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INTRODUCTION

Children's Justice Act Program: Since 1992, the Wisconsin Department of Justice (DOJ) has received
a federal Children's Justice Act grant, administered by the Office of Child Abuse and Neglect under the
federal Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act. The grant funds the Children's Justice Act Program,
which is administered through the DOJ Office of Crime Victim Services. The CJA Program works to
improve the investigation and prosecution of child abuse and neglect by:

e Increasing the competency of child forensic interviewers

e Providing equipment to jurisdictions that video record forensic interviews

o Offering training scholarships to law enforcement, social workers and prosecutors

o Facilitating statewide peer review opportunities for child maltreatment professionals

e Providing other funding opportunities for projects that support systems improvement to better

serve children

Community Profile Survey: Each year, the CJA Program sends a survey to all Wisconsin district
attorneys’ offices. The Community Profile Survey collects information about county-level investigation
and prosecution of child abuse and neglect. The Wisconsin Children’s Justice Act Program uses this
information to make funding and programming decisions.

Data Over Time: Data over the past three years shows an annual variance in the resources and protocol
available in responding counties.

Overall Response Rate
2007: (64) 89%
2008: (55) 76%

2009: (50) 69% Multidisciplinary Child
Maltreatment Teams
Child Advocacy Centers 2007: 54% had a team
2007: 70% had access 2008: 51% had a team
2008: 76% had access 2009: 58% had a team
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Written Protocol for Joint

Child Interview Rooms Investigations of Maltreatment

2007: 62% had special room 2007: 78% had written protocol
2008: 71% had special room 2008: 72% had written protocol
2009: 70% had special room 2009: 46% had written protocol

Data compiled and published April, 2010. For questions about this document or the Children’s Justice
Act Program, contact the Department of Justice Office of Crime Victim Services at 608-264-9497 or
visit us online at: www.doj.state.wi.us/cvs



RESOURCES & MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAMS

Written Protocol for Conducting Joint Investigations: Less than half of
respondents reported that their county has a written protocol to guide joint investigations of child
maltreatment cases. In 2008, nearly three-fourths of respondents reported having written
protocol. See Map 1.

Multidisciplinary Teams (MDT): 58% of respondents reported that there is a
multidisciplinary child maltreatment team in their county, up slightly from 2008 during which
51% of respondents reported having teams. See Map 2. All counties with an MDT reported
having a member of law enforcement on the team. All counties but one reported having a child

protection services worker (CPS) on the team.

Multidisciplinary Team Membership

Education Professional

Mental Heaith

CAC Staff

Medical Professional

Victim Services/Advocates

Law Enforcement

% Counties with Discipline on MDT

Counties reported that their MDT’s were responsible for case reviews (77%), investigative
protocol development (67%), Data collection and quality assurance (52%), training (48%), and
child death reviews (44%).

Child Advocacy Centers: 66% of respondents reported that they have access to a child
advocacy center, either in their county or in a neighboring county, compared to 76% last year.
See Map 3.

Designated Child Interview Rooms: In 2009, 70% of respondents reported that there is
a room specially designated for child interviews in their county, compared to 71% in 2008. Of
those with rooms designated for child interviews, 89% report that the room 1s developmentally
appropriate for children. See Map 4.
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MAP 1: WRITTEN PROTOCOL

Written Protocol for Conducting Joint Investigations

Wisconsin Departiment of Justice & Childven s Justice der 2009 Conmunine Profile Survey
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MAP 2: MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAMS

Multidisciplinary Child Maltreatment Teams

Wisconsin Deparnmenr of Justice & Children’s Justice Aer 2009 Commuminy Profile
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