; rights and ser-
vices. (1) Lecistatve mTenT. The legislature finds that it is
necessary fo provide child victims and witnesses with additional
consideration and different treatment than that usually afforded to
adults. The legislature intends. in this section. to provide these
children with additional rights and protections during their
mvolvement with the criminal justice or juvenile justice system.
The legislature urges the news media fo use restraint in revealing
the identity of child victims or witnesses. especially in sensitive
cases.

(2) Apprriowar services. In addition to all rights afforded to
victims and witnesses under s. 950.04 and services provided under
5. 950,06 (1m). counties are encouraged to provide the following
additional services on behalf of children who are mvolved in crim-
mal or delinquency proceedings as victims or witnesses:

(a) Explanations, in language understood by the child, of all
legal proceedings in which the child will be involved.

(b) Advice to the judge. when appropriate and as a friend of the
court, regarding the child’s ability to understand proceedings and
questions. The services may include providing assistance in
determinations concerning the taking of depositions by audiovi-
sual means vnder s. 908.08 or 967.04 (7) and (8) and the duty to
expedite proceedings under s. 971.105.

(c) Adwvice to the district attorney concerning the ability of a
child witness to cooperate with the prosecution and the potential
effects of the proceedings on the child.

(d) Information about and referrals to appropriate social ser-
vices programs to assist the cluld and the child’s family in coping
with the emotional impact of the crime and the subsequent pro-
ceedings in which the child is involved.

(3) Procram rEspoNsBLITY. In each county. the county
board is responsible for the provision of services under this sec-
tion. A county may seek reimbursement for services provided
under this section as part of ifs program plan submitted to the
department under s. 950.06. To the extent possible, counties shall
utilize volunteers and existing public resources for the provision
of these services.

History: 1983 a. 197; 1985 a. 262 5. §; 1985 a 311; 1997 a. 181; 2005 a. 42
Cross—reference: Seealsoch Jus 12, Wis. adm. code.

950.06 Reimbursement for services. (1m) To be eligible
for reimbursement under this section for the provision of services
to victims and witnesses, a county shall provide all of the follow-
ing services to victims and witnesses:

(a) Court appearance notification services, including cancella-
tion of appearances.

(b) Victim compensation and social services referrals, includ-
ing witness fee collection case—by—case referrals and public
information.
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(c) Escort and other transportation services related to the
investigation or prosecution of the case, if necessary or advisable.

(d) Case progress notification services which may be com-
bined with services under par. (a).

(dm) Assistance in providing the court with information per-
taining to the economic, physical and psychological effect of the
crime upon the victim of a felony.

(e) Employer intercession services.

(f) Expedited retumn of property services.

(g) Protection services.

(h) Family support services. including child and other depen-
dent care services.

(1) Waiting facilities.

(2) The costs of providing services under sub. (1mj) shall be
paid for by the county. but the county is eligible to receive reim-
bursement from the state for not more than 90% of the costs
incurred in providing those services. The department shall defer-
mine the level of services for which a county may be reimbursed.
The county board shall file a claim for reimbursement with the
department. The department shall reimburse counties under this
subsection from the appropriation under s. 20.455 (5) (k), (kk) and

) and, on a semiannual basis, from the appropriations under s.
20455 ()) (c) and (g).

(3) The county board shall provide for the implementation of
the county’s plan under sub. (4). Two or more counties may sub-
mit a joint plan under sub. (4).

(4) If the county seeks reimbursement under sub. (2). the
county board shall submit a program plan to the department for its
approval. The county is eligible for reimbursement under sub. (2)
only if the has approved the plan. The program plan
shall describe the level of services to victims and witnesses that
the county intends to provide; the personnel or agencies responsi-
ble for related administrative programs and individual services;
proposed staffing for the prograny: proposed education. training
and experience requirements for program staff and the staff of
agencies providing related admimstrative programs and individ-
ual services; the county’s budget for implementing the program
and other information the department determines to be necessary
for its review. The plan shall provide that the district attorney,
local law enforcement agencies and the courts shall make avail-
able to the person or agency responsible for administering the pro-
gram all reports or files. except reports or files which are required
by statute to be kept confidential. if the reports or files are required
by the person or agency to carry out program responsibilities.
Each vear. the county board shall submit a report to the
on the operation of the plan. including the provision of services
under sub. (1m).

(5) The department shall review and approve the implementa-
tion and operation of programs and the anmual reports under this
section. The department may suspend or terminate reimburse-
ment under sub. (2) if the county fails to comply with its duties
under this section. The department shall promulgate rules under
ch. 227 for implementing and administering county programs
approved under this section.

History: 1579 c. %19 1581 ¢ 20; 1983 a. 27, 364; 1987 a. 244; 1991 a. 159; 1997

2 181,237; 1989 a
Cras:—reference: See also ch Fus 12, Wis

. adm code

950.07 Intergovernmental cooperation. The county
board, district attorney, local law enforcement agencies, local
social service agencies, vichim and witness offices and courts shall
all cooperate with each other to ensure that victims and witnesses
of crimes receive the rights and services to which they are entitled
under this chapter.

History: 1979 c. 219; 1995 a. 310,

950.08 Information and mediation services. (1) DutEs
OF DEPARTMENT; TOLL-FREE TELEPHONE NUMBER. The department
shall maintain a toll-free telephone number to provide crime vic-
tims and witnesses with all of the following services:
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(a) Information and refemral to available services.

(b) Crisis counseling and emotional support.

(c) Assistance in securing resources and protection.

(2) DuTES OF DEPARTMENT; GENERAL INFORMATIONAL PRO-
craM. The department shall provide an informational program to
inform crime victims, the public, criminal justice officials
and related professionals about crime victim rights and services.

(2g) DeForMATION TO EE PROVIDED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT
AGENCIES. No later than 24 hours after a law enforcement agency
has initial contact with a wictim of a crime that the law enforce-
ment agency is responsible for investigating, the law enforcement
agency shall make a reasonable attempt to provide to the victim
written information on all of the following:

(a) A list of the rights of victims under s. 950.04 (1v).

(b) The availability of compensation under subch. I of ch. 949
and the address and telephone mumber at which to contact the
department for information concerning compensation under
subch. I of ch. 949.

(c) The address and telephone mumber of the intake worker,
corporation counsel or district attomey whom the vichim may con-
tact to obtain information conceming the rights of victims and to
request notice of court ings under ss. 938.27 (4m) and (6),
938273 (2). 938.299 (1) (am) and 938.335 (3m) (1) or ss. 971.095
(3) and 972.14 (3) (b). whichever is applicable. and to request the
opportunity to confer under ss. 938.245 (1m), 938.265 or 938.32
(1) (am) or 5. 971.005 (2). whichever is applicable.

(d) The address and telephone number of the custodial agency
that the victim may contact to obfain information concerning the
taking into custody or amrest of a suspect in connection with the
crime of which he or she is a victim.

(€) The address and telephone number of the custodial agency
that the victim may contact for information conceming release
under s. 93820 or 938.21 or ch. 969, whichever is appropriate, of
a person arrested or taken into custody for the crime of which he
or she is a victim.

(f) Suggested procedures for the victim to follow if he or she
is subject to threats or intimidation arising out of his or her coop-
eration with law enforcement and prosecution efforts relating to
a crime of which he or she is a victim.

(g) The address and telephone mumber at which the victim may
contact the department or any local agency that provides victim
assistance in order to obtain further information about services
available for victims. including medical services.

(2r) INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED BY A DISTRICT ATTORNEY IN
CRIMINAL CASES. AS 5000 as practicable, but in no event later than
10 days after the initial appearance under s. 970.01 or 24 hours
before a preliminary examination under s. 970.03, whichever is
earlier. of a person charged with a crime in a court of criminal
jurisdiction a district attorney shall make a reasonable attempt o
provide to each victim of the crime written information on all of
the following:

(a) A brief statement of the procedure for prosecuting a crime.

(b) A list of the rights of victims under s. 950.04 (1v) and infor-
mation about how to exercise those rights.

() The person or agency to notify if the victim changes his or
her address and wants to continue to receive notices and services
under 5. 950.04 or 971.005 (3).

(d) The availability of compensation under subch. I of ch. 949,
including information concerning eligibility for compensation
and the procedure for applying for compensation.

() The person to contact for further information about a case
involving the prosecution of a crime of which he or she 1s a victim.

(25) INFORMATION CONCERNING JUVENILE CASES. Notification
of a victim of an act committed by a juvenile concerning the rights
of victims under ch. 938 shall be provided as specified in s.
938346
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(2w) INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED EY DISTRICT ATTORNEYS TO
SCHOOLS IN CRIMINAL cAsEs. If a criminal complaint is issued
under s. 968.02 or if a petition for waiver is granted pursuant to s.
038.18. and the district attorney reasonably believes the person
charged is a pupil enrolled in a school district, a private school, or
a charter school established pursuant to 118.40 (21). the district
attormey shall make a reasonable attempt to notify the school
board, private school governing body. or charter school governing
body of the charges pending against the pupil. The district attor-
ney shall also notify the school board, private school governing
body. or charter school governing body of the final disposition of
the charges.

(3) DuTES OF DEPARTMENT; MEDIATION. The department may
receive complaints, seek to mediate complaints and, with the con-
sent of the involved parties. actually mediate complaints regard-
ing the treatment of crime victims and witnesses by public offi-
cials, employvees or agencies of under crime victim and witness
assistance programs. The department may act as a liaison between
crime victims or witnesses and others when seeking to mediate
these complaints and may request a written response regarding the
complaint from the subject of a complaint. If asked by the depart-
ment to provide a written response regarding a complaint, the sub-
ject of a complaint shall respond to the department’s request
within a reasonable time.

History: 1991 a. 39; 1957 a. 181; 2007 a. 20; 2009 a 309.

950.09 Crime victims rights board. (1) In this section
“poard” means the crime victims rights board.

(2) At the request of one of the involved parties. the board may
feview a complaint made to the department under s. 950.08 (3)
regarding a violation of the rights of a crime victim. A party may
not request the board to review a complaint under this subsection
until the department has completed its action on the complaint
under s. 950.08 (3). In reviewing a complaint under this subsec-
tion, the board may not begin any investigation or take any action
specified in pars. (a) to (d) until the board first determines that
there is probable cause to believe that the subject of the complaint
violated the rights of a crime victim Based on its review of a com-
plaint under this subsection. the board may do any of the follow-
ing:

(a) Issue private and public reprimands of public officials,
employees or agencies that violate the rights of crime victims pro-
vided under this chapter. ch. 938 and article I section 9m. of the
Wisconsin constitution.

(b) Refer to the judicial commission a violation or alleged
violation by a judge of the rights of crime victims provided under
this chapter, ch. 938 and arficle L section 9m. of the Wisconsin
constitution.

(c) Seek appropriate equitable relief on behalf of a victim if
such relief is necessary to protect the rights of the victim. The
board may not seek to appeal, reverse or modify a judgment of
conviction or a senfence in a criminal case.

(d) Bring civil actions to assess a forfeiture under s. 950.11.
Notwithstanding s. 778.06, an action or proposed action autho-
rized under this paragraph may be settled for such sum as may be
agreed upon between the parties. In settling actions or proposed
actions, the board shall treat comparable situations in a compara-
ble manner and shall assure that any settlement bears a reasonable
relationship to the severity of the offense or alleged offense. For-
feiture actions brought bv the board shall be brought in the circuit
court for the county in “which the violation is alleged to have
occumred.

(3) In addition to its powers under sub. (2). the board may
issue reports and recommendations concerning the securing and
provision of crime victims rights and services.

(4) Actions of the board are not subject to approval or review
by the attorney general.
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(5) The board shall promulgate rules establishing procedures
for the exercise of its powers under this section.

History: 1997 a. 181
Cross—reference: See alsos. CVRB 1.01, Wis. adm code.

950.095 Confidentiality of complaints. (1) (a) The
records of the department relating to a complaint made under s.
050.08 (3) are confidential unless the subject of the complaint
waives the right to confidentiality in writing to the department.

(am) Before a finding of probable cause under s. 950.09 (2),
a complaint referred to the crime victims rights board under s.
050.09 (2) is confidential unless the subject of the complaint
waives the right to confidentiality in writing to the crime victims
rights board.

(b) If a complaint becomes known to the public before the
completion of action by the department under s. 9350.08 (3)ora
finding of probable cause by the crime victims rights board under
5. 950,09 (2), the department or the crime victims rights board,
whichever is applicable, may issue statements in order to confirm
that a complaint has been made or is being reviewed. to clarify the
procedural aspects of actions taken under ss. 950.08 (3) and
050.00 (2), to explain the right of the subject of the complaint to
respond to the complaint. to state that the subject of the complaint
denies the allegations, if applicable, to state that action under ss.
950.08 (3) and 950.09 (2) has been completed and no basis for the
complaint was found or to correct public misinformation.

(1m) In investigating a complaint made under s. 950.08 (3) or
being reviewed under s. 950.09 (2}, the department or the crime
victims rights board, whichever is applicable, shall do all of the
following:

(a) Act to avoid unnecessary embarrassment to and publicity
for the subject of the complaint.

(b) Request any person contacted for information not to dis-
close that an investigation is being conducted or the nature of any
inquiries made by the department or the crime victims rights
board.

(2) This section does not preclude the department or the crime
victims rights board from doing any of the following:

RIGHTS OF VICTIMS AND WITNESSES OF CRIME
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(a) Informing the person who made the complaint of the out-
come of any action by the department or review by the crime vic-
tims rights board.

(b) Referring to the judicial commission information relating
to alleged misconduct by or an alleged disability of a judge or
court COMMISsioner.

(c) Referring to an appropriate law enforcement authority
information relating to possible criminal conduct or otherwise
cooperating with a law enforcement authority in matters of ntual
interest.

(d) Referring to an attorney disciplinary agency information
relating to the possible misconduct or incapacity of an attomey or
otherwise cooperating with an attorney disciplinary agency in
matters of mutual interest.

(e) Disclosing to the chief justice or director of state courts
information relating to matters affecting the administration of the
courts.

History: 1597 a. 151
Crozz—reference: See also = CVEB 1.01, Wiz, 2dm code.

950.10 Limitation on liability; grounds for appeal.
(1) No cause of action for money damages may anse against the
state, any political subdivision of the state or any employee or
agent of the state or a political subdivision of the state for any act
or omission in the performance of any power or duty under this
chapter or under article I. section 9m, of the Wisconsin constitu-
tion or for any act or omission in the ‘ormance of any power
or duty under ch. 938 relating to the rights of, services for or
notices to victims.

(2) A failure to provide a right, service or notice to a victim
under this chapter or ch. 938 or under article I. section 9m. of the
Wisconsin constitution is not a ground for an appeal of a judgment
of conviction or sentence and is not grounds for any court to
reverse or modify a judgment of conviction or sentence.

History: 1597 a. 181

950.11 Penalties. A public official. employee or agency that
intentionally fails to provide a right specified under s. 930.04 (1v)
to a victim of a crime may be subject to a forfeifure of not more
than $1.000.

History: 1597a. 181
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STATUTORY CREATION OF THE CRIME VICTIMS RIGHTS BOAR D

Wis. Stat. 15.255 (2) CRIME VICTIMS RIGHTS BOARD . (a) There is created a crime victims rights board
which is attached to the department of justice under.831%£15.03: Attachment for limited purpokes

(b) The crime victims rights board shall be composéesl members as follows:

1. One district attorney holding office in this state.

2. One representative of local law enforcement in thie st

3. One person who is employed or contracted by a county

board of supervisors under s. 950.06 to provide servicagckims and witnesses of crimes.

4. Two members, not employed in law enforcement, bytediattorney or as specified in subd. 3., who
are citizens of this state.

(c) The members of the crime victims rights boaragige in par. (b) 2. and 3. shall be appointed by therato
general. One of the members specified in par. (b) 4. sBappointed by the crime victims council and theioth
member shall be appointed by the governor. The membeifisden par. (b) 1. shall be appointed by the Wisconsin
District Attorneys Association.

(d) The members of the crime victims rights board upde. (a) shall be appointed for 4 year terms, but no
member shall serve beyond the time when the memhseséo hold the office or employment by reason aflwh
the member was initially eligible

for appointment.

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of any statute,radce, local law or charter provision, membershighen
crime victims rights board does not disqualify any menfifsen holding any other public office or employment, o
cause the forfeiture thereof.

History: 1971 c. 40; 1977 c. 29; 1981 c. 9; 1983 a. 27; 1987 a. 27, 403; 1991 a.
316; 1997 a. 181.
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950.09 RIGHTS OF VICTIMS AND WITNESSES OF CRIME

950.09 Crime victims rights board. (1)n this section, “board” means the crime victims righoard.

(2) At the request of one of the involved parties, the dboaay review a complaint made to the department under s.
950.08 (3) regarding a violation of the rights of a crinoém. A party may

not request the board to review a complaint under thisestibe until the department has completed its action on
the complaint under s. 950.08 (3). In reviewing a complaint rutide subsection, the board may not begin any
investigation or take any action specified in pars.tdald) until the board first determines that there mbpble
cause to believe that the subject of the complaint tedlghe rights of a crime victim. Based on its reviewa
complaint under this subsection, the board may do athedbllowing:

(a) Issue private and public reprimands of public officiataployees or agencies that violate the rights of
crime victims provided under this chapter, ch. 938 andeaitisection 9m, of the Wisconsin constitution.

(b) Refer to the judicial commission a violation olegéd violation by a judge of the rights of crime
victims provided under this chapter, ch. 938 and artjctedtion 9m, of the Wisconsin constitution.

(c) Seek appropriate equitable relief on behalf of ammidt such relief is necessary to protect the rigtits o
the victim. The board may not seek to appeal, reversedify a judgment of conviction or a sentence in a
criminal case.

(d) Bring civil actions to assess a forfeiture unde®50.11. Notwithstanding s. 778.06, an action or
proposed action authorized under this paragraph maytbledstor such sum as may be agreed upon
between the parties. In settling actions or propostdres the board shall treat comparable situatiores in
comparable manner and shall assure that any settlers@rg & reasonable relationship to the severity of
the offense or alleged offense. Forfeiture actiomsidint by the board shall be brought in the circuit court
for the county in which the violation is alleged to haveuoed.

(3) In addition to its powers under sub. (2), the board msyeigeports and recommendations concerning the
securing and provision of crime victims rights and/sess.

(4) Actions of the board are not subject to approval @eve by the attorney general.

(5) The board shall promulgate rules establishing procedaréise exercise of its powers under this section.

History: 1997 a. 181.
Cross reference: See also s. CVRB 1.01, Wis. adm. code.
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